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and Jackson. I have decided that it is time to bring some of  the 
first counties that were created fully up to date instead of  wait-
ing until all the counties are completed, which will be several 
years away. So, from now on, as each new county is added, one 
of  the original counties will be updated. Because there are so 
many changes and additions to be made to the early counties, 
a great number of  pages for each will have to be re-made. Fifty 
counties and one major city are now available online. When our 
new web site is activated it will be very easy to access the North 
Carolina Postmark Catalog Update from our own site under a sec-
tion called “Projects.” Remember, if  you want to know if  a 
county has been changed, check the date in parenthesis after 
the name of  the county in the on-line listing. It will tell you the 
most recent file posted. To date 2,675 pages have been created 
and 10,360 markings not previously documented have been 
recorded. 

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions for 
improving the society. Please feel free to call me at home (336 
545-0175), send me an e-mail message at rfwinter@bellsouth.
net, or write to me at the mailing address shown below.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE IN THIS ISSUE

By the time you read this, the holiday season will have 
mostly passed. I hope your time with family and 
friends has been enjoyable. I send my best wishes 
that the New Year of  2012 will be a healthy and 

joyful one for you.
 This begins our 30th year as a postal history society. The 
society is financially healthy, although not “rich.” Each year 
more members contribute to the information we provide our 
members in our journal. Societies succeed because the members 
participate. I hope the interest in participating continues and 
even grows as time progresses. I envision there will be more 
exciting rewards for society membership in the coming year. 
Although progress has been slow, we will soon have our web 
site, one I hope the members will enjoy. As we gain experience 
in maintaining the site and get feedback from our members, I 
believe it will grow in its usefulness just as the society is 
growing. I envision a number of  additional features over the 
initial site layout as time goes on.
 About two thirds of  our members have paid their dues for 
2012 now, with many contributing a little extra as sustaining 
members. The early and generous response is very encouraging.  
Please remember to pay your dues, if  you have not already 
done so. The dues remain at $15 for the year and include four 
issues of  our award-winning journal, the North Carolina Postal 
Historian. Make your payments to Bill DiPaolo, our Secretary-
Treasurer, whose mailing address appears on this page. 
Donations above the regular membership amount of  $15 are 
deductible and will be very helpful to our small society.
 So far just under 40 percent of  those who have paid their 
dues have responded positively to a digital edition of  our 
journal. We will let you know how we plan to proceed with this 
innovation after we hear from all our members.

The status box of  the North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update 
on page 20 shows two new counties have been added, Iredell 
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The grubby looking cover in Figure 1 looks, at first 
blush, like an ordinary Civil War soldier’s letter from 
New Bern. Upon closer examination, however, it 
has an interesting story, particularly the odd envelope 

used. But first, some background is needed.

 Although North Carolina seceded from the Union on May 
20, 1861, New Bern remained under Union control for all but 
about 10 months. “As a center of  agriculture, munitions and 
naval supplies for the Confederacy, New Bern was an important 
target for the North to capture. Turpentine factories, 
shipbuilding yards, and even inventors of  the first bombs for 
the South were all based [there].”1 Furthermore, it provided a 
sheltered inland port, which along with Union control of  most 
of  the North Carolina coast, was important in the North’s 
highly successful blockade of  Confederate shipping.
 Thus, New Bern was captured after a short battle on March 
14, 1862, by a Union force led by Brigadier General Ambrose 
Burnside. A hospital and lookout post was established in the 
First Presbyterian Church, which still stands today (Figure 2). 
Stationed there, as an army Chaplain, was the Rev. William C. 
Whitcomb.
 Born February 8, 1820, in Marlborough, New Hampshire, 
Whitcomb was commissioned as a Chaplain on July 5, 1862. A 
staunch abolitionist, in 1850 he authored A Discourse on the 
Recapture of  Fugitive Slaves, which is in print today. He died in 
Morehead City, North Carolina, from malarial fever on 
October 29, 1864.

