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n important announcement for this issue is that the
NCPHS annual meeting will be on Saturday, July
29, 2017, at the Charlotte Postal Exhibition
(CHARPEX). The meeting starts at 1:00 pm in
Room 1140 with a short business meeting followed by a
program. This year’s program will be a presentation by Tim
McRee on the 1851-57 issue stamps, which should be very
interesting. The program will be followed by a NCPHS Board
meeting at 2:30 pm. CHARPEX itself is always a great
experience with quality dealers and displays. CHARPEX will be
at the same location as last year, the downtown Central
Piedmont Community College campus at 1201 Elizabeth
Street, Charlotte, N.C. 28235.
Another topic of interest for postal historians is that 2017 is
the 100th anniversary of the country’s entry into World War I.
Although the United States attempted to remain neutral during
the war, events eventually caused Congress to declare war on
April 6, 1917. The country quickly geared up for war and over
4.7 million Americans served, with 116,516 dying in service.
The Allied Expeditionary Force (AEF), as the U.S. military
overseas forces was designated, helped tip the balance in favor
of the Allies. Even though the fighting stopped on November
11, 1918, the AEF remained in Europe on occupation duty in
Germany until January 24, 1923.
The war was fought on multiple fronts and there were a large
number of Army, Navy and Marine Corps units involved as
well as civilian organizations that supported the war effort,
both overseas and in the U.S. This was the first war in which
large scale postal censorship was used to keep classified
information from being sent deliberately or unintentionally to
the enemy. During the American Civil War, prisoner of war
mail and civilian through the lines or flag of truce mail was
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censored or “examined” as it was then called. However, during
WWI, almost all mail to and from overseas was opened, read
and stamped with the censor’s mark. Several military bases
were activated or established in North Carolina during WWI,
the largest being Camp Greene in Charlotte, Camp Polk in
Raleigh, and Camp Bragg (later Fort Bragg) near Fayetteville.
There were also other smaller bases on the coast and military
hospitals.
For the postal historian, WWI offers a wealth of material to
study in the form of unit mail, geographical or theatre subjects,
censored mail and the many patriotic and volunteer groups
who supported the war effort. WWI mail is still reasonably
priced and available to the collector. Two important resources
that are currently carrying postal history articles about WWI
are the Military Postal History Society and the Universal Ship
Cancellation Society. Their websites are http://www.
militaryphs.org and http://www.uscs.org. Both societies print
very high quality quarterly journals. This is one of the
“forgotten wars” because the United States came into the war
late, and it is overshadowed by WWII. The Great War’s
influence continues today, particularly in the Middle East and
the Balkans, and is worthy of study and remembrance.
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Women’s Colleges in North CarolinaA Postal History
by Tony L. Crumbley

E

ven before the Declaration of Independence was
signed, North Carolina had operating women’s
colleges. Today, Salem College in Winston-Salem is
one of the oldest female college still in operation in

the nation.
Many historians have recognized that the female academy
movement helped Southern, slaveholding families create
educational opportunities for their daughters by preparing
them for the social and cultural roles of the plantation.
By the 1860s, North Carolina had thirteen female and six
male colleges with 1,500 female students and 900 male
students. The distinction between college and other institutions
of secondary or higher education was not well-defined.
Schools that called themselves colleges, seminaries, or academies
were essentially alike. Regardless of the nomenclature, the
students at female colleges or academies considered themselves
to be social and intellectual peers of their counterparts at male
institutions. The women, however, tended to be three or four
years younger than their brothers and cousins at Davidson,
Wake Forest, or UNC-Chapel Hill.
The Civil War brought about significant changes in higher
learning throughout the nation. Most male schools were forced
to close because of a shortage of male students. North
Carolina, however, saw an upsurge of female students. This
increase was due to the increase in out-of-state students
attending the North Carolina schools. These “refugee” students,

as they were called, were attending North Carolina schools
because of the relative safety within the state as compared to
other schools in the Southern States. Robert E. Lee’s daughter,
Mildred, attended Saint Mary’s School in Raleigh from 1862 to
1863. Lee had feared she would be captured at her original
school in Winchester, Virginia, and moved her to Raleigh
where battles were not occurring.
Saint Mary’s school had 78 boarding students when the war
began. By the end of the war, the number was up to 125. Salem
Female Academy began the war with 152 boarders and at the
end of the war, the number had grown to 320 students.
Many schools capitalized on the idea of schools as a place of
safety. Greensboro Female College reassured parents that
despite the war, “their daughters will be perfectly safe in
Greensboro.” Louisburg Female College noted that the school
was “remote from the lines of the public enemy.” Davenport
Female College noted that students would be “locality remote
from Yankee invasions.”
In the web-based online NCPedia, a trusted resource for
North Carolina information, it is noted that since 1772, there
have been twenty-nine women’s schools established in North
Carolina. Most no longer exist or have become coeducational.
Only three still exist today: Bennett College for Women,
Meredith College, and Salem College.
This article will focus on the surviving college covers from
North Carolina women colleges that are in my collection. I find
the number of schools is larger than those listed
on the web site. It is also interesting to note that
even though these schools saw a major increase
in enrollment during the Civil War, covers from
them are quite rare. Most North Carolina college
covers during the Civil War have fewer than five
copies known. It is surprising that, while this was
the first time that many of the students of these
schools had been away from home and might
have been expected to write home more often,
few college covers are known.
What follows is a selection of North Carolina
women’s college covers and a brief description
of the schools.

▲ Figures 1. Asheville Female College corner card on an 1870s letter to
Charleston, South Carolina noting the school’s focus on literature, science, and
math. The school closed in 1901. Postage stamp canceled with a Type 5
Asheville circular datestamp and negative “C’ killer.

