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his issue begins our 32nd year as a society and the
close of another holiday season. My hope is that
your holiday season was enjoyable and that the New
Year brings good health and philatelic enjoyment to
each of you. I am pleased that we continue to show growth in
our membership. In addition, we continue to increase the
amount and quality of North Carolina postal history knowledge
we are able provide to our members and the public at large. We
are very appreciative of the support of our authors, who make
this possible.
Through the efforts of one of our newer members, Jim
Baird, we have digitized versions of all our past newsletters and
journals. Now we have to find a way to make these searchable
PDF files available via our web site. Investigations on how to
do this are underway.
The status box of the North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
(back page) continues to show changes. The updated postmarks
of 75 counties and four separate cities now have been
documented. Additional changes to previously completed
counties continue as time is available. Remember, if you want
to know if a county has had changes made since you last
viewed it, check the date in parenthesis after the name of the
file posted. Also, the date of a revision appears in the lower left
corner of the first page (map page) of each county. Counties
that show only a month and year have not had additional
updates. After nine years of work on this catalog, there are
4,154 pages on-line, with 15,919 markings that were not
documented in the original catalog.
A large number of our members have paid their dues for
2015, with many contributing a little extra as sustaining
members. The early and generous response is very encouraging.
The extra donations help us with the increased costs of
providing the journal. Please remember to pay your dues now
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if you have not already done so. Dues for 2015 remain at $15
for the year, which includes four issues of our journal, the
North Carolina Postal Historian. Donations above the regular
membership amount are deductible as we are a non-profit,
educational organization. All contributions will be very helpful
to our society.
In July 2015, I will have completed 16 years as President of
the North Carolina Postal History Society. As announced at the
meeting of the Board of Directors in July 2014, I have decided
not to continue serving as the President of our society. This
decision reflects my desire to have new, younger leadership of
the society and to make the society less dependent on one
individual. A search committee will recommend new officers in
July. If you would like to serve please contact Tony Crumbley,
who heads that committee.
As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions for
improving the society. Please feel free to call me at home (336
545-0175), send me an e-mail message at rfwinter@triad.rr.
com, or write to me. My mailing address appears at the bottom
of this page.
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Western North Carolina Space Covers
by Scott Steward

W

hen most collectors think of western North
Carolina postal history, one of the terms that
does not come to mind is space-related covers.
However, thanks to a National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) facility located near Rosman,
North Carolina, a number of NASA covers created during the
heyday of the American space program exist related to
Rosman. The author has tried to locate a catalog listing of the
covers associated with the Rosman facility, but conversations
with space cover specialists and a search of philatelic literature
has yielded no information about the covers. The intent of this
article is to describe the history of the facility and to provide a
listing of the covers produced and the markings on those
covers.
The facility was dedicated on October 26, 1963, with an
event that was attended by a variety of prominent North
Carolina politicians of the day as well as NASA representatives.
The station was located seven miles from Rosman, within the
boundary of the Pisgah National Forest. The first page of a
news release describing the station and the opening ceremony
is shown in Figure 1. The facility was described as a tracking
station, a part of the Satellite Tracking and Data Acquisition
Network (STADAN). The station cost five million dollars to
build and was equipped with an 85-foot diameter parabolic
antenna with which it collected data from orbiting spacecraft.
A postcard published in 1968 shows the facility as it appeared
at the time, Figure 2. The data collected by the station was
ultimately forwarded to the Goddard Spaceflight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland, for processing.
The first mission for the station came in October 1963, when
it tracked the unmanned Explorer 18 spacecraft. The station
operated as a NASA facility until 1981. At that time the facility
was acquired by the Department of Defense and operated by

the National Security Agency (NSA). While classified at the
time, its mission was to be part of a network to monitor the
Soviet Union’s space satellites. NSA ceased operations at the
facility in 1995 and ownership reverted to the U.S. Forest
Service. The facility sat unused for a number of years, but in

▲ Figure 1. Front page of a NASA news release announcing
the opening of the NASA tracking station near Rosman
(Transylvania County) on October 26, 1963.

1999 a land swap transferred ownership of the Rosman facility
into private hands. Ultimately the facility was reestablished as
the Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI), a not-forprofit foundation promoting astronomy, science, and
engineering education. A photo of the facility as it appears

◄ Figure 2. NASA tracking station near Rosman shown on
a 1968 postcard. The station was located seven miles from
Rosman, within the boundary of the Pisgah National Forest.
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today is shown in Figure 3, a substantially improved site nestled
in the beautiful mountains of western North Carolina.

▲ Figure 3. The Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI)
Carolina, as it appears today.

Facility to that of STADAN station in late 1968. These caches
also show that the position of Station Director was filled by M.
G. Dennis from 1965 until mid-1969,
when he was succeeded by James E.
Jackson.
In addition to the corner cachet and
postmark, which were on all covers,
some have additional supplementary
cachets added. A cover with a
supplementary cachet in shown in
Figure 7. The supplementary cachets
commemorated specific missions or
programs. To date seven supplementary
cachets have been identified, referred to
as cachets A through G, and are shown
in Figure 8. It is unclear whether these
were added when the cover was created
or added at a later date. Some clearly
overlap the NASA corner cachet, while
others appear to be overlapped by the
NASA corner cachet as well as the
stamp on the envelope. Covers have
also been found postmarked on the
same day, one having a supplementary
cachet and one not, so the addition of a
supplementary
cachet does not appear
near Rosman, North
to have been uniform.
A listing of all the identified covers to
date along with their markings is shown
in Table 1. The author feels that this is likely an incomplete list
and would be grateful to hear from others who may have
covers that are not listed.