 The letter is addressed to Mrs. Albert Goff, the wife of  a 
farmer, who lived in Attleboro, Massachusetts. His wife was 
Ruth.2 Their eldest son and daughter were William and Isabelle, 
who would have been about ages 20 and 21, respectively, in 
1864. William enlisted in the Massachusetts 24th Infantry on 

October 21, 1861.3 At the time of  this letter, the 
24th Infantry was in New Bern. I believe the letter 
writer, here, was William Goff, writing to his 
mother. It is odd that it was addressed “Care of  
Isabelle.”
  The Act of  July 22, 1861, provided that Union 
noncommissioned soldiers could mail a letter 
without prepayment of  postage, and that the 
postage would be collected upon delivery. The 
envelope had to be clearly marked as a “Soldier’s 
Letter,” and a commissioned officer (or equivalent) 
had to sign a “certificate” on the envelope so 
attesting.4 
  This letter was mailed in New Bern, as shown by 
the black, double circle datestamp, NEW BERN/
AUG/28/1864/N.C. The postmaster correctly 
hand stamped “Due 3” for the 3 cents postage due 
upon delivery. At upper left, is Chaplain 

The Leeds Patent Envelope: An Unusual Use

 by Stephen B. Pacetti

▲ Figure 1.  Leeds patent envelope, used by a Union soldier in New Bern.

Figure 2. ▲
The First Presbyterian Church, today, in New Bern.
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Whitcomb’s certificate showing it to be a genuine soldier’s 
letter that did not require prepayment of  postage. In the upper 
right corner is a manuscript “35,” probably written by someone 
to indicate the 35th letter received from the writer.
  Now, for the unusual part — what’s with the square hole in 
the upper right with the tic-tac-toe lattice? This is a Leeds 
patent envelope, named after the patent owner Lewis W. Leeds 
of  New York City.5 
  The first to obtain such an envelope patent was Benjamin 
Morison of  Philadelphia, who called his invention an 
“Improved Envelope for Letters, Documents, etc., Requiring 
to be Mailed.”6 Oddly, his “hole” was in the upper left corner 
of  the envelope. It was round and did not have a lattice of  any 
type.
 When Leeds (Figure 3) filed for his own patent, he found 
that Morison had beaten him to it. Morison, however, never 
pursued his idea, and in late 1861, Leeds purchased the patent 
for $5,000, with the assistance of  his brother Barclay, also of  
Philadelphia.
 Lewis Leeds’ concept was a die cut opening in the upper 
right corner, with a lattice. He and his first partner in the 
venture, Calvert Vaux (pronounced, Vorks) enlisted famed 
postal stationery printer George Nesbitt to develop an envelope 
with the die cut hole shown in Figure 4.7 

 Later, after Vaux dropped out in January 
1862 and Franklin joined Leeds in the envelope 
venture, they hired printer and envelope maker 
William P. Lyon, who developed the die style 
shown in Figure 1 and Figure 5. (Note that the 
envelope in Figure 5 bears a printed “U.S. 
Sanitary Commission.” corner card. This 
becomes relevant to the story shortly.) Lyon 
was to not only produce the envelopes, but to 
advertise and sell them.
 The whole idea behind the patent envelope 
was to interest business people, not the general 
public. The November 11, 1862, New York 
Times ad shown in Figure 6 explains the 
envelope’s purpose. You place the postage 
stamp directly over the die cut hole lattice. Part 

of  the gum adheres to the lattice, the other to the letter sheet 
inside. Then, the postmaster strikes a socked-on-the-nose 
datestamp to cancel the stamp. When the addressee removes 
the letter, the canceled stamp and lattice are torn from the 
envelope, and remain with the letter as proof  of  mailing and 
the date. Figure 7 shows the reverse of  an 1861 1 cent stamp, 

removed from a letter, with the 
lattice remnant still adhering.

 The problem with the 
whole idea Leeds had was that 
it required extra work at the 
post office to precisely strike 
the datestamp, and, most 
importantly, that the Post 

Office Department had issued a specific policy to postmasters 
in July 1860 to not cancel postage stamps with a datestamp, 
which was to be struck on an unmarked portion of  the 
envelope so as to be easily read. Thus, despite the efforts to sell 
the “Stamp Sealing and Postmark Preserving Envelope,” as 
Leeds called it, the venture was a failure.
 Now, about the U.S. Sanitary Commission connection: Lewis 
Leeds’ primary business was as a heating and ventilation 
consultant. He worked with the Commission to advise it on 
ways to improve the ventilation in Union hospitals and camps. 
The thinking among public health officials at the time was that 
diseases were airborne in a “miasma” and were spread in this 
manner. 

 

◄ Figure 4.  Close-up of the 
lattice of the early Leeds & Vaux 
envelope, made by George 
Nesbitt. Black background high-
lights the lattice cutout.

▲ Figure 5.  The most common Leeds patent envelope lattice, with 
a U.S. Sanitary Commission imprint.

◄ Figure 3.  Lewis W. Leeds, 
circa early 1860s.