NCPHS Postal Historian

SUMMER 2017

Asheville Female College – Asheville
Figure 1 shows an envelope with a printed
cover card of the Asheville Female College
indicating that the focus of the school was
literature, science and math. The school operated
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under several names. It was an outgrowth of Dickson Seminary
founded in 1835 by Reverend Samuel Dickson, a Presbyterian
minister. During the years 1845-1846, Elizabeth Blackwell was
on the faculty. She later became the first female physician in
America. In 1842, the school operated as the Asheville Female
Seminary. In 1851, the school was about to close when local
citizens convinced the school to affiliate with the Methodist
Church. The name was then changed to Western Carolina
Female College. It operated under that name until the Civil War
began, forcing the school to close.
In 1866 the school reopened but had financial problems. It
was sold in 1869 to a joint stock company, formed to prevent
the school from passing into private hands and being used for
other purposes. It reopened as the Asheville Female College
and operated as such until 1897. It is estimated that 8,000
students from 23 states attended the school. From 1897 until
1901, when the school finally closed for good, it was operated
as a privately-funded school.
Bennett College for Women – Greensboro
Bennett College is one of North Carolina’s historically black
colleges. It is one of only two black women’s colleges operating
today. The school began in 1873 as a school to train teachers
and provide education to the newly emancipated slaves.
Initially, the school was coeducational but in 1926, the school
became a women’s only college. The school is named for
Lyman Bennett who gave the school $10,000 to build its first
lecture hall and dormitory. Since 1930, over 5,000 women have
graduated from the college. (Figures 2 and 3)

Carolina Female College – Ansonville
The school was formed in 1849 as a joint stock company of
Ansonville residents, who funded the original three-story brick
building in 1850. The school became an overnight success. Two
typhoid fever epidemics and bitter political disputes among the
stockholders almost brought it to ruin. Shortly after the Civil
War, the school was turned over to the Methodist Church to
repay debts. In 1868, the school closed and was used until 1885
as a high school. From 1885 until 1945, the building was an
apartment building. Finally, it was demolished in the 1950s.
(Figures 4 and 5)
Charlotte Female Institute – Queens University –
Charlotte
The school considers its founding date as 1857. Others might
argue that its roots go back further. In 1773, the Queen’s
Museum was chartered as an educational facility. It continued
as such until 1777, when, in the mist of the war, there was no
great affection for the Crown. The name was changed to
Liberty Hall Academy. Beginning in 1784 and continuing for 35
years, the school operated as two schools: the Charlotte Male
Academy and the Charlotte Female Academy. The location of
these facilities began on South Tryon and Third Street. In 1821,
the institution was moved to South Tryon Street. In 1857,
Reverend Robert Burwell and his wife Margaret Anna Burwell
moved from Hillsborough to Charlotte to open the institute,
now called the Charlotte Female Institute, which recently
moved again to North College Street. In 1912, it moved to its

Figure 2. ►
Bennett College, one of only two remaining
black female colleges in the nation, began
operations in 1873. This envelope to Maxton
(Robeson County) was posted on 21 March
1900, canceled with a Type 15 Greensboro
steel die Circular datestamp with ovate killer.

◄ Figure 3. Picture postcard of Pfeiffer Hall, Bennett
College, Greensboro. Pictured here on a July 1940
post card, Pfeiffer Hall was constructed in 1924 as a
residence hall.
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present location in the Myers Park section. Now, the school
was operating as the Presbyterian College for Women. At the
end of WWII, the school changed name again to Queens
College. In 2002, the school became coeducational and was
called Queens University. (Figures 6 and 7)

Chowan College – Murfreesboro
This school first opened in 1848 and was called Chowan
Female Institute. It was renamed Chowan Female Collegiate
Institute in 1850. The school’s name came from a Native
American Indian tribe named Algonquin Chowanook. The

◄ Figure 4. Carolina Female College (Anson
County), February 16, (1850), circular datestamp in
red with handstamp “5,” also in red. This is one of
only two North Carolina stampless-era college postmarks. The school opened in 1850 and became very
successful until after the Civil War. In 1856 the post
office name was changed to Ansonville.

Figure 5. ►
September 19, 1856, envelope from Carolina Female
College with manuscript postmark addressed to
Spring Hill post office in Alabama. This manuscript
marking from the college post office on a Nesbitt
envelope would be the among the last from the school
as the office closed in December 1856.

◄ Figure 6.
June 13, (1858) Charlotte Type 4 blue circular datestamp canceling
a 3 cent 1857 dull red postage stamp on a Charlotte Female envelope going to Davidson College (Mecklenburg County). This
embossed corner card envelope was used in 1858, and identifies
the school and the Burwells, who operated the school.

Figure 7. ►
This engraved corner card illustrates the Main College
building of the Charlotte Female Institute on an envelope posted from Charlotte to Fort Mill, South Carolina.
A one cent 1870 ultramarine stamp paid the rate for an
enclosed circular.