A typical cover from the Rosman facility during its operation
by NASA is shown in Figure 4. The cover is simple in
appearance with only a rubber stamped cachet in the upper left
corner and postal marking from the Rosman
post office. While most of the covers were
postmarked at the Rosman post office,
located in Transylvania County, some were
also postmarked at the Balsam Grove and
Brevard post offices, also located in
Transylvania County. The postal markings
that have been found to date are shown in
Figure 5. To date no information has been
found to explain why the covers were
postmarked at locations other than the
Rosman post office.
The cachet in the upper left corner of the
cover in Figure 4 varied over time as the
name of the station and who occupied the
position of station director changed. Three
different caches, referred to as Type 1
through Type 3, have been identified thus far
Figure 4. ▲
and are shown in Figure 6. These cachets A typical cover from NASA Rosman STADAN Station, postmarked July 26, 1971, at the
indicate that the designation of the station Rosman post office (Transylvania County) and addressed to Cleveland, New York.
changed from that of Data Acquisition
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▲ Figure 5. Postmarks seen on Rosman space covers from left to right and top
to bottom: Balsam Grove Type F/2 4-Bar; Brevard International Machine Type Hz
30 (28712) with large lettering; Rosman Type F/2 4-Bar; and Brevard International
Machine Type Hz 30 (28712) with small lettering.

▲ Figure 6. Corner cachets used on Rosman space covers: Type 1 used from 1965 to
late 1968; Type 2 used from late 1968 to 1969 or 1970; and Type 3 used from 1968 or
1970 to mid-1975.

Figure 7. ►
Rosman space cover from the July 16,
1969, launch of Apollo 11, showing a
supplementary cachet in red ink. Type
2 corner cachet and supplementary
cachet Type A.
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▲ Figure 8. Supplementary cachets seen on Rosman space covers with author’s type designations.

Date

Event

Corner
Cachet

December 15, 1965

Gemini 6A launch

June 3, 1966

Gemini 9A launch

July 19, 1966

Gemini 10 docked with an Agena
target vehicle and achieved a 763
km orbit, the highest a person had
reached to that point

September 12, 1966
November 9, 1967

Supplemental
Cachet

Post Office

Cancel

#1

Balsam Grove

4-Bar Type F

#1

Balsam Grove

4-Bar Type F

#1

Brevard

International Machine Cancel
Type Hz 30 (28712)

Gemini 11 launch

#1

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

Apollo 4 launch

#1

Brevard

International Machine Cancel
Type Hz 30 (28712)

October 11, 1968

Apollo 7 launch

#1

December 21, 1968

Apollo 8 launch

#2

March 3, 1969

Apollo 9 launch

#2

May 19, 1969

Apollo 10 mission Day 2

#2

C,D

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

July 16, 1969

Apollo 11 launch

#2

E

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

November 14, 1969

Apollo 12 launch

#2

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

April 11, 1970

Apollo 13 launch

#3

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

February 5, 1971

Apollo 14 lunar landing

#3

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

July 26, 1971

Apollo 15 launch

#3

Rosman, NC

4-Bar Type F

April 16, 1972

Apollo 16 launch

#3

Rosman, NC

4-Bar Type F

July 28, 1973

Skylab 3 launch

#3

Brevard, NC

International Machine Cancel
Type Hz 30 (28712)

July 15, 1975

Apollo-Soyuz launch

#3

Rosman, NC

4-Bar Type F

A,B

F

G

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

Brevard

International Machine Cancel
Type Hz 30 (28712)

Rosman

4-Bar Type F

▲ Table 1. List of known covers associated with the NASA Satellite Tracking and Data Acquisition Network Station near Rosman,
North Carolina, showing dates, events, corner cachet types, supplemental cachet types and where posted.
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A related cover associated with the July 28, 1973, launch of
Skylab has also been found. The front of the cover, which is
shown in Figure 9, does not have the familiar NASA corner
cachet but has a Skylab Spaceflight Tracking & Data Network
corner cachet which does not specifically link it to the Rosman
facility. The cover, however, was mailed at Brevard, as was the
more conventional cover listed in Table 1. The Skylab cachet
on the reverse of the cover is shown as an inset. The meaning
of the numeral “3” in this Skylab cachet inset is not known, if
it has a meaning at all.

Figures 10 and 11 illustrate two Rosman covers from the
Table 1 listing.
Unfortunately no information has been found about who
created the covers and whether the covers were an officially
sanctioned NASA enterprise or the work of a single or multiple
individuals. If the reader is aware of unlisted covers or has
information on the creation and production of these covers,
the author would be very interested to learn about it. The
author can be reached at: scott_steward@hotmail.com or (301)
283-0022. ■

Figure 9. ►
Skylab cover mailed from Brevard
(Transylvania County) with unconventional cachets. Inset is a cachet on
reverse. (Courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

◄ Figure 10. July 26, 1971, Rosman
space cover commemorating Apollo 15
launch with corner cachet #3 and supplementary cachet F addressed to San Jose,
California.