= 
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 For reasons unknown, the Commission purchased 29,500 
patent envelopes from Lyon. Some were printed with the 
Commission corner card, some plain.
 One of  the Commission’s main activities was its so-called 
Sanitary Fairs and similar events, to provide a little aid and 
comfort to Union soldiers. It is my speculation, then, that 
William Goff, or perhaps Chaplain Whitcome, obtained the 
envelope in Figure 1 at a Sanitary Commission event, or by 
some other distribution method. There is no record that Leeds 
patent envelopes were ever sold commercially to the public.
 With so many patent envelopes in the Sanitary Commission’s 
hands, one might think that they are not uncommon in the 
collecting market. In fact, they are scarce. Those with the 
Commission corner card are very scarce. What became of  
them all is a mystery.
 An article titled, “The Leeds Patent Envelope: A Review and 
a Possible New Earliest Known Use,” which I wrote, may be 

found in the May 2007 issue of  the U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society Chronicle, issue Whole No. 214. Since 
then, further research has pointed up a few errors in the 
article, as well as additional information about the Leeds 
envelope. If  any reader has a patent envelope — of  any 
type — in their collection, I would very much appreciate 
receiving a scan at, sbp57@comcast.net. ■

Endnotes:

1. “New Bern, North Carolina History,” http://www.
new-bern.nc.us/HistoryNB/
2. I am indebted to my wife, Julianne H. Pacetti, the 

family genealogist, for researching Chaplin Whitcomb and the 
Goff ’s.
3. William Goff  reenlisted as a corporal, September 3, 1864, 
and was mustered out on January 20, 1866.
4. This same privilege was extended to Union sailors and 
marines on January 21, 1862.
5. Sometimes called a Leeds and Franklin patent envelope, after 
Leeds’ second partner in the envelope venture, Joseph F. 
Franklin.
6. Patent No. 28767, June 19, 1860.
7. Note the expert detail of  the design, including the name, 
“Leeds & Vaux/110 Broadway,” their business address in New 
York. The black insert is to show how the envelope might look 
with a letter sheet inside.

Figure 6. ▲
1862 newspaper ad for the Leeds “Post-mark Preserving Envelope.”

Figure 7.  ►
Close up of the common Leeds 
lattice stuck to the back of an 
1861 1¢ postage stamp.

New Markings

Greg Ciesielski submitted this New Bern postmark dated March 6, 1948, in magenta ink, 
size 33 mm, with a comma after “New Bern.” The postmark was found on the back of  
a First Flight cover addressed to Pittsburg, Pa. on AM 87, which flew a route over Ohio-
North Carolina-Virginia-West Virginia-Tennessee-Kentucky. The front of  the cover was 
postmarked with a slogan machine cancel of  Raleigh, machine no. 2, with the slogan, 
“GIVE/+/Red Cross/Fund.” The postmark will be added to the North Carolina Postmark 
Catalog Update when Craven County is updated again.
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On December 17, 1903, Orville Wright telegraphed 
home the news that he and his brother Wilbur, 
had just successfully flown a heavier-than-air 
powered aircraft. Figure 1 commemorates the 

25th anniversary of  this flight with a beautifully hand-colored 
cachet envelope. The telegraph was dispatched from Kitty 
Hawk. The fact the flight had actually 
taken place a few miles away at Kill 
Devil Hills didn’t matter. Today, the 
world knows the name Kitty Hawk 
better than our state capitol, Raleigh, 
because of  this historic flight.
 This story began on May 30, 1899, 
when Wilbur wrote the Smithsonian 
Institution asking for all the 
information they had on “flight.” 
Shortly thereafter, the Wrights wrote 
the U.S. weather bureau for the 
windiest places in the nation. The 
Outer Banks, they were told, was the 
place to go.
 In 1900, the Wright Brothers wrote 
Kitty Hawk former postmaster 
William J. Tate about weather 
conditions in Kitty Hawk. For four 
successive years from 1900 through 
1903, Orville and Wilbur traveled to 
Kitty Hawk experimenting on their 
flying machines. They made over 1,000 
successful glider flights from there. 

On their first trip, they stayed with former postmaster William 
Tate.
 The post office of  Kitty Hawk was first opened November 
11, 1878 with Sophia D. Tate serving as postmaster. On 
November 22, 1879, Joseph Balm was appointed postmaster. 
Figure 2 illustrates a cover posted on September 12, 1881, 

during postmaster Baum’s tenure. He served 
until January 6, 1892, when William J. Tate 
was appointed. His wife, Addie M. Tate, 

took over the office on February 3, 1898, 
and would serve until January 10, 1914. At 
this point the post office was located in 
Currituck County. It would stay there until 
1920.

