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The Board of Directors of the N.C.P.H.S. convened at 12:05 on Saturday, November 3, 1984 in the 
Board Room of Mission Valley Inn in Raleigh, N.C. Tony Crumbley called the meeting to order in the 
absence of Dr. Harvey Tilles. Members present were Jean Bellamy, Tony Crumbley, Jim Harris, 
Johnny Johnson, and Milton Wicker. 

The election of officers was the first business before the group. Those nominated for officers were 
Dr. Harvey Tilles, President; Vernon Stroupe, Vice President; Ruth Wetmore, Secretary and Milton 
Wicker, Treasurer. After discussion of precedence being set by this action, a vote was taken, 
unanimously in favor of officers as nominated. 

The matter of ad revenue from the Newsletter was discussed. The shortage of society funds was 
apparent. Jim Harris agreed to pursue the procurement of advertisers for the January issue of the 
Newsletter. 

Other matters of business brought before the Board included the discussion of the Society Library. 
Johnny Johnson agreed to confer with Ruth Wetmore and prepare a written proposal for the January 
Newsletter. 

The Board decided to hold the next membership meeting on Saturday, February 23 at 12 :00 noon 
in the Board Room of the Mission Valley Inn in Raleigh. The meeting was adjourned at 12 :40. 

" LA POSTA" CROSSES THE MISSISSIPPI 

" La Posta" which from conception has been the western U.S . journal of postal history has just 
appointed Robert Stets Southeastern U.S. Editor. Bob , who is no novice in the publishing world, 
having just published the definitive work on Philadelphia post marks, is seeking articles to be published 
in upcoming issues of the Journal. Anyone interested should contact Bob at P. 0 . Box 142 , Walter
boro , SC 2 9488. Bob is also one of the principals in the current attempt to organize the S.C. postal 
history collectors. If you have any interest in our sister state, you may want to contact him on th is 

·matter. 

CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS OF THE UNION OCCUPATION POST OFFICE AT NEW 
BERNE, N.C. 
By Stefan T. Jaronski 

The U.S . Post Office at New Berne, N.C., was reopened in April 1862. The postmarks of the town 
are well-known and common. What follows, however, is a little more interesting: a contemporary 
account of the mail operations there in 1863. This account is taken from W.P. Derby's Bearing Arms 
in the 27th Massachusetts Regiment (1883. Wright & Potter, Boston). 

It would certainly be gross carelessness to omit mention of the steamers " EllenS. Terry," 
"Dudley Buck", " Collins" and "Augusta Dinsmore, " by which our communication with 
home was maintained. Before their three whistles were given as a signal of a "mail aboard," 
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the watchful eye of anxious ones would descry the vessel below the blockade, and the 
electric news would fly through the streets and camps. Nothing so thrilled the department 
through its center, or started such a hum of expectation, as the arrival of the irregular 
"mail steamers:" A jostling crowd . would fill the wharf, and eagerly inquire before the 
steamer was near enough to cast the line, "How much mail Capt. Chapin?" 

The regulations at the post office allowed no sleep after the arrival of the mail until it 
had been assorted and delivered. Some idea of the amount of letter writing in this depart
ment may be obtained from the fact that two hundred and twenty-five thousand letters 
were sent North from the New Berne post office during the month of January (1863), 
seventy-five thousand being sent on the " Dudly Buck," January 18th. It occupied seven 
clerks twenty-four hours, in posting this mail. 

Nor were our friends at home negligent ; sixty five-foot mailbags were received January 
27th and 28th (1863), with an estirnate.q mail of seventy-five thousand letters, and one 
hundred bushels of papers. These were extra occasions, however, but from statistics of 
the writer (at that time military postmaster of the Department of North Carolina) it was 
shown that during the months of December (1862) and January (1863), each soldier 
averaged to write two and one-half letters each week, and to receive about the same, 
besides newspapers and other printed matter. More letters were written by the soldiers 
than received. John Dibble , a former citizen of New Berne, and a staunch Union man, 
held the position of civil postmaster. 