Figure 11. ►
July 15, 1975, Roseman space cover
commemorating Apollo-Soyuz launch
with corner cachet #3 and supplementary
cachet G addressed to Norderstedt,
Germany.
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Some Raleigh Covers Commemorating the
Quasquicentennial and Other Anniversaries
of Andrew Johnson’s Birth
by Maurice M. Bursey

A

ndrew Johnson, seventeenth president of the United States, was born under inauspicious circumstances in Raleigh on December 29, 1808. The house in
which he is thought to have been born there has
been moved to Mordecai Park. He is best remembered as Abraham Lincoln’s second vice president, running with Lincoln on
a national Union ticket in the fall of 1864. He was a Democrat
from the South who made it clear he thought that staying in
the Union was the right thing to do. He was known for his
combative personality. After assuming the presidency of the
United States when Lincoln was assassinated, he locked horns
with Senate leaders who envisioned a harsh Reconstruction of
the South. When Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act
to prevent him from dismissing any member of the cabinet he
had inherited from Lincoln, he dismissed the Secretary of War,
Edwin Stanton, anyway. For this reason he was impeached by

By 1933 the world must have forgotten such events, for a
number of cachet makers produced commemorative covers
to be canceled in Raleigh on December 29, marking the 125th
anniversary of his birth there. Remember that we then had a
stamp-collector President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and that the
ruler of the United Kingdom, George V, was widely known as
an enthusiastic philatelist too. Stamp collecting had reached a
new height of respectability, and because it could be followed
without expenditure of a lot of money (recall that 1933 was
near the depths of the Great Depression), it became enormously popular. Everyone collected stamps!
And every sort of remotely patriotic event became a philatelic subject, too. Any number of small cachet makers produced
envelopes to honor as many anniversaries as they could think
of. Among these, of course, was the 125th anniversary, or quasquicentennial, of Andrew Johnson’s birth. Here is a look back
at some of those covers and the people who
made them.
The first quasquicentennial cover (Figure
1) reproduces a portrait engraving of President Johnson, flanked by his year of birth
and the year 1933, with a short description
of the facts of his birth in Raleigh and of his
rise to the Presidency, all in black, surrounded by a rectangular double frame in red. The
cover is franked with the 3¢ National Recovery Act commemorative stamp of 1933. An
enclosed card identifies the producer of the
cachet as Nat Horwitz, a member of the Virginia Philatelic Federation and the Richmond
Stamp Club. The parents of Nathan T. Horwitz (June 14, 1895, Baltimore, MD – October 5, 1979, Richmond, VA) had emigrated
from
Russia. In the early 1920s he tried to
▲ Figure 1. December 29, 1933, cover commemorating the 125th Anniversary of
run
a
fancy
shoe store, Sigmund Shoe Shop in
Andrew Johnson’s birth, posted in Raleigh, his birth place, with a metal duplex cancel.
Cachet by Nat Horwitz.
Richmond, but it had gone under. During the
Depression he owned a bookstore, expanded
to include sales of stamps and, for a while,
the House of Representatives and brought to trial before the coins, at several locations in downtown Richmond. This store
Senate, where he survived the threat of removal from office by prospered and lasted at least into the years of World War II. His
a single vote.
obituary indicated that he and his wife had two sons, Dr. HarHis enemies no doubt remembered the disgraceful episode old Horwitz of Richmond and Albert Horwitz, of Washington,
of his inauguration in March of 1865 as Vice-President, when DC, and two daughters, Irene Gerdman of San Francisco and
he was drunk and gave a very long, rambling, incoherent inau- Hildreth Milner of Spain. He had enough profit from his sales
gural address in the Senate chamber.
of stamps, coins, and books to educate his children well!
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◄ ▼ Figures 2 and 3. December 29,
1933, two covers commemorating the
125th Anniversary of Andrew Johnson’s
birth, posted at Raleigh, with Universal
Machine cancels, machine No. 1. Cachets
by Walter Guy Mendenhall and Ross E.
Shumaker, both of Raleigh.

The next two covers (Figures 2 and 3) carry
trefoil cachets. The top circle contains another portrait of President Johnson, the bottom
left circle shows his birthplace, now in Mordecai Park, and the bottom right circle contains biographical information about him.
The dates 1808 and 1933 descend on either
side of the portrait. The cover in Figure 2 is
printed in pale red ink and is franked with the
3¢ Century of Progress Exposition stamp
of 1933. Figure 3 has the trefoil printed in
black ink, but the envelope is framed by small fancy diamonds
in red and black. It is franked with the 2¢ Washington Bicentennial stamp of 1932. There is no evidence of the cachet maker
on either cover, but they clearly were produced by Walter Guy

Mendenhall and Ross E. Shumaker, both of Raleigh. The envelope design in Figure 3 is identical to the one shown in Figure
7 of my article, “Mendenhall and Shumaker – Raleigh Cachet
Creators of the Early 1930s,” in the North Carolina Postal Historian, Volume 28, No. 4, Fall 2009, pp. 8–11, to which I refer the
reader for more information on Professors
Mendenhall and Shumaker. On the reverse
of that cover was a handstamp that identified
the cachet makers, “W.G. Mendenhall & Ross
Shumaker, State College Station, Raleigh,
N.C.”
Figure 4 illustrates a cachet of a bust of
President Johnson, the years of his presidency, and other historical information in black,
plus a star, vertical lines, and the words “Andrew Johnson” printed in orange. The insert
reads:

Figure 4. ▲
December 29, 1933, cover franked with a 2¢ Yorktown commemorative stamp of 1931
and posted at Raleigh with a Universal Machine cancel of machine no. 1. Cachet by
Walter Guy Mendenhall.