NCPHS Postal Historian

SUMMER 2017

Page 5

school’s name once again changed in 1910 to Chowan College.
Male students were first admitted in 1931. During World War
II, the school closed from 1943 until 1949. The original main
building, McDowell Columns, still remains today and is
considered a regional landmark. The building was named for
the McDowell family of eastern North Carolina. Many of you
may remember Harry McDowell who was a postal history
collector from Columbia, South Carolina. A portion of his
collection was given to the school. (Figure 8)
Concord Presbyterian Female College – Statesville
Founded in 1852 as the Concord Presbytery, the school
officially opened in 1856 as Concord Presbyterian Female
College. The school taught younger girls as well as a four year
college program. With the ending of the war, the church sold

the school to a local businessman, R. F. Simonton in 1872. Mr.
Simonton changed the name to Simonton Female College. In
1875, Eliza Mitchell Grant and Margaret Eliot Mitchell (Mt.
Mitchell’s namesake) were hired to run the school. Under their
leadership, the school prospered.
At the urging of alumni taught by the Mitchell sisters, the
Board of Trustees renamed the school in 1917 to Mitchell
College. It went from a four year school to a two year college
in 1924. Currently, it is part of the state’s community college
system. (Figures 9 and 10)
Davenport Female College – Lenoir
Founded in 1855 by the Methodist church as an all-girls school,
the first classes were held in 1857. The school remained open
throughout the Civil War. It had been named for Col. William

Figure 8. ►
A picture post card of Chowan College’s administration building in the 1950s, published by Holland Art
Studios of Muffreesboro. The building was named
McDowell Columns, after the McDowell family of eastern North Carolina.

◄ Figure 9. Corner card envelope of the Concord
Female College posted with 1862 Confederate 10
cent rose postage stamp to Wilkesboro (Wilkes
County). A faint red Statesville circular datestamp,
Type 2, was struck just below the printed corner
marking. It was used in red from 1843 until 186x.

Figure 10. ►
May 22, ca 1877, Salisbury envelope with
engraved corner card of the Simonton Female
College after the Concord Female College ownership in 1872 addressed to Mocksville (Davie
County). The cover is canceled with a Type 4
Salisbury circular datestamp, which was used
during the 1870s. The school operated under
this name until 1917.
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Davenport, a major contributor to the building fund. On April
15-16, 1865, Union General. George Stoneman entered Lenoir
and did considerable damage to the school. In 1877, sparks
from the chimney caused the school to burn to the ground. It
was rebuilt and men were admitted in 1893. In 1914, the
school’s name was changed to Davenport College. The
Depression caused the school to close its doors in 1933. The
school building became Davenport Elementary School and
today is the Caldwell Heritage Museum. (Figure 11 and 12.)
Elizabeth College – Charlotte
The Lutheran church in 1897 opened this four year college for
women. The school met with success and offered a wide range
of courses. In 1915, the school was moved to Salem, Virginia

and merged with Roanoke College for Women. The college in
Roanoke was re-named Elizabeth College, but burned to the
ground in 1921 and was never rebuilt. The buildings of the
Charlotte Campus became the nucleus for Presbyterian
Hospital which is part of Novant Hospital system today.
(Figure. 13)
Elm Grove Female Seminary – Murfreesboro
Little can be found on this female school. Powell’s works on
higher education in North Carolina and women’s colleges in
North Carolina does not include it. An on-line reference
includes mention of it tied to Chowan College. The school was
conducted by Mr. Alfred Darden from his home, Mapleton
plantation, near Murfreesboro. Mr. Darden moved to Chowan

◄ Figure 11. September 21, 1861, envelope
with printed corner card of Davenport Female
College addressed to New Bern (Craven
County), one of two known Davenport Female
College covers used during the Civil War.
Payment was by a Lenoir provisional postage
stamp. The postmark is a Type 2 circular datestamp used only during the Civil War.

Figure 12. ►
Sept. 8, 1869, envelope with ornate corner card of
Davenport Female College addressed to Wilkesboro
(Wilkes County). The corner card advertised last session dates of twenty weeks at $60. The cover is postmarked with a black Type 3 circular datestamp.

◄ Figure 13. April 12, 1898, 1897 Plimpton stamped
envelope to York, Pennsylvania with a simple two-line
imprinted corner card of Elizabeth College. The letter
was posted in the second year of the school’s operation with a Type 17 steel duplex cancel.
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College in 1849 but returned to his female college at Elm
Grove in 1855. (Figure 14)
Flora MacDonald College – Red Springs
Founded in 1896 by the Fayetteville Presbyterian Church, it
was called Red Springs Seminary. The name was changed in
1903 to the Southern Presbyterian College and Conservatory
of Music. In 1914, the name Flora MacDonald College was
chosen in honor of a local Scottish supporter of the school. In
1955, it was decided to merge the school with Peace and
Presbyterian Junior College into a single four year college. With
the opening of St. Andrews Presbyterian College in 1961, Flora
MacDonald closed. (Figures 15 and 16)
Greensboro Female College – Greensboro
The school was first chartered in 1838 as Greensboro Female
College. It was built upon a school for girls founded in 1833 by

the Rev. Peter Doub, pastor of a local Methodist church. The
first building was built in 1843 and the first students attended
classes in 1846. In August, 1863, the main building burned to
the ground. For the next ten years, classes were held at Kittrell,
Louisburg, and Warrenton. Davenport College was merged
into Greensboro Female College in 1938. Considerable growth
has continued and the school became coeducational in 1956.
(Figures 17 and 18)
Littleton Female College – Littleton
The school opened as Central Institute in 1882 as a private
school. Within a month, the General Assembly chartered the
school when the citizens of Littleton formed a corporation to
run the school. The school was chartered “for the intellectual,
moral, and religious development and training of young
ladies.” In 1888, a number of substantial three story buildings
were constructed. The name was changed in 1888 to Littleton
Female College. Fire destroyed the college buildings on January
◄ Figure 14. The printed corner card of Elm Grove Female
Seminary originally was covered by a horizontal pair of Archer
& Daly Printing stamps (CSA No. 7), canceled with a Type 1
circular datestamp of Colerain (Bertie County). The envelope
address was Murfreesboro. The printed corner card indicated
the school was located near Murfreesboro. The stamps have
been moved aside to show the corner card.