Kitty Hawk, an Annual Celebration

 by Tony L. Crumbley

▲ Figure 1.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1928.  Few events of the era have had more cachets 
produced than this 25th anniversary of flight. This hand painted cover of Orville Wright and 
his first plane is one of the more attractive ones.

◄ Figure 2.  Kitty Hawk, NC, September 
12, 1881, purple, triple circle circular date-
stamp. Post office had opened in 1878. 
Joseph M. Baum, the second postmaster, 
was serving Kitty Hawk.
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   In 1901 the Wright Brothers moved down the 
beach to a base at the largest sand hill on the 
beach at Kill Devil Hills. They built a 16 x 25 
foot building to live in and work on their 
machines. They continued through 1902 and 
1903 testing their gliders.
 After failing in the fall of  1903, they went 
back to Dayton, Ohio, for major repairs. They 

returned and were ready to test their new flying 
machine. On the morning of  December 17, at 
10:30 a.m. Orville mounted the machine for the 
first test. The engine was started and the plane 
rolled forward with Wilbur running alongside 
steadying the wings. The first historic take off  
occurred. The flight lasted twelve seconds and 
flew only 100 feet. However, it was the birth of  
powered flight (Figure 3).
 Later that day Wilbur would fly for 55 
seconds and cover a distance of  852 feet. Thus, 
on that cold December day, two bicycle makers 
from Ohio would begin a celebration we still 
continue today more than 100 years later. Figure 
4 shows a handsome cover purporting to have 
been mailed on the day of  the first successful 
power flight. No covers are known from 
December 17, 1903, commomerating this event 

and this one is a fake cover.
 Figure 5 was posted at the Kitty Hawk post 
office with a Type 3-2 Doane cancel four months 

before the Wright brothers demonstrated a successful 
flight with a passenger. 
 For the next 20 years the Wrights would 
battle the French over who flew first, fall out of  grace 
with the U.S., and take their first airplane to Europe. 
It was not until 1928 when the International Civil 
Aeronautics Conference was being held in 

Figure 3. ▲
Post card photo of Wright Brothers first flight December 17, 1903. Orville is in 
the plane and Wilbur beside the wing.

Figure 4.  ►
Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1903, a wonderful 
looking cover postmarked on the day of the first 
flight. Sorry, it’s a fake. (Mike Kelly collection)

◄ Figure 5.  Kitty Hawk, January 1, 1908, Doane 
Type 3-2 CDS. In 1908, Orville and Wilbur returned 
to test the first passenger airplane. The successful 
attempt occurred on May 14, 1908. Cover was 
postmarked by postmaster Addie Tate.
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Washington, D.C. that the first major anniversary celebration 
would be held. Local citizens had placed a small marker on the 
site in 1928. A.C. Roessler was one of  the few to mark the 
celebration of  this marker with a souvenir card (Figures 6 and 
7). On December 17, 1928, it seems the world returned to Kitty 
Hawk to celebrate the 25th anniversary of  the Wright Brothers 
first flight.

 

Since that 25th celebration, almost every year some type of  
celebration has produced a commemorative envelope of  this 
event. What follows are illustrations of  the known posted 
covers. The author would like to know of  other such covers in 
your collection for inclusion in his census. ■

▲ Figure 6.  Kitty Hawk, May 2, 1928, A.C. Roessler produced a 
souvenir card for the placement of the marker by local citizens 
honoring the Wright Brothers.

▲ Figure 10.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1929, no cachet on 
this anniversary cover. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 11.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1930, Hettie H. Baum 
served as postmaster from February 14, 1929 until December 31, 
1953. She produced this simple cachet in 1930.

▲ Figure 8 and 9.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1928. The flyers of the world attended the International Aeronautics Conference in 
Washington, D.C., December 12-14, 1928. From there, many traveled to Norfolk then by water to Kitty Hawk for a celebration of the 
25th anniversary of the Wright’s flight. Pair of covers posted with plate blocks of Scott #649, 2 cent Wright airplane and Scott #650 5 
cent, globe and airplane.

Figure 7.  ▲
Reverse of the Roessler card. It is interesting to note the card 

indicates the anniversary is December 21, 1928.
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▲ Figure 12.  Kitty Hawk, November 19, 1932. In the midst 
of a recession, the Wright Brothers memorial pylon was 
placed at Kill Devil Hill. Roessler created cover for this event.

▲ Figure 13.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1932, another 
Roessler created card issued for the ceremony commemorat-
ing the memorial pylon.

▲ Figure 14.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, for the 30th 
anniversary a very attractive cachet was produced in the midst 
of a depression. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 15.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, another Great 
Depression cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 16.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, this National 
Recovery Act (NRA) cover is quite unusual. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)

▲ Figure 17.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1937, no fancy 
cachet was applied on this 34th year celebration. Cover used 
again at 100th anniversary with additional special cancel.