NCPHS Postal Historian

WINTER 2014-2015

RALEIGH STAMP EXCHANGE
P.O. Box 208, Raleigh, N.C.
Dealers in STAMPS and PHILATELIC Supplies
CACHETS :-: STAMPS :-: COVERS
Albums, Books on Stamps and Stamp Collecting
Envelopes – Transparent and Cellophane
Hinges, Tongs, Watermark Detectors, Etc.

Below this is a dividing line followed by:
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Send 10¢ for Six Different Samples of Air Mail and First
Day Envelopes. Gold, Silver, Red, and Blue.
100 Envelopes Postpaid 75¢
Assorted or All One Kind
Mendenhall’s Print Shop

10, 1911 – his birth certificate describes his ethnicity as Canadian – and he passed away on July 4, 1980, in Punta Gorda, FL.
In the 1930s he was superintendent of a Boys Club. Perhaps he
delved into commemorative covers in the hope of teaching the
boys interesting facts. By 1940, he was a sales agent.
Illustrated in Figure 6 is a cover that was produced by the
“National Cachet Pub. Ser.,” according to the inscription at
lower left. There is no further information about this cachet
maker on any part of the envelope, nor is there an insert. Nei-

Walter Guy Mendenhall also had owned a print shop at 110
West Martin Street in downtown Raleigh. Presumably, then, he
had prepared this envelope. The 2¢ Yorktown commemorative
stamp of 1931 franks the cover.
Figure 5 presents a cover with an approximately triangular cachet with a portrait of
President Johnson in the center. The two upper arcs and the bottom band contain information about the anniversary and the man.
The cover is printed in a light purple ink,
reminiscent of the color of printing from a
hectograph, a small-job printing device used
in schools before 1975 to make copies of
pop quizzes and notices. The cover bears
the 3¢ stamp of 1933, commemorating the
end of hostilities between the United States
and the United Kingdom in 1783 and showing Washington’s headquarters at Newburgh,
NY, where he was located near the end of the
American Revolution. Information on the
publisher is given on the back of the cover
as Cachet Director/J. L. Gloss/1542 Wieland ▲ Figure 5. December 29, 1933, franked with 3¢ stamp of 1933 showing Washington’s
St./Chicago, Ill. John Laurence Gloss’s father headquarters at Newburgh, NY, at the end of the Revolutionary War, posted in Raleigh,
with a Universal Machine cancel of machine No. 1. Cachet by J.L. Gloss of Chicago.
had been born in Germany, and his mother in
Illinois. John was born in Chicago on January

Figure 6. ▲
December 29, 1933, cover franked with 3¢ blue stamp of 1933 commemorating the
Byrd Second Antarctic Expedition, posted at Raleigh with a Universal Machine cancel
of machine No. 1. Cachet maker unknown.
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ther my research on-line nor that of staff at
the American Philatelic Research Library has
yielded any information about this company.
The cachet centers on another rendering of
the Andrew Johnson portrait used as a model
by Mendenhall and Shumaker, with appropriate text surrounding it. The cover is franked
with a 3¢ blue stamp of 1933 commemorating
the Byrd Second Antarctic Expedition stamp
Other anniversaries of President Johnson’s
birth have been commemorated in addition
to the quasquicentennial. Figure 7 shows a
cover canceled on December 25, 1936, which
bears an inscription to honor his 128th birthday on December 29th. Why commemorate
his 128th birthday? It was the 1930s, and collectors wanted cachets of any sort. Besides,
one must remember that the official reason
for issuing the Susan B. Anthony stamp of
1936 was to commemorate the 16th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th amendment
to the constitution of the United States! The

NCPHS Postal Historian

◄ Figure 7. December 25, 1936, cover
franked with 3¢ purple stamp of 1936 commemorating the centennial of Arkansas
statehood, posted at Raleigh with a
Universal Machine cancel. Rubber stamp
on reverse identifies cachet maker as E.F.
Mezwin of Maspeth, NY.

Figure 8. ►
December 29, 1938, cover franked with
1½¢ full-face Warren Harding brown
stamp of 1930. It was posted in Raleigh
with a metal duplex cancel. Cachet by
J.L. Gloss of Chicago. Cachet maker was
Wm. P. Gabel of Cleveland, OH.

◄ Figure 9. December 29, 1939, cover
franked with 3¢ deep violet Thomas
Jefferson stamp of 1938 Presidential
series, posted at Raleigh with a metal
duplex cancel. Cachet maker was Wm. P.
Gabel of Cleveland, OH.

real reason surely was that 1936 was a presidential election year
and people really believed Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes.”
In any case, the cachet of this cover features a rather poor
image of President Johnson in black ink (I think it looks more
like Thomas Jefferson, except for the mid-century clothing) and
a view of the United States Capitol printed in brown ink as it
appeared in 1936, certainly not as it appeared in the late 1860s.
The text below these images cheerfully admits the oddity of the
anniversary commemorated. Postage was paid with a 3¢ purple
stamp honoring the centennial of Arkansas statehood in 1936.
There is a rubber stamp impression on the back of the envelope: “E. F. Mezwin /CACHETS/57-25-69th Place/Maspeth,

NCPHS Postal Historian

N. Y.” Edward Mezwin (June 10, 1909 – May
27, 1982) owned a printery in 1940. He was
born in Brooklyn, NY, and died in Flushing,
NY. His parents, Paul and Celia Mierzwinski,
had been born in some part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Their children shortened and simplified their last name.
Cachets for odd anniversaries continued to pour out. Figures
8 and 9 show covers prepared in 1938 and 1939 for the 130th
and 131st anniversaries of Andrew Johnson’s birth. The first
bears an example of the 1½¢ full-face Warren Harding stamp
of 1930. In the cachet, Johnson’s portrait is similar to that in
the derivative sketch used by Gloss in Figure 5, surrounded by a
fancy shield. The text below is in green ink. The second cachet
is similar, except that the text is printed in blue. The 1939 cover
bears an example of the 3¢ deep violet Thomas Jefferson stamp

WINTER 2014-2015
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◄ Figure 10. December 29, 1986, cover
franked with 22¢ stamp from one of four
President miniature sheets issued for
AMERIPEX ‘86, canceled with a USPSissued canceler for post offices in places
where the presidents were born. This
honors Johnson’s 178th birthday.