Another reminiscence, of which the source is unfortunately lost, viewed the mail from the perspec-
tive of the soldier: · 

Perhaps the most welcome figure in the camp was Ged Stout. He was a stocky, well
built, redcheeked youth of perhaps twenty-three, the mail carrier. No sooner was the 
steamer or train in than the men turned out in helter-skelter groups, to size up the bag 
and conjecture by the bulk how far the precious contents would go around. At Carolina '----"' 
City the honor and glory fell to me of sharing my tent with this great personage. When he 
came in with his bag, and the whole regiment stood grouped in the street in front I 
wouldn't have changed places with the commander of the department. The letters were 
dumped out on my bunk -- on the gray blanket -- and then we very deliberately sorted 
them out, putting each company's in a heap by itself. 

Stout was as solemn and reticent as the postmaster general ; he never answered a 
word to the impatient demands of the fellows as they skylarked , chaffed and grudged us. 
He had grown very adept at deciphering the fantastically addressed missives, and I think I 
never saw him grin, except when he remarked my perplexity over an address which took 
him but a glance to assign to its proper heap. 

Figure 1. Soldier's due letter from the 44th Massachusetts Regiment at ew Berne, .C. The 
postmark is dated Nov. 20 (1862). 
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Figure 2. Typical letter addressed to a soldier at New Berne, N.C., from Boston. 

POSTAL SERVICES DURING INITIAL OCCUPATION OF NEW BERNE, N.C. 
By Stefan Jaronski 

The war came to New Berne, N.C. with Union occupation on March 14, 1862. After defeating the 
Confederate· defenders, General Burnside set up his headquarters in the town and proceeded to rein
force the military occupation of the area. 

It was not until several months later that the post office at New Berne was reopened to serve the 
troops's needs. Until then, army mail was sent north by any available steamer. Illustrated here are two 
examples of this early occupation mail. 

·The first cover is from Surgeon Galloupe of the 17th Massachusetts Volunteers. The enclosed letter 
is dated April 1, 1862. Surgeon Galloupe wrote this letter while still on board his transportship. The 
letter was carried by steamer to Baltimore where it entered the mails. As a result, the cover bears a 
Baltimore postmark, dated April 8, and due 6 marking (the letter was double-weight and thus was 
charged double postage). 

The second cover is from a private in the 24th Massachusetts stationed at New Berne . It bears the 
handstamped soldier's letter endorsement used by that regiment . This cover was in the same mail 
transport as the first and was postmarked the same day. 



N.C. Postal History Society Newsletter 
January, 1985 
Page Four 

In the enclosed letter, headed, "Newburn City N.C., March 30th 1862," Private Davis, grves an 
account of some of the military expedition to Washington, N.C.: 

I got pretty well used up being on the steamer so long and come to go a shore and 
march 15 miles in one day in the rain and mud. It took all the strength I had. We 
had to lay out the first night with nothing to cover ourselves up with but a blanket 
and it was raining very hard but those things we have to get used to. 

We were then within about a mile and a half of the enemy's batery. We started 
the next morning about 7 o'clock and in less than two hours the whole of the 1st 
Brigade were under a heavy fire. The 24th Regiment were on the right wing of the 
brigade and the 21st Regiment was on the right wing of the brigade. They kept up a 
steady fire for about three hours when the order came to charge on the batery with 
the 21st Mass., 52st N.Y. The most of the rebels had retreated, except the rebel 
cavalry which came down on our men when they made the first charge, which cut 
our men up very badly, but that made no difference. They made a charge the second 
time and they made the rebels scatter like so many sheep. During this time our gun
boats were shelling two forts on the shore which they cleaned out very quick. 

The addressee of this letter was instructed to direct his return letters to Private Davis in care of the 
24th Massachusetts quartermaster, Burnside's Division, via Fortress Monroe. Mail for the Union troops 
around New Berne was evidently collected at the Old Point Comfort post office and placed aboard 
steamers headed for North Carolina. These were usually resupply ships or dispatch vessels. Some of the 
mail orth also passed through the Old Point Comfort post office. 

Letters were also carried aboard Navy vessels having a mail agent. Such letters were marked with 
one of several U.S. SHIP markings. The third cover illustrated here is an example of such carriage. It 
bears the circular "U.S. SHIP 3cts (due)" of one of these naval agents and was sent from a private in 
the 23rd Massachusetts at New Berne in March 1862. 