▲ Figure 18.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1938, another quiet 
year for the 35th anniversary with no cachet issued. Cover 
used again at 100th anniversary with additional cancel.

▲ Figure 19.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1940, with a Pan 
American Aviation Day cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)
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▲ Figure 20.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1943, 40th anniver-
sary cachet produced by the Dayton, Ohio Philatelic Society.

▲ Figure 21.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1947, a preprinted, 
formal cachet for the events of the 44th anniversary. (Mike 
Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 22.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1948, the 45th 
anniversary produced a very simple purple boxed anniversary 
flight cachet.

▲ Figure 23.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1948, the 45th 
anniversary also produced a more formal cachet in dark red.

▲ Figure 24.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1949, the 46th 
anniversary produced numerous cachets as the Wright flyer 
was brought home from Europe and the U.S. issued a stamp.

▲ Figure 25.  Kitty Hawk, December 15, 1951, though two 
days before the actual anniversary, this cover celebrates the 
silver anniversary of scheduled commercial air transportation.

▲ Figure 26.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1953, a rather mod-
est label was applied to this 50th anniversary cover on reval-
ued postal stationery.

▲ Figure 27.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1953, an over-
printed 1943 cachet was used to make this 50th anniversary 
cachet.

COMMEMORATING ..... -........ 

811 CUT .lI11UIL 
FIRST DAV OF ISSUE 

lira . (oHor H. /k>1>1nt<>n 

10$ 1'1 .... $'. •.. -., 

GEO. O. AUSTED 
220 OTi,.ba Avenu" 
San hanciaco 2" Calif. 

' F 1ST DAY OF 1~~E 

Pool ,. 'Uhu 
4i1:!$ - 30th Au s. 
III"U~lll 17,'., •• , 

r 
I 
I 
I 
I 

- - - -

~ ~ . r ~ ..... , ........ co 

RIm ItKOlW 
IlInl .-

SILfU UllVWllf .. ............... 
JJI ftUlPOnlfltl 

- - - - -
... lIlA AJRAwL 

-
I ....... , ...... In 

. " 
S •• ro,U1 
!or . Cluh or '.olI l octo~ 

m •• n.r ~1l~1", 
' •• bloct.n~ . D. C 

'-~ 

_ .. -.." ----



Page 11 WINTER 2011-2012NCPHS Postal Historian

▲ Figure 28.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1954, no cachet on 
this 51st anniversary cover. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 29.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1957, plate block of 
four Scott No. C45 on commemorative cachet envelope 
signed by postmaster Irene L. Twiford. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 30.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1958, colorful 
sticker applied to make 55th anniversary event cover. (Mike 
Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 31.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1958, another dif-
ferent sticker applied to make this 55th anniversary cover. 
(Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 32.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1961, this 1961 
cover salutes the USS Kitty Hawk on the 50 years of naval 
aviation.

▲ Figure 33.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1963, the 60th 
anniversary produced a blue rubber stamp cachet.

▲ Figure 34.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1963, the same 
cachet was printed in silver and blue ink on this airmail border 
cover for the 60th anniversary.

▲ Figure 35.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1969, first man on 
the moon stamp was used on this cover prepared for the 66th 
anniversary cover.
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▲ Figure 36.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1973, the Bow Wow 
local post of Baltimore, Maryland, issued a special cachet for 
the 70th anniversary.

▲ Figure 37.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1974, cachet print-
ed in blue and red for this 71st anniversary. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)

▲ Figure 38.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1975, for its 72nd 
anniversary, the post office issued the first day of a new 21 
cent airmail postal card.

▲ Figure 39. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1976, the first fancy 
cancel was created for this 73rd anniversary celebration.

▲ Figure 40.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1978, for its 75th 
anniversary, the post office issued a stamp honoring the 
Wright Brothers. A fancy cancel was used here as well.

▲ Figure 41.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1979, blue and gold 
two color cachet produced for the 76th celebration. (Mike Kelly 
collection)

▲ Figure 42.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1979, a second 
cachet in four colors for the 76th anniversary. (Mike Kelly col-
lection)

▲ Figure 43.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1980, green and red 
cachet for the 77th anniversary celebration. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)
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▲ Figure 44.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1982, the 79th 
anniversary cachet was printed in orange and black, the 4th 
cachet by this designer – hfb cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 45.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1995, a brown and 
blue cachet by hfb cachet for the 92nd anniversary. (Mike 
Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 46.  Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1996, this cachet 
was created by the local philatelic club.