Figure 11. ►
Another December 29, 1986, cover honoring Johnson’s 178th birthday franked
with 22¢ stamp from one of the four
President miniature sheets issued for
AMERIPEX ‘86, canceled with a Postal
Service-issued canceling device.

of the Presidential series, one poorly-centered stamp from a
booklet pane. These covers are both backstamped “SPONSORED BY/WM. P. GABEL/10600 THRUSH AVE./
CLEVELAND, OHIO,” but the word “SPONSORED” does
not appear on the 1939 cover. William Paul Gabel was born in
Cleveland, OH, on May 14, 1900, and died there on April 14,
1940. Census records and city directories list a variety of occupations for him through the years.
Finally, we must not forget that the U.S. Postal Service also
honored odd anniversaries. After the AMERIPEX ‘86 souvenir
sheets bearing the images of all our then-deceased presidents
had been issued, the Postal Service made available canceling

devices to the post offices in each place where a president had
been born and invited collectors to obtain covers with that
president’s image from the Ameripex set. So we have, in Figures 10 and 11, examples of official cancels honoring Andrew
Johnson’s 178th birthday, 29 December 1986!
Thanks to Scott Tiffney of the American Philatelic Research
Library for searching available records for information on the
cachet makers, even though his search yielded little information. I also thank Tony Crumbley for the idea of writing about
these covers and the loan of most of them. It must also be
clear that I have used several genealogical websites, especially
Ancestry.com. ■

Have You Checked Our Web Site?

The North Carolina Postal History Society’s web site is located at

www.ncpostalhistory.com

Take a look and let us know how you feel about it.
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Edgeworth Female Seminary
by Richard F. Winter

F

igure 1 illustrates a contemporary lithograph of the Edgeworth Female Seminary in Greensboro, North Carolina.
The lithograph was made by Herline & Hensel,
S.E. Corner 7th & Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia
and published by Hayes & Zell of Philadelphia.
The Edgeworth Female Seminary was established at Greensboro in 1840 by newlyelected Governor John M. Morehead. Morehead was elected for two terms as Governor,
1840 and 1842. Later he became president of
the North Carolina Railroad and promoter
of the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad
and the Western North Carolina Railroad.
Gov. Morehead erected a large four-story
brick building facing West Market Street about
where Edgeworth Street crosses West Market Street. This is just a few blocks east of the
present campus of Greensboro College, called ▲ Figure 1. Contemporary lithograph ca. 1850 of the Edgeworth Female Seminary
Greensboro Female College at the time. The in Greensboro (Guilford County), made by Herline & Hensel of Philadelphia and
tract of land upon which Edgeworth Female published by Hayes & Zell of Philadelphia.
Seminary was built extended south to Governor

Figure 2. ▲
Portion of Gray’s New Map of Greensboro, 1882, showing red-boxed location of the
Edgeworth Female Seminary on West Market Street, to the east of Greensboro Female
College. Governor John M. Morehead’s home, Blanwood Mansion, is shown to the south.
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Morehead’s home, “Blandwood.” (see
Figure 2) He named the school after the
popular English writer, Maria Edgeworth.
The building had its auditorium on the
first floor, classrooms and studios on the
second floor, and dormitories for the students on the third floor. The school was
heated by a furnace with pipes to all rooms.
North Carolina schools were not provided with this comfort until long afterwards.
Miss Mary Ann Hoye was chosen the
first principal of the Edgeworth Seminary. Sadly, she died at the age of 36 on
9 October 1844. Upon her death, Dr.
and Mrs. W. P. Weir took charge of the
school. In 1845 Rev. Gilbert Morgan and
his wife assumed management of the
school. Professor Richard Sterling took
charge in 1850 and ran the school successfully until 1862, when the Civil War
closed nearly every school in the southern states. After the war in 1868, Rev.
J.M.M. Caldwell leased the property and
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continued the school until 1871, when the Edgeworth Female
Seminary closed its doors as a school. During the Civil War the
buildings of the institution were used as a hospital by the Confederate and Federal soldiers. The main building burned in 1872.
A copy of the Annual Catalog of the Teachers and Pupils of Edgeworth Female Seminary for the year 1854 reveals some interesting
information about the school at the time. This was at the time
of Richard Sterling’s leadership. He was the professor of natural science, mathematics, mental and moral philosophy. Assisting him were William Swinton, professor of ancient and modern languages; Miss Helen G. Beale, assistant in the English
and Mathematical Department; Miss Fannie T. Lewis, teacher
of crayon and pencil drawing, painting in water colors, and
assistant in the English Department; Mrs. William R. Walker,
teacher of oil painting; Heinrick Schneider, professor of music;
and Miss Sarah M. Dewey, assistant in the Musical Department.
In 1854 there were four resident graduates and 97 undergraduates at the school. The scholastic year commenced in August
and ended in the following May, divided into two sessions of
five months each. The only recess was a few days at Christmas.
A portion of each Sabbath was spent in the study of the scriptures. Exercises in composition were required every two weeks.
The Junior and Senior classes attended a regular course of lectures in chemistry and natural philosophy. Examinations of the
students were conducted at the close of each year, to which
parents and guardians were invited. Regular quarterly reports of
scholarship and deportment were sent to parents and guardians.
Expenses were as follows:
Board, washing, lights, fuel and tuition in the regular
classes, per session of five months
The above with the addition of music and the ancient
languages, per session of five months
There were no extra charges except when any of the
following branches were desired, which were taught
on the terms shown:
Pencil and crayon drawing, per session
Oil painting
When taken together
Painting in water colors
Modern languages, each
Use of piano