Figure 15. ►
Picture postcard of the main building on campus of
Southern Presbyterian College. The school operated
under this name from 1903 until 1914, when the
name was changed to Flora Macdonald College.

◄ Figure 16. January 9, 1925, envelope from Red Springs (Robeson County
to Raleigh, with imprint of Flora
Macdonald College. The school operated under this name from 1914 until
1955. The Type 7 postmark is a scarce
flag cancel used in Red Springs from
1923 until 1925.
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22, 1919. Because of his age, President Rhodes decided not to
reopen the school. (Figure 19)
Louisburg Female College – Louisburg
Louisburg Female Academy opened its doors in 1815 under
the direction of Harriet Partridge. From 1843 through 1856,
Asher H. Ray and his wife, Jane Curtis, were successful

principals of the academy. Courses offered in the 1850s were
algebra, rhetoric, chemistry, geology, logic, French, Latin,
Greek, guitar and calisthenics. In 1855, the property of the
academy was transferred to the Louisburg Female College. The
newly formed college opened its doors in 1857. A new four
story, fifty-room brick building was added to the campus. The
original academy building is still in use today as the administration
building of Louisburg College. The school continued to

Figure 17. ►
This Confederate college cover has an embossed
corner card in the shape of a shield for the Greensboro
Female College. The yellow envelope was posted on
June 24, 1861, with a Type 5 circular datestamp in
blue on a letter to Winston (Forsyth County). The
school was burned to the ground in August 1863, but
was rebuilt in ten years.

◄ Figure 18. October 15, 1883, envelope with
Greensboro Female College corner card to sent to
Trinity College (Randolph County). The main campus
building, picture here, had been rebuilt ten years earlier.
The postmark used was a Greensboro Type 9 with the
old name of “Greensborough.” This is an indication that
the local citizens were ahead of the post office with the
name change of the city.

Figure 19. ►
May 16, 1888, posted the first year of the name
change from Central Institute to Littleton
Female College, this envelope with the simple
corner card marking was sent from the school
to Raleigh. The school operated until 1919
when a fire destroyed its buildings. The cover
is postmarked with a Type 6 circular datestamp
used during the late 1880s.
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operate through the Civil War and after the war, when 500
Union soldiers camped on the school grounds. (Figure 20)

225 acre campus in West Raleigh. It is one of the three
remaining women’s colleges open in the state. (Figure 22)

Mecklenburg Female College – Charlotte

Peace College – Raleigh

This college opened in 1867 by renting the land and buildings
of the old North Carolina Military Institute in Charlotte. It
only existed for two years. Rev. A. G. Stacy was president. The
buildings were located on what is now Morehead Street, near
Tryon. (Figure 21)

The school was founded in 1857 by the First Presbyterian
Church, but because of the Civil War, the school did not open
until 1872. At its founding, William Peace, an elder in the First
Presbyterian Church, donated $10,000 and the present school
site. As a result the school was named for him. The main
building was completed in 1862 and used as a hospital for
Confederate wounded. During the reconstruction period, the
four story building was taken over for the Freedman’s Bureau.
Later, it was returned to the school, now called the Peace
Institute. The first class of female students began in 1872.
The Rev. Robert Burwell and his son, John B. Burwell, leased
and operated the school from 1872 until 1890, when a series of
changes in the control of the school began. In 1907, Peace

Meredith College – Raleigh
The school was chartered in 1891 as a Baptist Female
University and opened its doors in 1899. The school was
named for Thomas Meredith who had first proposed a school
for women in 1838. Meredith was first located in downtown
Raleigh near the Capitol. It was moved in 1926 to its present

◄ Figure 20. August 17, ca 1858, Louisburgh (Franklin
County) to Chapel Hill (Orange County) with green corner
card marking of the Louisburg Female College. The college
began in 1857 and operated through the war. This cover was
posted ca. 1858 with a 3 cent 1857 dull red postage stamp
and a Type 1 circular datestamp, which was used in
Louisburgh from 1851 until 1874. The killer of a circle containing six bars was used throughout this period.

Figure 21. ►
February 25, ca 1869, envelope with printed
Mecklenburg Female College corner card used on
a cover from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
Greenville, South Carolina. The college operated
in the old North Carolina Military Institute Building
located on Morehead Street in Charlotte.

◄ Figure 22. Meredith College may never have had
any fancy corner card markings. It did, however, have
very attractive postcards. This card of the main campus building was posted from Raleigh in 1913.
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College again returned to the control of the Presbyterian
Church. By 1940, Peace offered academic programs for young
women that included the last two years of high school and the
first years of college. In 1943 the name of the school was
changed to Peace College. During the 1960s and 1970s, the
school saw its greatest growth with the construction of eleven
new buildings. In 1969, its student body was 471. Peace College
became a four year college in 1996, and began allowing male
students in 2009. By 2011, the Board of Trustees renamed the
school William Peace University. In 2012 the school became
coeducational, admitting men as full-time students. (Figures 23
and 24)
Saint Mary’s School – Raleigh
Founded in 1842 by the Rev. Albert Smedes as an Episcopal
school for girls, the present location had already been set aside

as a church school for boys. Three buildings on 160 acres were
built for the school. This proved unsuccessful and was soon
closed. Bishop Levi Ives persuaded Rev. Albert Smedes who
was conducting a successful girls’ school in New York City to
move to Raleigh and open a girls’ school on the property. The
school remained open throughout the Civil War. At Dr.
Smedes’ death, his son, Rev. Bennett Smedes, took over
management of the school. Under his direction, regular college
preparatory work was instituted with the first class graduating
in 1879.
( Figure 25)
Salem Female Academy – Salem
Founded in 1772 by the Moravians as a day school for girls, the
school is considered the 13th oldest female school in the
nation. In 1802, the school became the first higher education

Figure 23. ►
February 14, 1878, all over advertising cover
from the school in Raleigh to Jonesboro (Moore
County). Peace Institute opened in 1872 and
was named for William Peace, a major contributor to the school. This cover was posted
with a Type 15 circular date stamps, used in
Raleigh from 1876 until 1885. Note the two
distinct killers used on the cover.

