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he year is almost half over and out society remains
strong. This is because of the dedicated members
we have who support the society with sustaining
memberships, members who write the high-quality
articles for the journal and those who contribute in so many
other ways. A prime example is Maurice Bursey’s updating of
the Index to all of the articles in the North Carolina Postal
Historian and its predecessor, the NCPHS Newsletter. The last
time the Index was updated was in the Winter 2009/2010 issue.
All members received the Index with the last issue. Scott
Steward, our webmaster, has upgraded web security for our
website and has made other improvements. Dick Winter is the
editor of the North Carolina Postal Historian and can be credited
with ensuring that the journal is grammatically and stylistically
correct. The appearance, professional editing and quality of the
articles is unparalleled by any other state society.
I urge all members who can to attend the CHARPEX 2019
show on July 27 and 28, 2019, in Charlotte at Central Piedmont
Community College. This show always has something for
everyone and hosts the annual general meeting of the North
Carolina Postal History Society. We have a general meeting with
society news and updates and the presentation of an award to
the winner of an outstanding article in the North Carolina Postal
Historian. Also, Board members are elected at the general
meeting. Then we have a program which is always interesting
and educational. The general meeting is at 1:00 pm and is
followed by a meeting of the Board of Directors at 2:00-3:00
pm. Selection of officers is done by the Board. If you can
attend, it is well worth the effort and a great opportunity to
meet fellow members.
The membership is also reminded of an important postal
symposium in October. “The Civil War Postal Exhibition and
Symposium 2019,” sponsored by the Confederate Stamp
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Alliance and the American Philatelic Society, will be held on
October 24-26, 2019, at the American Philatelic Center in
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. There will be a bourse, 125
competitive-frame exhibition as well as interesting programs.
This sounds like an important and unique event. The details are
available on the link: https://stamps.org/Blog/post/civil-warpostal-exhibition-and-symposium-announced or write Jerry S.
Palazolo, 5010 Raleigh LaGrange Road, Memphis, Tennessee
38128.
The Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs (SEFSC), to
which we now belong, is finalizing the criteria of a new award
for Southeastern Postal History that will be awarded annually at
the Southeastern Stamp Expo show. The intent is to have a
follow-on to the former Georgia Postal History award, and
broaden the scope to include the entire geography that the
SEFSC serves, namely, Georgia and surrounding states plus
Mississippi. More information will be coming. The preliminary
announcement has been made now as they prepare for the
initial award in January 2020.
I close with emphasizing that the journal depends on the
membership for articles. We have had an impressive array of
diverse and well-researched articles in the past. Anyone who
has an idea for article is encouraged to submit it to Dick
Winter. The editors will help and you just might have an article
on a subject that’s never been covered before. The length
doesn’t matter, just the idea.
.
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Charlotte’s First Air Mail Service, April 1, 1930
by Tony L. Crumbley