Figure 3 illustrates one of only two covers I have seen
from the Edgeworth Female Seminary. In the upper left corner is a dark blue corner card marking of the Edgeworth
Female Seminary of Greensboro printed on the envelope.

$75.00
$100.00

$10.00
$20.00
$25.00
$10.00
$10.00
$2.50

Bills were presented at the end of each session.

To put this into prospective of today’s dollars, a dollar in 1854 had the same buying power as 27.72 current dollars. That means that a five month session cost $2,772. If
you added on all the extra courses, you would have paid
$8,177.40 per year to attend this school. Since the average annual income in the southeast at the time was $3,094,
the school cost was over 250% of an average year’s wages.
The Annual Catalog contained the following general remarks,
which seem a very high goal for young ladies of the time:
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The course of study is designed to be thorough and systematic,
tending to render the pupils clear thinkers and practical scholars. Great prominence is given to the solid branches.– Every
effort is made to improve the manners, to cultivate the social affections, and develop the moral feelings. A conscientious regard
to right is cherished in the minds of the pupils–each one reporting daily her own violations, if any, of the rules. Pupils are not
watched, but sufficiently guarded for the detection of errors in
conduct. It is designed to combine in Edgeworth, as far as practicable, the advantages both of home and school education; and
to make it an institution where parents and guardians may rest assured their children and wards will receive every attention that will
render their connection with the school pleasant and profitable.

▲ Figure 3. Greensboro (Guilford County), 5 April 185x, envelope
with dark blue, printed corner card of the Edgeworth Female
Seminary addressed to Lenoir (Caldwell County). The 3¢ dull red
1851 stamp was canceled with a blue, Type 5 circular datestamp
of Greensboro. (Courtesy of Alan Vestal)

The envelope without its contents was addressed to Lenoir
(Caldwell County) and posted on 5 April 185x before the
perforated 3¢ dull red stamps were issued in 1857. A blue
Type 5 circular datestamp of Greensboro cancels the stamp.
The second cover was illustrated on p. 47 of A. Earl Weatherly’s book, The First Hundred Years of Historic Guilford, 17711871. His book, completed during Guilford’s Bicentennial
year 1971, was a collection of material he had assembled over
more than 25 years related to Guilford County postal history.
Earl Weatherly was a native North Carolinian and life resident of Guilford County. He was educated in Greensboro
schools and Guilford College, becoming a registered pharmacist in 1916. Later he was engaged in textile manufacturing, from which he retired in 1960. He was heavily involved
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tions. He specialized in collecting Confederate stamps and
postal history. He was a past President and Honorary Life
President of the Confederate Stamp Alliance. His book documents an extensive collection that he assembled of Guilford County postal history with an emphasis on Greensboro.
The cover illustrated as Figure 4 is a scan made from his
book, which showed only black and white half-tone images. His
caption indicated that the cover was postmarked in Greensboro
on 21 January 1851, on an Edgeworth Female Seminary envelope. Unlike the cover in Figure 3, the corner marking appears on the back envelope flap. This embossed lady’s envelope was addressed to Penfield in Monroe County, New York.
■
References:
Figure 4. ▲
21 January 1851 lady’s envelope from Greensboro
(Guilford County) to Penfield, Monroe County, NY. On
the back flap is the printed dark blue (?) corner card
marking of the Edgeworth Female Seminary. 1851 3¢
dull red stamp canceled with a clear strike of the Type
5 Greensboro datestamp in blue ink. Cover illustration
from A. Earl Weatherly’s book, The First Hundred Years
of Historic Guilford, 1771-1871.
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“Historical Currency Conversions.” http://futureboy.homeip.
net/fsp/dollar.fsp (Accessed 9 November 2014)
Jones, William Cecil. “Old Edgeworth Seminary Was Widely
Known as Finishing Schools for Girls.” Greensboro Daily News,
Greensboro, North Carolina, Sunday, May 10, 1942.
Lindert, Peter H. and Jeffrey G. Williamson. American Incomes
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Old Mystery Cover

Our last mystery cover was a business-size envelope with blue ink manuscript postmark dated April 28, 1887, addressed to
Maxwell (Henderson County). It was posted in Connelly’s Springs (Burke County), paid with 10¢ for the required registration
fee, but underpaid the 2-3 ounce rate by 4¢, which resulted in postage due. A note on the reverse, “sent note & mortgage &c”
indicated there were numerous papers and a heavy weight.
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Elizabeth City, Stampless Handstamp Rate Markings
1835-1840
by Tony L. Crumbley