◄ Figure 24. November 5, ca. 1885 cover
from Raleigh to Charlotte (Mecklenburg
County), canceled with a Type 15 circular date
-stamp of Raleigh on, perhaps, one of the
most ornate North Carolina college covers.

Figure 25. ►
March 17, 1880, a larger corner card of St.
Mary’s School used on a Raleigh envelope
addressed to Ashepoo Depot, South Carolina
via the Charleston and Savannah Railroad.
Each of the covers posted at Raleigh has a
different, distinctive killer for the stamps.
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institution for women in the state. Today, it is one of the three
remaining female schools in the state. Among the alumni of
the school are Mrs. James K. Polk, wife of the President of the
United States, and Mrs. “Stonewall” Jackson, wife of the
Confederate General. By 1855, the school had 260 residents
enrolled. During the Civil War and reconstruction, the school
maintained its enlarged student body. Many of the older
buildings on campus have been restored and are still in use
today. (Figures 26 and 27)
Thomasville Female College - Thomasville
The school was founded in 1849 as Sylva Grove Female
Seminary. It was later named Glen Anna Female Seminary.

Glen Anna was chartered in 1855 and shortly afterwards
purchased by John W. Thomas, founder of the town of
Thomasville. Thomas erected a new building which opened in
1857. The college remained opened through the Civil War. It
was closed for a year after Thomas’s death in 1873. The school
changed hands and stayed open until 1889 when it moved to
High Point and became High Point Female College. (Figure
28.)
Warrenton Female College – Warrenton
The school was formed in 1856 by a group of Methodist
laymen who purchased Warrenton Female Academy, which was
founded in 1841. Both the old school and new school were

Figure 26. ►
November 20, 1879, Salem (Forsyth County) envelope
with the corner card marking of the Salem Female
Academy to Hickory (Catawba County). This school is
one of the oldest female schools still in operation in the
nation. A Type 3 circular datestamp with a duplexed
cork killer was used to cancel the 3 cent green stamp.

◄ Figure 27. This very ornate red corner
card of the Salem Female Academy was used
in 1892 while Rev. J. H. Clewell was principal.
Here it is on a December 7, 1892 envelope
from Salem to Asheboro (Randolph County),
posted with a Salem Type 6 circular datestamp.

Figure 28. ►
Embossed corner card marking of the Glen Anna Seminary on
this October 185x cover addressed to Piney Grove (Sampson
County). Shortly after its charter in 1855, John W. Thomas purchased the school and named it the Thomasville Female
College. A manuscript postmark by the Thomasville postmaster
ties the 3 cents dull red postage stamp to the envelope.
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highly praised by contemporaries. In 1863, after the burning of
Greensboro Female College, some of the former students
attended Warrenton Female College. When the Greensboro
College reopened in 1873, the Warrenton Female College
closed. (Figures 29 and 30)
Wesleyan Female College – Murfreesboro
The college began operation in 1853. Between that time and
1877, when the first school burned, nearly 1,500 students had
graduated. The school was rebuilt in 1881 and operated until
1893 when it was again destroyed by fire. It was not rebuilt
after this fire. (Figures 31) ■
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◄ Figure 29. The Warrenton Female Institute was
founded in 1841. In 1856, a group of Methodist laymen purchased the school to form the Warrenton
Female College. This green shield embossed corner
card envelope was hand carried to Wm. Hendrick by
a slave, a very uncommon use of an embossed
College envelope.

Figure 30. ►
February 26, 1861, envelope with blue oval embossed
corner card of the Female Institute of Warrenton,
addressed to Chittenango, New York, and paid with a 3
cents dull red postage stamp. The school name at the
time the Warrenton Female College, which closed for
good in 1873.

◄ Figure 31. March 15, 1859, envelope from Murfreesboro
(Hertford County) to Randolph College, Virginia, with an
attractive blue embossed corner card of Wesleyan Female
College. The cover was paid with a 3 cents dull red postage
stamp canceled by a Type 3 “balloon” circular datestamp.
The corner card also is known in red. “Murfreesborough”
was spelled this way from 1858 until late 1887, when it was
changed to Murfreesboro.
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The 58th North Carolina Troops in Eastern Tennessee
by Richard F. Winter