▲ Figure 47. Kitty Hawk Station, December 17, 1997, 94th 
anniversary with hfb cachet in black and red. A special hand 
stamp was produced for the first time. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 48.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 1998, 95th anniversary. Another special hand stamp on 
this hfb cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)

▲ Figure 49.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, and 
Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil Hills, December 
17, 2001, 98th anniversary with two specials cancel.

▲ Figure 50.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 2002, and Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil 
Hills, one year later, 99th and 100th anniversary cancels.

▲ Figure 51.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 2003, 100th anniversary of powered flight with special 
handstamp.
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▲ Figure 52.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 2003, four color cachet produced by Greensboro post 
office and canceled at the on the 100th anniversary.

▲ Figure 53.  Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil 
Hills, December 17, 2005, 102nd anniversary celebration.

▲ Figure 54.  Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 2008, 105th anniversary  of powered flight. (Mike Kelly 
collection)

▲ Figure 55. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December 
17, 2009, 106th anniversary celebration. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)

▲ Figure 56.  Outer Banks Stamp Club Station – Your own Kitty Hawk cover to start a new collection.
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These covers relate to Charlotte, North Carolina 
railroads, and while they are not scarce, they 
are not by any means easy to find.
  The first cover, Figure 1, has an agent mark-

ing (type 338-D-2) from the Charlotte, Columbia and 
Augusta Railroad used on its 192-mile run from Charlotte 
to Augusta, Georgia. The railroad agent marking is illus-
trated in Figure 2 from Post Offices and Postmasters of  North 
Carolina, Volume IV, page 4-242, published by the North 
Carolina Postal History Society in 1996. What makes this 

1870s cover  interesting is 

the killer which is a negative “N” cork cancel. This 
killer was applied only on covers traveling north-
bound on the line. A negative “S” was used on the 
southbound trains. The north and south killers 
appear to have been used only for a short time 
period.
   Figure 3 shows a cover with the corner business 
marking of  the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta 
Railroad. This envelope was posted in Columbia, 

South Carolina, on July 7, 1870, addressed 
to Fort Mills, South Carolina. A negative 
star killer cork cancel was used at this time 
in Columbia.

Two Interesting Railroad Cancellations

 by Scott Troutman

▲ Figure 1.  November 20, 187x cover to Mount Holly (Gaston 
County) postmarked by the railroad agent operating on the north-
bound run of the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta railroad. The killer 
used is a negative “N” cork cancel.

◄ Figure 2.  Charlotte & 
Augusta railroad agent cancel 
and killers used for a short 
time on the north and south 
runs.

▲ Figure 3.  July 7, 1870, cover 
addressed to Fort Mills, South Carolina, 
with a corner business marking of the 
Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta 
Railroad. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

▲ Figure 4.  Ten dollar ticket of the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad, good 
for two passengers going 100 miles. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)
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   A ten dollar ticket issued by the 
Charlotte, Columbia and August Railroad 
is illustrated in Figure 4. This ticket was 
good for the fare of  two passengers 
going 100 hundred miles on the railroad 
in any direction.  Similar tickets for one 
dollar, good for one passenger going 
twenty miles, two dollars, good for two 
passengers going twenty miles, and five 
dollars, good for one passenger going 
one hundred miles, are in the collection 
of  Tony Crumbley. 
   A stock certificate for three shares of  
the Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta Rail 
Road Company at $100 each, issued on 
July 16, 1885, is shown in Figure 5.
   The second type of  Charlotte-related 
railroad cover, Figure 6, has a faint 
“WASH. & CHAR. R.P.O. F.M.” cancel 
with the date January 30, 1888. The 
“F.M.” indicated the fast mail train, which 
ran on the Virginia Midland and  the 
Richmond and Danville Railroad. This 
fast mail canceler was only used for about 

eight years from 1882 to early 1890s. The cancel has the 
year inverted. It is a type 302-J-2 cancel, Post Offices and 
Postmasters of  North Carolina, Volume IV, page 4-298, 
which was the first fast mail cancel used on the line. 
The early markings sometimes had an inverted “E” killer 
to indicate the express train. ■

▲ Figure 6.  Washington & Charlotte R.P.O. cancel used 
by railroad agent on the fast mail train between Lynchburg 
and Martinsville, Virginia.

Figure 5. ▲
Stock certificate of the Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta Rail Road Company for 

three shares at $100 each, issued on July 16, 1885. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

Figure 7. ►
Washington & Charlotte 
railroad post office cancel 
showing fast mail service, 
type 302-J-2, one of two 
fast mail cancels used on 
the line.