In April 1862 the New Berne post office was reopened and began use of the well-known occupation 
postmarks. The earliest dated cover bearing a New Berne CDS I have recorded is April 16, 1862 . Does 
anyone have an earlier cover? The New Berne postmark types were described by RobertS . Phillips in 
1962 (Confederate Philatelist, Vol. 7, No. 10, pp. 105-110). 
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EDlTOR'S PREROGATIVE 

There's an old saying "If you want to prove something wrong, just put it in print." My years of 
experience in publishing is evidence of this. In the last issue of the N.C. Postal History Society's News
letter, the article on Charlotte has several corrections which need to be made, they are: 

1. October 1, 1784 should be 1794- the year Charlotte was first considered large enough to have a 
post office (I could never convince you that was a typo). 

2. The list of current post offices in Mecklenburg omitted Pineville and Matthews. (Honest I knew 
that, as Matthews is my own P.O.) 

3. The reference to the first mail flying into Douglas Airport was incorrect. The mail was flown in
to the old Cannon Airport. (Thanks to Houston Ballard, our pioneer aviator, I now know 
better.) 

4. I've also been informed of several earlier dates and one additional marking. Those will be pub
blished at a later date. 

Keep those cards and letters co~ning. The only way to develop an accurate history is to challenge the 
past. 

NORTH CAROLINA POSTAL HISTORY BIBOLOGRAPHY 
By. Tony L. Crumbley 

The following list is prepared as a guide for those doing research in North Carolina Postal History 
publications listed here may not be devoted completely to North Carolina, however, items of signifi
cance can be found within. Most of these publications may be borrowed through the A.P.S. Library or 
through inter library loan from your local library. 

BOOKS 

Alexander, Thomas].- Simpson 's U.S. Postal Markings 1851-61 , 1979. 
Allen, William F. Gazetteer of Railway Stations in the United States and the Dominion of Canada. 

Designating Telegraphy., Express, Post, and Money Order Offices, with the Population, Philadel
phia: Co., 1874. 

American Airmail Catalogue - Five volumes published by The Ainerican Air Mail Society 
Antrim, Earl- Civil War Prisons and Their Covers, 1961 
Ashbrook, Stanley J.- Special Service, 1951-57 
Ber~an, Edwin B. 29 Years to Oblivion: The Last Years of Railway Mail Service in the United 

States. Omaha: Mobile Post Office Society, 1981. Includes an alphabetical listing of all railway 
mail routes operating between 1948 and 1977, with dates of first and last trips, the railroad 
traveled, the length of the route in miles and both terminals. 

Billig, Fritz- Billig's Handbook, Numerous columns, No. 8 covers county and postmaster postmarks. 
No. 33 covers 19th Century U.S. fancy cancellations. Available through HJ MR. N orril 1viiami, FL. 
33161 

Bishop, E.L. and Chas. B. Baker- A Brief History of the Post Office at Asheville, N C. 1802-1934, 
1934 

Chambers, Robert F. "Straight Line Town Postmarks (17 56-1856)," The American Philatelist, 
June 1933 

County Histories - Most counties have published detailed histories including sketches of postal oper
ations. 

Crown, Francis J . Jr., Ed. - Surveys of Confederate Postmasters ' Provisionals, 1984 
~ Dietz , August Sr.- Confederate States Catalog and Hand-Book, 1959- New Edition due out mid 1985. 
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Everett, Morris- Confederate Hand Stamp Paids, 1981 
Hahn, Calvet M.- Postal Histo ry Primer 1975 
Hahn, Mannel. Postal Markings of the United States, 1847-1851. Chicago: W.R. Stewart, 1938. (Postal 

Markings Handbook No.1). This work lists all of the shipments of 1847 stamps by states and towns, 
as recorded in the " Stamp Shipment Books." Dates of shipments from Washington are recorded, as 
well as the quantity of each sta.mp. 

Harrington, Herbert H. - Railroad Postal Routes from 1867 to 1961. Niles, Ohio : privately printed, 
1964. 