O

n-line information about the 58th North Carolina ty. He commanded Company H, one of 11 companies in the
Troops, Confederate States Army, from official regiment. Besides being a company commander he was also the
records as well as private research, has helped me regimental historian. He was promoted to 1st Lieutenant in July
understand two covers that I recently acquired for 1862, promoted to Captain in 1863, and promoted to Major in
my Greensboro, North Carolina postal history collection. Jef- November 1864. He survived the war, and prepared a history
frey Craig Weaver of Arlington, Virginia, placed his research of the 58th NC, which was published on 26 April 1901 from
on-line in preparation for a book about the 58th North Caro- Lenoir, North Carolina.
lina Infantry. Weaver’s monograph, which relates solely to this
Colonel Palmer’s regiment was created under an older conregiment, appears on the website of a different society, the cept called a “legion.” This organization had three components,
Society for the Historical Preservation of the 26th Regiment infantry, cavalry, and artillery. Colonel Palmer succeeded only
North Carolina Troops. Over
partly in creating his legion. By the
the years this society has grown
summer of 1862, he had raised 10
into one of the largest single recompanies of infantry, three comenactment units in the nation. In
panies of cavalry, but no artillery
addition to Weaver’s monograph,
companies. By this time the legion
information
found
through
concept had fallen into disfavor
Google Book searches has helped
with Confederate officials. His
me understand the movement of
regiment was changed to an inthis infantry regiment in Eastern
fantry regiment with the removal
Tennessee. This was necessary to
of the cavalry companies to other
determine when the letters were
units. Company H of the 58th
sent, even though neither had its
NC, headed by Captain G.W.F.
contents.
Harper, joined from a legion beThe 58th North Carolina State
ing raised by Zebulon Vance, the
Troops, hereafter referred to as
56th North Carolina. When Vance
“the 58th NC,” was recruited in
later was elected governor of the
North Carolina from the region
state, Company H was sent to join
of the eastern side of the AppaPalmer’s regiment to bring the tolachian Mountains in early 1862.
tal up to 11 companies. Company
The men of this region were
H had their camp of instruction
mostly from small farms, had few
at Kittrell in May 1862, some two
slaves and little need for them.
hundred miles to the east in Vance
They were unlike other CarolinCounty. They would join the 58th
ians from the piedmont or coastal
NC after it had moved to eastern
plain of North Carolina, and
Tennessee in August 1862. The
more like the mountaineers of
regiment originally was known as
Tennessee and Kentucky. The
the 58th North Carolina Partisan
regiment was organized in MitchRangers. It was later re-designatell County on 24 July 1862, with
ed as the 58th North Carolina
▲ Figure 1. The leadership of the 58th Regiment, North
Colonel John B. Palmer of MitchTroops
Carolina Troops, with Colonel John B. Palmer at the top,
labeled “1.” Lt. George Washington Finley Harper is to
ell County as commander. Figure
Figure 2 is a contemporary
the right on the second line, labeled “3,” whose two letters
1 illustrates portraits of a few of
map of the Eastern Tennessee reare the subject of this article.
the leaders of the regiment with
gion. The extract was made from
Colonel Palmer at top of the picplate Number 142 found in “The
ture. Shown below and to the right of him in portrait no. 3 is Official Military Atlas of the Civil War.” This massive assemCaptain George Washington Finley Harper of Caldwell Coun- blage of military maps, engravings and drawings was printed
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Figure 2. ▲
Contemporary map of the Eastern Tennessee region where the 58th NC operated. This extract from a much larger map in “The Official
Military Atlas of the Civil War” shows most of the locations identified in the article by red dots and underlined names.

to accompany the “Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies,” published in Washington, DC from 18911895. This extract shows most locations in eastern Tennessee
for events in this article. The locations will be identified as red
dots with underlined place names. Not shown on this extract is
Johnson’s Depot, about eight miles northeast of Jonesborough.
During the period of the Civil War it was known by that name
with Henry Johnson as postmaster, but some historians have
called the place Johnson City. The name was not changed to
Johnston City until March 1870, a name it has had ever since.
In late July and early August 1862 the 58th NC moved out of
the area in which they were formed to their first post at Johnson’s Depot, Tennessee, a stop on the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad. The post reportedly was called “Camp Stokes.”
This camp is not be confused with the Camp Stokes that had
been formed just outside Greensboro, North Carolina in late
1864 (see North Carolina Postal Historian Spring 2015, Whole
Number 130). The 58th NC drilled briefly before being sent
out to man various posts in upper East Tennessee. On 25 August 1962, Colonel Palmer was ordered to report to Brigadier
General C.L. Stevenson. The 58th NC had been ordered up
as reinforcements for Gen. Stevenson’s division of the Army

NCPHS Postal Historian

of East Tennessee, whose command was in the process of investing the Federal forces at Cumberland Gap, a strategic pass
through the Cumberland Mountains within the Appalachian
Mountains near the junction of three states: Kentucky, Virginia
and Tennessee. It was a key passageway through the lower central Appalachians. This location was an important position in
preparing for a full-scale invasion of Kentucky. The Federal
forces under General George Washington Morgan of Pennsylvania were forced to leave this area, which was soon to be
controlled by Confederate forces.
The 58th NC left Camp Stokes on 27 August 1862 and arrived
at Cumberland Gap on 16 September. Here the 58th NC was
assigned duty paroling captured prisoners and repairing damage
left a few days earlier by the fleeing Federal forces. This also
included removing road obstructions left by the Federal forces.
They remained there until 25 October 1862. On the 27th of
October the 58th NC reached Big Creek Gap, near Jacksborough, where they wintered. On 29 March 1863, 58th NC left
Big Creek Gap, moving first to Clinton, Tennessee, and then to
numerous locations up into Kentucky, back to the Big Creek,
and finally into northern Georgia, where they participated in
the Battle of Chickamauga in early September 1863. This loca-
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tion will become a part of the evaluation of one of the
two covers later in the article.
Now I will connect the movement of the 58th NC
with my evaluations of the two Confederate covers. The
first is illustrated in Figure 3. This envelope, handmade
of brown paper, was addressed to “Mrs. E.R. Harper,
Greensboro, Guilford County, care of Dr. Jas. K. Hall.”
The envelope must have carried a letter from her husband G.W.F. Harper, who commanded Company H of
the 58th NC. I base this on the handwriting of a second cover to be examined next. A horizontal pair of the
CSA No. 6 stamps paid the required postage to Greensboro. The cover was posted on 31 May 1862 at Thorn
Hill, Tennessee, shown by the manuscript postmark in
the upper left corner. The postmaster at that office also
canceled the two stamps with a manuscript “5.” From the
preceding information this fits well with the movement of
Company H to Cumberland Gap, having left Johnson’s Depot on 27 August and arriving at Cumberland Gap on 16
September 1862. Thorn Hill was a small post office approximately 30 miles southeast of Cumberland Gap. The letter
arrived at Greensboro two weeks later, but Mrs. Harper was