Figure 8. ▲
June 7, 1886 cover to Washington, D.C. posted on the fast mail 

Washington & Charlotte train. Letter addressed to Congressman John 
S. Henderson of Rowan County. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)
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Mystery Cover

Only one member responded to the mystery 
cover in the last issue. A correct answer was 
received from Frank Hall, who said this 5 July 
1888 envelope originated in Winder (Moore 
County). Winder’s name was changed to Vass in 
1892. According to William S. Powell’s The North 
Carolina Gazetteer, the original name of  this town 
was for an official of  the Raleigh and Augusta Air 
Line Railroad. The later name of  Vass was for the 
treasurer of  the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad. 
Obviously, this was a town on the railroad line.

Can you locate the office shown by 
the manuscript cancel on this cover 
posted on 16 February 1847? The 
postmasters of  this office wrote the 
name in several different ways.

Send your answer to Tony Crumbley 
or Dick Winter.

If  you’d like to contribute information 
or articles to the Spring POSTAL HISTORIAN 

please submit by the following deadline:

MARCH 1

NORTH CAROLINA
POSTAL
HISTORIAN

Have You Given Us Your 
E-mail Address?

We would like in the future to be able to send  
information to members using e-mail, but we lack valid 
e-mail addresses for many of  our members. Please help 

by sending your e-mail address to Bill DiPaolo, the 
Secretary-Treasurer at wdipaolo@triad.rr.com or Tony 

Crumbley at tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net.
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Usually, when one sees writing all over an envelope, 
it usually means the cover has a story to tell, if  the 
handwriting can be deciphered. The cover 
illustrated in Figure 1 indeed has an interesting 

story, but I needed some help to read and interpret the 
comments on this cover. This help was provided by 
Madame Michèle Chauvet of  Paris, a prominent 
French postal historian, who has published a 
number of  outstanding treatises on early French 
postal history as well as a series of  books about the 
postal history of  many of  the French colonies.
 The Figure 1 envelope was posted in Rocky 
Mount (Edgecombe County) on 13 March 1852, 
and was addressed to Doctor N. J. Pittman at a 
street address in Paris. William S. Powell’s Dictionary 
of  North Carolina Biography tells us that Newsome 
Jones Pittman was a physician, surgeon, and 
gynecologist, born in Halifax County on 9 August 
1818. He graduated in medicine from the University 
of  Pennsylvania in 1839 and began his practice in 
Rocky Mount. In 1849 he traveled overseas to study 
in European medical clinics from 1849-52. This 
letter was mailed to him while in Paris in the last 
year of  his overseas study before returning to North 
Carolina to continue his practice in Rocky Mount. 

While in Paris he was president of  the American Medical 
Society of  Paris. In 1861 he was appointed surgeon in Lawrence 

O’B. Branch’s brigade, serving until he was captured with the 
Confederate forces that surrendered at New Bern in 1862. 
After the war in 1866 he was elected chairman of  the State 
Medical Board of  Examiners. He remained active in medical 
organizations, serving in 1877 as the first vice-president of  the 

American Medical Association, and in representing 
the United States medical community in international 
conferences. He died in 1893 and was buried at the 
Calvary Church Cemetery, Tarboro, where an 
obelisk tombstone marks his grave.
 The letter was postmarked in manuscript, 
upper right corner, “Rocky Mt N.C/Mar 13.” 
Manuscript postmarks were used in Rocky Mount 
until the first circular datestamp appeared in the fall 
of  1852. To the right of  the postmark was written 
“Paid 20 cts,” to show a payment of  20¢, which was 
the correct rate for a ½ ounce letter to go by 
American contract mail steamer directly from New 
York to Le Havre, France. However, on the day 
this letter was posted in Rocky Mount, the steamer 
left New York and another direct steamer to 
France would not leave for four more weeks. Since 
the letter had been endorsed in the lower left 

corner, “via Liverpool,” which was a routing instruction to 
send the letter via England to France, a 21¢  American packet 

Rocky Mount to Paris

 by Richard F. Winter

Figure 1. ▲
13 March 1852 envelope from Rocky Mount (Edgecombe County) to Doctor 
Newsome Jones Pittman in Paris, France. An explanation of the numerous 

manuscript markings on this cover are the subject of this article.