A

s I sit here writing this article
Contract Air Mail Route 19, first
and more than 750 airplanes fly
began May 1-2, 1928, with flights from New
over my home daily, it is hard to
York to Atlanta, stopping in Richmond and
conceive that the first flight of
Greensboro. Scheduled service on the 748airmail into Charlotte would bring out
mile daily trip was each day except Sundays
50,000 people to see the plane land.
and holidays. Pitcairn Airways had eight
The headlines of the Charlotte Observer on April 2, 1930, Pitcairn PA-5 Mailwing bi-planes that were designed as mail
stated, “Thousands See First Mail Plane Arrive.” The article planes for the night flying operations.
estimates 30,000 to 50,000 people were there to see the landing
On December 17, 1928, Pitcairn Aviation flew the 25th
and that more than 10,000 automobiles were at the airport. The anniversary flight to Kitty Hawk. This is the only official flight
1930 population of Charlotte was 83,675. Clearly, this was an of the 25th anniversary celebration. Baltimore was added to the
event to behold. Figure 1 illustrates a cover carried on the first cities on May 6, 1929; Camden, New Jersey on September 15,
flight into Charlotte on April 1, 1930. I will get to the postal 1929; and Charlotte on April 1, 1930.
history of these First Flight covers later in the article.
In early 1929, Pitcairn Aviation sold its airline and air mail
To accomplish this feat, Johnny Crowell had started years contracts in order to focus on manufacturing. The ownership
earlier by purchasing the old WWI Camp Green Parade was changed twice and on January 17, 1930, the airline became
Grounds and built an airport for local flyers.
Johnny Crowell was born in Union County in
1893. His father was an early pilot and by his
teens, Johnny was flying. He performed in air
shows from 1923 until 1952. With the
outbreak of the Korean War, he entered
service and served in the Air Force in both
the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
At first, the Charlotte airport (later known
as Cannon Airport) was only opened on
weekends for air shows and pilot training.
The April 1, 1930 air mail landing would
christen the facility as the Queen City’s
airfield. By 1935, the airport, located at
Ashley Road and Lindbergh Street, had four
gravel runways and two hangers. The old
airport closed some time after 1948 and
nothing exists of it today. The site of Freedom ▲ Figure 1. Charlotte, April 1, 1930, envelope carried on first air mail flight to Charlotte
and posted there with Type 40 universal machine cancel, the first day of this cancel
Mall replaced it in the 1970s.
The flight to Charlotte was an addition to type. The cover is hand signed by Postmaster J. D. Albright.
Contract Air Mail (CAM) Route 19, which
flew from New York to Atlanta. This route was the first to Eastern Air Transport Inc. (later Eastern Airlines).
include scheduled night flying and provided overnight air mail
In preparation for this historic event, the Charlotte City
service along the east coast, including four Federal Reserve Boosters obtained the sixteen-person aircraft of the Firestone
District Bank offices.
Tire and Rubber Co., and flew to Greensboro for a celebration
The route was segmented into two operating divisions: of the joining of the two cities. Mayors, Chamber of Commerce
Northern division – New York to Richmond, and Southern executives, elected officials and Eastern Air executives were
Division – Richmond to Atlanta. CAM Route 19 connected there for dinner. The plan was to escort the mail plane back to
with CAM Route 1 and CAM Route 23, unifying air mail Charlotte. While the crowds were gathering in Charlotte, the
service between Boston and New Orleans.
dignitaries boarded their plane to head south. One thing that
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they could not control was the weather. Both planes were late
taking off. Headwinds of 44 mph caused a delay in arrival of
over two hours for Captain Earle Potts who flew the mail plane
to Charlotte from Greensboro. The mail plane from Atlanta
flown by Captain Eugene R. Brown arrived well before Potts,
even though he was scheduled to arrive twenty minutes
afterwards. When young Brown landed, not expecting to be the
first, he rushed to a microphone a few hundred yards across
the field and said, “Hello, folks! This is a great crowd out here
and a fine greeting. Charlotte has a wonderful airport. You
should be congratulated on it.”
One of the first to greet Brown was Postmaster J. D. Albright
who had stayed in town to process the mails. He handed
Brown a mail pouch and said, “I hand you three important
letters, sir. Number One is to the Postmaster General, the

second one is to Congressman Charles A. Jones, and the third
is to Clarence O. Kuester, Secretary of the Charlotte Chamber
of Commerce, and the best Secretary in the world.”
The pilot grinned and stuck the pouch in his plane. Clearly,
the recognition to Kuester was for his efforts in getting the
mail stop added and for putting the event together. To this day,
he is known as “Buster Kuester” for his marketing of the city.
That is a brief history of the event. Now let’s look at the
postal history. The postmaster was Judson D. Albright,
appointed acting postmaster on February 7, 1922 and as
postmaster on February 23, 1922. He served as postmaster
until March 20, 1934.
Two pilots flew the mail the evening of April 1, 1930.
Eugene R. Brown flew 148 pounds of mail from Atlanta to
Charlotte and was the first to arrive. Brown had been a pilot on

▲ Figure 2. The Postal Bulletin, No. 15243 of 11 March 1930 announcement of the Contract Air Mail Route 19
additions of north- and southbound flights to Charlotte indicating the schedule and that a special cachet would
be issued from Washington, DC for the first flights.

the original May 1, 1928, Contract Air Mail Route 19 flight.
The Southbound pilot was Earle Potts. He flew 138 pounds
of mail into the city from Greensboro. Charlotte was to receive
northbound service from Atlanta by night plane and southbound
service by day plane from Greensboro. The Post Office
Department in Washington, DC, announced the first flight in
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The Postal Bulletin, No. 15243 of 11 March 1930, with the
information shown in Figure 2.
The Charlotte Post Office postmarked all first flight covers at
7 pm and applied the official cachet provided by the Post Office Department to the face of received covers in black ink (see
Figure 3).
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◄ Figure 3. Post Office Department special cachet for
the CAM 19 north- and southbound flights on April 1, 1930,
always struck in black ink.