Figure 3. ▲
31 May 1862, handmade envelope from 1st Lt. G.W.F. Harper with
manuscript postmark of Thorn Hill, Tennessee, addressed to his wife
in Greensboro (Guilford County), paid with a horizontal pair of CSA
No.6 stamps. At Greensboro it was re-directed to Lenoir (Caldwell
County) and marked in manuscript “Ford 10.”

the website of the North Carolina Postal History Society.
Postmark type 5a shows a small dent in the outer ring of
the postmark between the “B” and “O” of “Greensborough.”
The second cover is shown in Figure 4. Again the cover is a handmade envelope of brown paper, addressed
to “Mrs. E.R. Harper, Care Hon. Jno. A. Gilium, Greensboro, N.C.” This time we know that the envelope carried a letter from her husband. In the upper left corner
is penned “From G.W.F. Harper, 1st Lt. Co H. 58 N.C.
Regt.” The handwriting on this cover is the same as that
on the cover in Figure 3. As mentioned earlier records of
the 58th Regiment Infantry show that Company H was
commanded by G.W.F. Harper, promoted to 1st Lieutenant in July 1862. This indicates that G.W.F. Harper was
still a First Lieutenant and was promoted to Captain later
▲ Figure 4. 7 September [1862], handmade envelope sent unpaid from
than the date on this cover. This cover was posted on 7
Morristown, Tennessee, to 1st Lt. G.W.F. Harper’s wife in Greensboro
September 1862 at Morristown, Tennessee. The year has
(Guilford County with circular datestamp of Morristown, Tennessee.
Morristown postmaster marked “Due 10.” Greensboro postmaster redibeen determined by the movements of the 58th NC. The
rected letter to Lenoir (Caldwell County), marked Ford 10” and “20” cents
fact that this unit was in eastern Tennessee in the vicinity
postage due at destination.
of the Cumberland Gap placed the year as 1862, its first
year in service. If the year had been 1863, the 58th NC
no longer there. Undoubtedly, the Greensboro postmaster had would have been involved with the campaign of Chickamauga
instructions to redirect her letters to Lenoir (Caldwell County). (18-20 September 1863) 170 miles to the southwest just across
He wrote the new destination on the envelope and wrote “Ford the Tennessee border with Georgia, about 10 miles south of
10” to specify that 10 cents postage was due at the destination Chattanooga.
This cover reached Greensboro about the same time as the
in Lenoir. Payment for letters re-directed was required for the
distance to the new destination. The envelope received a blue cover in Figure 3. Both covers were re-directed from Greenspostmark of Greensboro on 14 September, which at the time boro to Lenoir (Caldwell County) on the same day, 14 Septemwas spelled “Greensborough.” This postmark is number 5a in ber 1862. Again, the blue “Greensborough” circular datestamp
the Update of the Catalog of North Carolina Postmarks, available on is postmark type 5a with the early display of the same rim dam-
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age, between the “B” and “O” of “Greensborough.” Because
the cover in Figure 4 was unpaid, the Morristown postmaster
wrote “Due 10” for the postage due on this unpaid letter. The
Greensboro postmaster added “Ford 10” and “20” for the total postage due at its new destination. The first value was the
postage due for the travel from Morristown to Greensboro and
the additional 10 cents was for the travel from Greensboro to
Lenoir.
Despite the fact that one of the two covers had no year date,
I was able to satisfy myself that both covers were from the
same individual in the 58th NC based on visible evidence of the
covers and the historical records which chronicled the movements of the regiment during the Civil War. Records such as
those listed below are easily obtained and can be quite useful
in evaluating Confederate covers, which might have important
information missing. ■
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Mystery Cover

The circular datestamp on this cover is one of several 26 mm postmarks that were used in North
Carolina during the Confederate period. In this
case the marking was struck poorly so that neither
the date nor the post office name could be easily
read. This was a result of his negligence for not
keeping the postmark device properly cleaned and
inked.
See if you can identify the post office name by
other means.
Also identify the initials “C. S. P. A.” in the
address panel.

Have You Checked Our Web Site?

The North Carolina Postal History Society’s web site is located at

www.ncpostalhistory.com

Take as look and let us know how you feel.
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Galveston, North Carolina Post Office
1888 – 1902
by Edward E. Cooke