Herst, Herman Jr. and E. N. Sa,.-upson- 19th Century United States Fancy Cancellations, 1963 
Hildeshei..-u, Erik and John W. Nicklen, " Pioneer Flights of the United States, " in The Historical Air 

Mail Catalogue (K. Lissiuk Philatelic Co., 1931) 
Horowiez, Kay and Robson Lowe- The Colonial Posts in the United States of America 1606-1783, 

1967 
Hanmer, R.F. -A Suroey of U.S. Machine Postmarks, 1984 
Kandawroff, Prince Dimitry- Collecting Postal Histo ry, 1974 
Klein, Eugene. United States Waterway Packetmarks; Handstamped and Printed Names of Mail Carry

ing Steamboats on the United States of American Inland and Coastal Waten-, 1832-1899. Federals
burg, Md.: ].W. Stowell Printing Co. , 1940. Descriptive catalog of 603 types; forgeries, illustrated. 
Supplement: 1818-1899. Federalsburg, MD.: The]. W. Stowell Co., 1942 

Langford, Frederick- Flag Cancel Encyclopedia, 1976 
Loso , Foster, W. and Heyliger DeWindt. 20th Century U. S. Fancy Cancellations. Elizabeth, N.J .: 

1952. 
Luff, Moe. United States Postal Slogan Cancel Catalog. Revised edition. Spring Valley, N.Y.: 1977 
Perry, Elliot- Pat Paragraphs. Arranged by George Thiner and Thomas Stanton, 1981 
Phillips, Phillip Lee. A List of Maps of America in the Library of Congress. Washington, D.C.: Govern-

ment Printing Office, 1901. See also the author's A List of Geographical Atlases in the Library of '----" 
Congress. Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1909 . Both excellent sources for older 
postal route maps. 

Powell, William S. - The North Carolina Gazetteer, 1968 
Rand McNally and Company. Handy Railroad Atlas of the United States: Shows and Identifies All 

U.S. Railroads with Mileage between Key Points and Kinds of Services. Chicago, 1978. 
Rapp, William F.- "A catalog of Time Marking and Cummins Machine Cancels. " 1978 
Remele , Charles W. United States Railroad Postmarks, 183 7 to 1861 . State College, Pa: The Ai.nerican 

Philatelic Society, 1958. Includes exact tracing of each postmark and for each its estimated rarity, a 
short history of each railroad, station lists, affiliations, and other data (postal routes, maps). 

Richow, Harold C.- Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Cancels, 1983 . 
Ridgway, Richard F. - Confederate Postal Operations in North Carolina 1861-1865 - Unpublished 

Thesis- UNC-CH 1967. Copies available from Tony L. Crumbley, Matthews, .C. 28106. 
Scheele, Carl H.- A Short History of the Mail Seroice, 1970 
Simpson, Tracy W.- United States Postal Markings and Related Mail Seroices 1851-1861, 1959 
Skinner, Hubert C. and Amos Enos- United States Cancellations 1845-1869, 1980 
Starnes, Charles J . - U.S Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations, 1982 
Stultz, Russell L. "Chronological Table of United States Aeroplane Postal Routes, Nov. 3, 1910-

0ct. 26, 1915 ," The Collecton- journal of Chicago, 1917 
terBraake, Alex L.- The Posted Letter in Colonial and Revolutionary America, 1975 
Thompson, H.K. "U.S. County and Postmas ter Postmarks," Billig's Pbilatelic Handbook No. 10 

(1949) 
Towle, Charles L.- The United States Transit Markings Catalog 183 7-1974. 1975 
Towle, Charles L. and Henry A. Meyer - Railroad Postmarks of the United States 1861 to 1886, 

1968 
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United States Highway Post Office Cover Catalog, 1974 Published by the Mobile Post Office Society 
Weatherly, A: Earl- The First Hundred Years of Historic Guilford 1771-1871. 1972 
Wierenga, Theron. United States Incoming Steamship Mail 1847-1875, 1983 
Wishnietsky, Benjamin, Ed.- Confederate States of America Stampless Cover Catalog, 1980 
Wishnietsky, Benjamin Ed- American Stampless Cover Catalog. 1978 

U.S. OFFICIAL AND SEMI-OFFICIAL 

American State Papers, Documents, Legislative and Executive of Congress of the US. from the First 
Session of the First to the Second Session of the Twenty-Second Congress Inclusive, Commencing 
March 4, 1789 and Ending March 2, 1833- Published by Gales and Seaton 1833-34. 38 Vols. 