O

n July 7, 1834, Malachi Russell was appointed one ounce, the rate was quadrupled, and in proportion for all
postmaster of Elizabeth City in Pasquotank greater weights.
County. The first Elizabeth City handstamp postWhile the fractional rates of 12½ cents and 18½ cents may
mark was placed in use in 1820. Designated Type seem strange, the 19th century rates were based on the coins in
1, it had the name spelled “ELIZ. CY. N.C.” within the 29 mm circulation then. Among those, the Spanish milled dollar was a
circle. Later in 1826, this postmark was replaced by the Type 2 common coin in the United States and legal tender since 1806.
marking, a 32 mm circular datestamp with the names spelled It could be broken into eight parts or “bits.” Thus 12½ cents
“ELIZ. CI. N.C.” The Type 2
was one eighth of a Spanish
datestamp was similar to the Type
milled dollar or 1 real. The “bit”
1, only city was abbreviated “CI.”
mark was commonly used by the
instead of “CY.” The two types
express companies to show chargare shown in Figure 1 along with
es, “two bits” meaning 25 cents.
the Type 3 postmark that was
Effective May 1, 1825, the 18½
introduced in 1837. Both the
cent rate was changed to 18¾
Type 2 and Type 3 postmarks
cents, the equivalent of 1½
were used during postmaster
Spanish reales. The 1816 rates
Russell’s time in office.
would stay in effect with just a
▲ Figure 1. Elizabeth City’s first three handstamp postBy January 1835, postmaster marks; Type 1, 1820-1823; Type 2, 1826-1836; Type 3, slight adjustment until July 1, 1845,
Russell acquired and began to use 1837-1848
when the 5 and 10 cent rates went
a set of unique rate handstamps
into effect. These would be the
unlike any other U.S. postmaster.
rates that postmaster Russell used
Not only were these rate handstamps uncommon, they includ- when rating letters. Remember, if a letter was prepaid, he also
ed the use of fractional markings, which was quite unusual for struck the PAID handstamp, otherwise he did not.
U.S. postmarks at the time. They also included very high values,
While I am not able to show examples of each of the
which few postmasters would have spent money to acquire known rate markings that postmaster Russell used, I am able to
because they would be used very seldom. It is not know if show examples of six of the different handstamps. All of these
these markings were created as separate handstamps, or a set markings are either very uncommon or exceedingly rare. The
of individual numerals that the postmaster could use to make records of the North Carolina Postal History Society show the
up the desired rate markings. It is probable that the latter expla- following handstamp rate covers known from Elizabeth City:
nation was more likely the case as the there were many different
Rate Marking
Known Examples
rates that might be needed to mark letters of different weights.
The markings seen used at Elizabeth City were only from
10
2
January 1835 to September 1839, after which manuscript rates
12½
8
were again seen on letters.
18¾
10
The Congressional Act of April 9, 1816, which was put into
19¾
1
effect on May 1, 1816, set the following letter rates based on
20
1
distance:
25
6
Not over 30 miles
6 cents
27
1
Over 30 and not exceeding 80 miles
10 cents
37½
5
Over 80 and not exceeding 150 miles
12½ cents
50
3
Over 150 and not exceeding 400 miles
18½ cents
100
1
Over 400 miles
25 cents
125
1
For a double letter, one composed of two pieces of paper, the
175
1
rate was doubled; a triples letter, one composed of three pieces
Figure 2 shows the 12½ cent handstamp rate with the Type
of paper, the rate was tripled; for every packet composed of 2 datestamp in blue ink. The color ink often has been described
four or more pieces of paper or one or more articles weighing as “green” or “blue green.” This ink was used in 1835 and 1836
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▲ Figure 2. Elizabeth City, November 5, 1835, unpaid folded letter
to Cool Spring (Washington County) with 12½ cent rate handstamp
in blue for the 80-150 mile single letter rate. Type 2 circular datestamp of Elizabeth City with “ELIZ. CI. N.C.” spelling.

to Raleigh plus a 1 cent way fee. The letter showing this rate
marking was posted at Elizabeth City on 21 August 1836, and
was addressed to Governor R.D. Spaight in Raleigh. The letter
is among the papers at the North Carolina State Archives.
Along with these fractional handstamps, Postmaster Russell
used several other non-fractional rate markings – 10, 20, 25,
27, 50, 100, 125, and 175. Keep in mind; this was a time when
the rate was usually written in manuscript on the cover.
Figure 5 is an example of the 25 cent rate marked on a March
27, 1838, cover to Kingston, Massachusetts. Paying the over
400 mile rate, this ink color appears to be considerable more
green than others, but still consider a blue color. Note the date
and the datestamp. The “7” is much larger than the other number. This is the same “7” used in the 175 and the 27 cent rate
markings; an indication that the rate numbers may have been
interchangeable as were the dates. Six examples of the 25 cent
rate have been recorded.
Figure 6 illustrates the 50 cent rate used with a PAID handstamp and the Type 2 datestamp. This folded letter was posted
on 5 June 183x, and was addressed to Hartford, Connecticut.
This rate would have covered the double weight letter for a
distance of over 400 miles. Only three examples of this rate
marking have been recorded.