P

story wing adjacent to the kitchen. Uncle
Willie and Granddaddy Cole ran a twostory general store on the property, so my
Great Aunt Mary Jane Cole, a spinster,
actually administered most of the postal
duties.
Figure 2 is a photo of John Edward Cole (standing), his second wife, Sadie Latta Cole (sitting left), daughter Mattie Ellen
Cole and, his sister, Mary
Jane Cole (sitting right).
This photo was taken
about 1903. Granddaddy J.
E. Cole was an excellent
craftsman and businessman. He made furniture
and is considered to have
made the pigeon holes
mailbox that was originally
installed in the post office
home. This mailbox is
now exactly where it was
first installed in 1888.
The original pigeon
holes box, that was
placed in the post office
on December 18, 1888,
and crafted by John
Edward Cole, is shown ▲ Figures 1. William Thomas
Cole (Sept. 22, 1858 � Jul. 23,
in Figure 3.
1924),
first postmaster of Galveston
Uncle Willie remained
from December 18, 1888 until April
as postmaster until April 4, 1899.
4, 1899, when he relocated to the city of
Durham to engage in the cotton mill industry. George W.
Flintom became the second postmaster and served until
October 12, 1899, when Henry J. Pope was appointed the
third and last postmaster. Figure 4 illustrates Henry Pope,
who served until April 30, 1902, when the post office was
discontinued and Rural Free Delivery began to serve the
community.
I was informed by Claude Vickers, a lifetime Durham native,
then
near 90 years of age, that he well remembers riding with
▲ Figure 2. The Galveston Post Office as it looked ca. 1903.
Standing is John Edward Cole, his second wife, Sadie Latta Cole (sit- his Grandfather, Sandy Woods, in a buggy to bring the mail
ting left), daughter Mattie Ellen Cole, and his sister, Mary Jane Cole from Hillsboro to the Galveston Post Office.
(sitting right).
Figure 5 is a photo of the post office as it looks today. The
post office pigeon holes box remained in the Henry J. Pope

ostal history collectors are
blessed with the ability to own
old covers related to their respective interests. However, few are
as fortunate as I to have the opportunity to
live in an old post office dwelling which
was owned and run by my ancestors. In 1973, I purchased the
Galveston, North Carolina, post office property originally purchased in 1878 by my Great Grandmother Sarah E. W. Cole. I
have restored it as best as possible.
On December 18, 1888, the requested charter for the
Galveston Post Office by my Great Uncle William Thomas
Cole was approved by the Postmaster General in Washington,
D.C. Uncle Willie was named its first postmaster. Figure 1 is a
period photograph of William Thomas Cole, Galveston’s first
postmaster. Uncle Willie lived in the home with my Grandfather
John Edward Cole, a widower, his daughter, Mattie Ellen Cole,
my Great Aunt Mary Jane Cole, and my Great Grandmother
Sarah E. W. Cole. The post office was located in the back single
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▲ Figures 3. The original pigeon holes box that was
placed in the post office on December 18, 1888, considered to have been crafted by John Edward Cole.
This mail box has been in the Pope family for 115
years, but recently returned to the author, who
cleaned it and refurbished it to its original patina.

family for 115 years and was recently returned to me by Henry
J. Pope’s great granddaughter, Anna Pope Andrews. After
hours of cleaning and returning it to its original patina, it now
hangs where it did 129 years ago. To date no postmarks have
been recorded for the Galveston Post Office, though several
letters have survived. ■

Figure 4. ▲
Henry J. Pope, the last Galveston postmaster
appointed on October 12, 1899 until the post
office was discontinued on April 30, 1902.
Photo taken ca. 1885.

▲ Figures 5. The post office as it looks today. The house was purchased in 1878
by my Great Grandmother Sarah E. W. Cole and served as the first Galveston
Post Office.
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SEEKING

2017 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Confederate and Southern States
Postal History as well as a few
Select Customers for such.

Harry Albert
Jim Baird
W. Bryson Bateman
Larry Baum
Ralph Baumgardner
Mary Ann Brown

Carolina Coin &
Stamp, Inc.

D. Wayne Burkette

Maurice Bursey
Alfred Carroccia
Gregory Ciesielski
Hugh Clark
L.T. Cooper
Cary Cochran
Tony Crumbley
Frank Dale
Ken Dickert
Bill DiPaolo
Andrea Edmondson
Steve Edmondson

Tony L. Crumbley
P.O. Box 681447, Charlotte, NC 28216
704.395.1191
tonycrumbley@bellsouth.net
tonycrumbley.com

BIG Lick STAMPS

James Edwards
Roy Elmore
Pascual Goicoechea
Charles Hall
Todd Hause
Sam Hudson
Steve Jackson
Stefan Jaronski
Jimmy Jordan
Patricia Kaufmann
Michael Kelly
John Kimbrough
Anthony Marcuso
Robert Mayo
Boyd Morgan
Richard Murphy
Pierre Oldham
John Olson
Timothy O'Conner

Buying and selling Stamps, Covers &

Steve Pacetti
Tom Richardson
Steve Roth
Eugene Setwyn
William Shulleeta
George Slaton
Jay & Bonnie Smith
Scott Steward
Gregory Stone
Harvey Tilles
Wendell Triplett
Alan Vestal
John Walker
Rich Weiner
Susan Whitehead
Kent Wilcox
Douglas Williams
Richard Winter
(47% of membership)

Collections of the World

NEW MEMBERS

Cary Cochran
Owner

P.O. Box 163
Locust, North Carolina 28097

Arne Englund - North Fort Meyers, FL
Anthony Marcuso - Charlotte
Jerry Wells - Oak Ridge

1.800.560.5310
____________________________
carytj@yahoo.com

NORTH CAROLINA
POSTAL
HISTORIAN
If you’d like to contribute information or articles to the
Summer POSTAL HISTORIAN please submit them by
August 15

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
The following counties and are now available at
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com

Alamance through Watauga

(Check counties from Alamance thru Haywood for updates)

Have You Given Us Your
E-mail Address?

We would like in the future to be able to send information to members using e-mail, but we lack valid e-mail
addresses for many of our members. Please help by sending
your e-mail address to Harry Albert, the Secretary-Treasurer at
hlalbert78@gmail..com or Tony Crumbley at tcrumbley2@
bellsouth.net.
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