Annual Reports of the Postmaster General 1789- to date 1842-1873 have been reprinted by Theron 
Wierenga. Letters Sent by the Postmaster General 1789-1836 U.S. National Archives and Records 
Service. Records of the Post Office Department (Record Group 28) Largely untapped and 
unpublished. Portions available on microfilm. 

National Zip Code and Post Office Directory 1965 to date. - U.S. Postal Service. Zip Code for each 
street in larger cities. 

Official Documents of the Post Office Department of the Confederate States of America. Reprinted 
in two volumes by Theron Wierenga 

Official Register of the United States, 1816-1911. From 1816-1877 known as Register of Officers 
and Agents, Civil, Military and Naval, in the service of the United States; 1879-1905 known as 
Official Register of the United States, containing a list of officers and employees in the civil, mili
tary and naval services, together with a list of ship and vessels belonging to the United States; 
1907-1911 known as Official Register; persons in the civil, military, and naval service of the United 
States and list of vessels. The Official Register was published by the State Department for 1816-
1859, by the Interior Department for 1861-1895; and by the Census Bureau from 1907-1911. 
Contained names of post offices and their location; names of postal employees and their annual 
compensations; and post office receipts. Beginning in 1881, information about the Post Office De
partment was found in Volume 2 of each succeeding biennial year. The Official Register was pub
lished biennially from 1817. 

Postal Laws and Regulations- (Various Years)- Some now being reprinted by Theron Wierenga, Box 
2007, Holland, Mich. 49423, 1832, 1843, 1847, 1852, 1857, 1866, so far. 

Records of Appointments of Postmasters 1789-1971 -Microfilm of the records available from archives 
also reports discontinuances, changes of name or spelling and county of site. 

Street Directory of Principal Cities of the Unit on States, Embracing Letter Carrier Offices Established 
to April30, 1908. Five editions 1881-1908. Government Printing Office. 

United States Mail & Post Office Assistant, 1860-72- Reprint 1975 by Chicago Collectors Club 
US. Post Office Department. U.S. Official Postal Guide. Oct. 1874-1978 - Includes list of all post 

offices, branch post offices and stations 

LIST OF POST OFFICES 

The American Gazetteer, 1779 Boston J edidiah Morse 
Branson 's North Carolina Business Directory, 1869, 1872, 1884 
A Compendious Dictionary of the English Language, 1806 - " List of Post Offices in the United States 

with the counties in which they are situated, and their distance from Washington." Noah Webster. 
List of Post Offices in the United States, 1803 
List of Post Offices in the United States, 1805- Printed by order of Postmaster General 
List of Post Offices in the United States with their Postmasters, 1808 
A List of Post-Offices in the United States ; . . . With the Laws and Regulations. Calvin Steves, 1808 
List of Post Offices in the United States, December 31, 1808. Washington 
Table of Post-Offices in the United States; with Their Distances from Washington City, and the Names 

of the Postmasters. Washington, 1811. 
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Table of Post-Offices in the United States; with the Names of the Postma~ters, the_ Cou_nties and 
States in Which They Are Situated and the Distances from Washington Czty. By D1rect10n of the 
Post-Master General1813 and 1817. 

Table of Post-offices in the United States, with the Names of the Postmasters, the counties and states 
in which they are situated, and the distances from the capitals of respective states. By Direction of 
the Postmaster General, 1819, 1822, 1825. 

List of Post-Offices in the United States, with the Names of the Postmasters, of the Counties and 
States, to which they belong; the Distances from the City of Washington, and the Seats of State 
Governments, respectively; 1828. 

Table of the post offices in the United States, arranged by state and counties, as they were October 
1, 1830; with a supplement, stating the offices established between the 1st October 1830, and the 
first April, 1831. Also an index to the whole. By direction of the post-master general. 1831, 1837, 
1842 

Table of Post Offices in the United States, july 1, 1836. 
Table of Post Offices in the United States on the First Day of October, 1846, arranged in alpha

betical order. 
Pratt's National Business Directory; showing the name and location of all the Post Towns, Post 

Offices, and Post Masters, in the United States. Carefully revised and corrected from authentic 
Government Records. 1850 

Tremayne's Table: The Post-Offices in the United States; Arranged Alphabetically by States and Coun
ties, Giving the Name of Post-Office and Postmaster . .. 1850. 