▲ Figure 2.  The New York & Liverpool United States Mail Steamship 
Company (Collins Line) steamship Arctic (1850-54). (Courtesy of The Mariners 
Museum, Newport News, Va.)
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rate, the New York exchange office clerk considered the letter 
insufficiently paid and treated it as a wholly unpaid letter to be 
sent to England by an American mail steamer, ignoring the 20¢ 
payment.
 On 20 March the Collins Line steamship Arctic departed 
New York with the mail for the United Kingdom and Europe 
and arrived at Liverpool on 31 March 1852. Figure 2 illustrates 
the New York & Liverpool United States Mail Steamship 
Company (commonly called the Collins Line) steamship Arctic 
on which this letter crossed the Atlantic. The reverse of  the 
envelope is shown in Figure 3. It clearly shows the arrival of  

the letter at London on 1 April 1852 with an orange circular 
datestamp, supporting the conclusion that the letter was 
carried on the Arctic. The letter was sent to France from 
London, arriving at the Paris office on 2 April 1852. An orange 
circular French entry datestamp struck just below the Rocky 
Mount manuscript postmark shows the letter’s arrival at Paris. 
The inscription within the concentric circles reads “ETATS-
UNIS.PAQ.AM.A,” which means that the letter was from the 
United States and was brought to England by an American 
packet. It traveled to Paris by the London-Dover-Calais route. 
Figure 4 illustrates a similar marking pictured in Raymond 
Salles book, La Poste Maritime Française, Volume 4, as marking 
no. 1781. A Paris clerk marked the letter for 16 decimes 
postage due with the black handstamp 16 struck over the Paris 
entry datestamp. This was the postage due of  16 decimes (1 
franc 60 centimes) for a letter from the United States via 
England weighing between 7½ and 15 grams.
   The reverse of  the envelope, shows a black circular datestamp 
of  the Paris Bureau Central indicating the distribution was to 
be to the second rayon (region) of  Paris. The postman 
delivering the letter was unable to locate Doctor Pittman at the 

address written on the envelope and wrote on the reverse that 
the recipient no longer lived at the address and that the letter 
had to be returned to the main post office for the fourth 
distribution period of  the day. He also wrote that the new 
address should be the medical school and that a second 
postman should use that address. The marking of  the postman 
who made the notations was the small circle, upper left on the 
reverse that showed the numerals 3 over 10. This marking 
would distinctly define the postman who delivered the letter or, 
in this case, made the address changes. To direct attention to 
the notations on the reverse, on the front of  the letter, upper 

left was written “au d,” an abbreviation for “au dos,” 
directions to see the back of  the letter. This was the 
limit of  the postal notations on this cover.
 The remaining manuscript markings on the 
front and reverse of  the letter were markings of  a 
private nature. In other words, the envelope was 
simply used as a piece of  paper to write an accounting 
statement. Apparently, Doctor Pittman employed 
someone to settle two accounts and the record was 
written on this envelope. On the front, the upper most 
manuscript notation related to the cost of  1 franc 60 
centimes to be paid on 2 April to the postman who 
delivered the letter. Under that was written an 
additional expense of  25 centimes for the laundry 
cleaning of  a shirt! The total of  the two charges was 
1 franc 85 centimes, which was claimed on 3 June 
1852 by the employee. On the reverse was written that 
the postage due of  1 franc 60 centimes was paid on 2 
March, which was in error as it was paid on 2 April.
 Sometimes all the strange markings on 
stampless covers don’t relate just to the postal handling 

of  the letter. Admittedly, it is most unusual when they don’t and 
that is why this 
cover has been 
described. ■

References:
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 Authors, 1958).
Salles, Raymond. La Poste Maritime Français,. 9 Volumes (Paris:  
 The Author, 1969-75).
Winter, Richard F., Understanding Transatlantic Mail, Volume 1   
 (Bellefonte, PA: American Philatelic Society, 2006).

▲ Figure 3.  Reverse of 13 March 1852 envelope from Rocky Mount to 
Paris. Cover shows notations by the Paris postman who tried to deliver the 
letter and learned the address was incorrect for Doctor Pittman. The various 
markings on the reverse and on the front will be described in the text.

◄ Figure 4.  French entry 
markings on cover front in 
red orange ink, from Salles 
La Poste Maritime Française, 
Volume 4, marking no. 1781.
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North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
The following counties have been prepared

and are available at 
http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/statepostalhistory/

northcarolina_postmarkcatalog.html: 
Alamance through Jackson

Minor changes have been made to some of  the other counties

BIG Lick STAMPS
Buying and selling Stamps, Covers & 

Collections of the World

Cary Cochran
Owner

P.O. Box 163 
Locust, North Carolina 28097 

1.800.560.5310 ____________________________
carytj@yahoo.com
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2012 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

NEW MEMBERS

James Jordon - Wilmington
Clarke Stephens - Walkertown

Elwyn Doubleday - Alton, New Hampshire

(43% of  membership)
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