with the Type 2 datestamp. This November 5, 1835, folded
letter was addressed to “Cool Spring, Tyrrel County.” Cool
Spring became a part of Washington County when the
county was formed in 1799 from the larger Tyrell
County. Eight examples of this rate marking have been
recorded.
The second cover illustrated is the 37½ cent rate
marking in blue ink on an October 7, 1835, folded letter to Raleigh (Figure 3). This cover was rated a double
rate cover for a post road distance of 150-400 miles.
Five examples of this rate marking have been recorded, but only one used with the Type 2 datestamp. The
other four examples were used with the Type 3 datestamp.
In 1837, postmaster Russell obtained a new datestamp, designated Type 3, shown in Figure 1. The Type
3 datestamp has Elizabeth City spelled out with one
rather unusual difference. The “Z” is backwards. This
misspelling would be used in this datestamp throughout his time as postmaster as well as the next postmasFigure 3. ▲
ter until 1848, when a new postmark would be
October 7, 1835, unpaid folded letter from Elizabeth City to Raleigh (Wake
received. Postmaster Russell used the 18¾ cent rate County) with 37½ cent rate handstamp in blue. This paid the double letter
marking for the 150-400 miles single letter post road rate of 2 x 18¾ cents or 37½ cents for the 80-150 mile distance. The postdistance and continued to use the blue ink, now with a mark on this cover also was the Type 2 circular datestamp of Elizabeth City
greenish tint. This is illustrated on a November 16, with “ELIZ. CI. N.C.” spelling.
1838, folded letter to Raleigh (Figure 4). To date, ten
examples of the 18¾ cent marking have been seen.
One additional fractional marking has been recorded, a 19¾
The last illustration (Figure 7) is a very rare, $1.75-rate cover
cent rate used with a Type 2 datestamp. Only one example of for a letter weighing 1¾ ounces and going a distance greater
this marking has been recorded. Postmaster Russell assembled than 400 miles. This seven times rate letter was posted on April
this rate marking for a way letter entering the mails at Elizabeth 17, 1839, addressed to Portland, Maine. This cover uses the
City. The 19¾ rate consisted of the 18¾ cent single letter rate blue color of ink, which is greenish in appearance. Note the
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Figure 4. ►
November 16, 1838, unpaid folded letter from
Elizabeth City to Raleigh (Wake County) with
18¾ cent rate handstamp in blue (greenish tint).
The 18¾ cent rate handstamp is the most commonly recorded, but none of the markings are
common. The postmark on this cover was a
Type 3 circular datestamp, in use from 1837.

◄ Figure 5. Elizabeth City, March 27,
1838, unpaid folded letter to Kingston,
Massachusetts with 25 cents rate handstamp in blue ink (greenish tint). Rate was
for the single letter post road distance
greater than 400 miles. Note the large,
bold “7” in Type 3 datestamp, the same
“7” used in the 27 and 175 rate handstamps, suggesting rate handstamp were
made from moveable numerals.

Figure 6. ►
June 5, 1836, paid folded letter from
Elizabeth City to Hartford, Connecticut,
with 50 cent rate handstamp in blue for a
double rate letter going more than 400
miles. Three examples of this rate handstamp have been recorded. The postmark
on the cover was a Type 2 circular datestamp with “ELIZ. CI. N.C.” spelling.
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▲ Figure 7. Elizabeth City, April 17, 1839, unpaid folded letter to Portland, Maine, with 175 rate handstamp in blue ink (greenish tint) paying 1¾ ounce rate for a distance of greater than 400 miles (7 times
rate). Note the Type 3 circular datestamp has two different size numerals. Only recorded example of
the $1.75 rate handstamp, a rare marking.

date has two different size numbers. The “7” here is much
smaller than the “7” shown in Figure 5. To date, this is the only
recorded example of the $1.75 rate.
Clearly, Postmaster Russell added much to the postal history
of North Carolina. As I continue to chase the remaining mark-

ing from this post office, I often wonder why the postmaster
of a small North Carolina town was able to do something
other postmasters were not able to do. Was he a printer with
access to type or was he just a visionary? ■

New Mystery Cover

Our latest mystery cover is an envelope posted on 1 April 185x, addressed to Master John A Sykes of
Company Shops (Alamance County). The circular datestamp of the originating post office is poorly struck
so an enlarged view of the postmark is shown. Can you identify where the cover was posted?
Send your answer to Tony Crumbley or Dick Winter
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2015 SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Harry Albert
Jim Baird
W. Bryson Bateman
Alan Blair
Maurice Bursey
Alfred Carroccia
Gregory Ciesielski
Cary Cochran
Tony Crumbley
Frank Dale
James Davis
Ken Dickert
Bill DiPaolo
Elwyn Doubleday

Steve Edmondson
Ron Edwards
Roy Elmore
Pascual Goicoechea
Charles Hall
Stefan Jaronski
Jimmy Jordan
Patricia Kaufmann
Boyd Morgan
Richard Murphy
Dennis Osborne
Tom Richardson
Steven Roth
William Shulleeta

George Slaton
Edward Smith
Jay & Bonnie Smith
Ed Stafford
Scott Steward
Gregory Stone
Larry Thomas
Wendell Triplett
Alan Vestal
John Walker
Sam Whitehead
Douglas Williams
Richard Winter
(39% of membership)

NEW MEMBERS
None

NORTH CAROLINA
POSTAL
HISTORIAN

BIG Lick STAMPS
Buying and selling Stamps, Covers &

If you’d like to contribute information or articles to the
Spring POSTAL HISTORIAN please submit them by
February 15

Collections of the World

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update

Cary Cochran

The following counties and are now available at
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com

Owner

P.O. Box 163
Locust, North Carolina 28097
1.800.560.5310
____________________________
carytj@yahoo.com

Alamance through Polk County

Alamance thru Burke and Greensboro have been updated

ALAN BLAIR
PUBLIC AUCTIONS
Alan Blair
5405 Lakeside Ave., Suite 1
Richmond, VA 23228
e-mail: alanblair@verizon.net
Website: www.alanblairstamps.com
Office: 800.689.5602
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