United States Post Office Guide, Review of the Post Office Establishment in the United States. Ex
position of the Scheme of Distribution. List of all the Post Offices in the United States, the Mail, 
Railroad, Canal and Steam Boat Routes 1851. Includes map. 

Table of Post Offices in the United States on the First Day of january, 1851, arranged in Alphabeti-
cal order. 

Rode 's United States Post Office Directory and Postal Guide. 185 3. 
List of Post Offices in the United States- 185 5 
List of Post Offices in the United States with the names of the Postmasters on the 1st of july, 1855. 

Also, the Principal Regulations of the Post Office Department. Compiled by D.D.T. Leech ... 185 5 
Post Office Directory ; or Business Man 's Guide to the Post Office in the United States ... Containing 

Also a Comprehensive Codification of the Existing Postal Laws. 1856, 1857, 1859 
List of Post Offices in the United States, with the names of post-masters (except at suspended offices) 

with an appendix containing the names of post offices . . . embracing also certain important regu
lations, and other postal information .. . to july 1, 1862. 

Post-Office Directory for 1863. Alphabetical List of Post-Offices in the United States, with the names 
of Postmasters (except at suspended offices). revised to April 1, 1863. New York: J . H. Col ton, 
1863. Other editions were published in 1864, 1867 and 1870. 

List of post offices and postmasters in the United States, with an appendix containing the names of 
post offices arranged by states and counties, and table of distances from Washington, D. C., to the 
county-seats of the several states and territories, etc . .. revised and corrected by the Post Office 
Department to October 20, 1867. U.S. Government Printing Office, 1868. 

List of Post Offices in the United States, arranged alphabetically by States . .. By William Van Vleck. 
1870 

Post Office Directory. -Government Printing Office, 1870. 
List of Post Offices in the United States . .. 1871. 
Alphabetical List of Post Offices, January 1872 
List of Post Offices in the United States . .. 1872 
Post Office Directory, April 1, 1873 
List of Post Offices in the United States . . . corrected to February 1, 1881. 
North Carolina Post Office Catalog 1983 - Published by Phil H. Perkinson and L.C. Johnson. List all 

known post offices in N.C. and first postmasters "---._.../ 
NOTE: The American Philatelic Research Library has 6 microfilm reels of official and semi-official 

lists or tables of post offices published in the United States between the years of 1797 and 1873. 
Originals are in the Library of Congress. 
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PERIODICALS 

American Philatelic Congress - Annual Anthology of Articles Secretary-Treasurer Thomas E. Elnen, 
P. 0 . Box 34, Skokie, IL 60076 

The A m erican Philatelist- Published by the American Philatelic Society, Monthly 
Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issues- U.S. Philatelic Classic Society Secretary Robert R. Hegland 

P. 0. Box 1101, Falls Church, VA 22041 
The Confederate Philatelist- Confederate Stamp Alliance published 1nonthly 
The Dixie Philatelist - The Southern Philatelic Federation- Secretary Don Garrett, 1010 Metairie Rd ., 

Jackson , MS 39209 
Machine Cancel Foru m - P. 0. Box 98, Greenbelt, MD 20770- Published free for a SASE 
North Carolina Postal History Society Newsletter- Published quarterly - Editor Tony Crumbley, P.O. 

Box 578 , Matthews, NC 28106 
P.S., A quarterly journal of postal history, a gatherini, P.O. Box 175 , Wynantskill , NY 12198 
Postal History journal - Postal History Society, Secretary Edwin J . Hanish, P. 0 . Box 847, Wayne, 

NJ 07470 
Stamps - " U.S. Classics" column by Theron Wierenga 
1896 Times - U.S. 1869 Pictorial Research Associates, Secretary Rex H. Stever, Bank & Trust Tower, 

Corpus Christi, TX 784 77 

DUES PAYMENT 

To date the Society has received 1985 dues from 43 members. Thanks to each of you who responded 
to the first notice. Those of you who did not have one last chance. · If there is a red mark on the 
address label used to mail this newsletter, then your 1985 dues remain unpaid. Please let this serve as 
the last reminder. We need your support to continue the work set forth. 

1985 WINTER MEETING NOTICE 

On Saturday , February 23 , at 12:00 Noon the N. C.P .H. Society will hold it s winter meeting. The 
meeting will be in Raleigh at the Mission Valley Inn. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. 