Figure 4, an example of a first flight cover, is shown here.
This 1929, 5-cents blue, embossed envelope, paid the current
5-cents air mail rate. An additional 1918 orange, 6-cents stamp,
the first U.S. air mail stamp, was applied to the cover, probably for collector appeal. The envelope indicia
was canceled by a Charlotte Type 40, universal
machine Type BT2L-200 with a 22mm black
cancel, the number “2” indicating it was the
second machine in the Charlotte Post Office.
The April 1st date is the earliest use of this

machine cancel in Charlotte. The cover was flown from Atlanta
by pilot Eugene R. Brown on the first plane to arrive with mail
on board.
The cover in Figure 5 was posted in Allentown, Pennsylvania,
on March 31, 1930, and was addressed for general delivery in
Charlotte. This cover was carried on the first southbound flight
flown by Captain Earle Potts. The cover has the official post office cachet applied at Charlotte to all covers received on the two
inaugural flights into Charlotte. There is a purple handstamp
autograph of Postmaster Albright on this cover. From a survey
of 147 first flight covers in the author’s possession, eleven were

Figure 4. ►
Charlotte, April 1, 1930. First air mail
flight into Charlotte and cover posted
there. Universal machine No. 2 used
for cancellation. Note extra 6-cents (first
U.S. air mail stamp) added for collector
appeal.

◄ ▼ Figures 5 and 5a. Front and reverse of March 31, 1930, cover from
Allentown, Pennsylvania, to Charlotte
carried on first southern flight to Charlotte. Upon arrival Charlotte postmaster
applied a purple autograph handstamp.
Cover reverse shows General Delivery
datestamp of Charlotte.

NCPHS Postal Historian

SUMMER 2019

Page 5

◄ Figures 6. An autographed cover flown by
and signed by Eugene R. Brown on his northbound flight from Atlanta to Charlotte. The
5-cents air mail rate is overpaid one cent with
this one-cent booklet pane of six 1918 issue
stamps. Note the additional private cachet in
the upper left made by green typewriter ink
and a dark blue ink pen.

Figure 7a. ►
This cover with a 1928, 5-cents carmine and blue Beacon air mail stamp
shows the additional cachet applied by
the city of Charlotte in blue ink, upper
left corner. This cachet is known also
in black and reddish brown colors.

◄ Figures 7b. The only cover with
a black Charlotte cachet for the April
1, 1930 flight is shown here paid with
a 1930, 5-cents violet Winged Globe
stamp. Here the cachet was applied to
the lower left corner of the air mail envelope.

signed by the postmaster and two had his autograph applied
by a purple rubber stamp. Figure 5a shows the reverse of the
cover with the Type 4 General Delivery postmark of Charlotte,
a 28.5mm double-circle purple datestamp.
The cover in Figure 6 is signed by Pilot Eugene R. Brown and
was posted with a one-cent booklet pane of six stamps from
the 1918 issue. This cover overpays the five-cents rate by one
cent. There is a private cachet in green typewriter ink and outlined with a dark blue ink pen, as well as an airmail handstamp
in purple ink.
In addition to the official black cachet for the first flight, the
city of Charlotte added an additional cachet of an airplane and
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pilot with the date “April 1, 1930/Charlotte, N.C.” Examples of
the three-known colors of this cachet are shown in Figures 7ac. Of the 147 covers surveyed, thirty had the Charlotte cachet,
of which twenty-six were in blue ink, one was in black ink and
one was in a reddish-brown color ink. It is interesting to note
the current airmail catalogue lists this Charlotte cachet at $15.00
as compared to $3.00 for the non-cacheted variety.
Of the 147 covers surveyed, only one did not have a Universal machine cancel of Charlotte. The Figure 8 cover, a 1929,
5-cents blue, embossed envelope, was paid the 5-cents air mail
rate and was canceled with a Type 40a, 26mm black metal duplex Type E-2 handstamp. The first day of this handstamp was
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Figure 7c. ►
The only cover with a reddish-brown
Charlotte cachet for the April 1, 1930,
flight is shown here paid with a 1928,
5-cents carmine and blue Beacon air
mail stamp. The cachet was applied to
the upper left corner of the air mail envelope. Note the Charlotte postmaster
signed each of the three covers shown
with the Charlotte cachet.

◄ Figure 8. Charlotte, April 1, 1930, a
1929, 5-cents blue, embossed envelope,
paid the 5-cents air mail rate and addressed to Bronx, New York. It was canceled with a Type 40a Charlotte metal duplex, Type E-2 handstamp on the first day
of use of this postmark. This is the only
one of the surveyed covers that did not
have a machine cancel.

Figure 9. ►
This first flight cover with a 1930, 5-cents
violet Winged Globe stamp was mailed
from Atlanta, Georgia, to Charlotte on
April 1, 1930. It received an Atlanta airfield cancel with a time of 6:30 pm, one
of the few non 7:00 pm cancels. On the
reverse was a General Delivery postmark of Charlotte dated April 2, 1930.

April 1, 1930, the date of the flight. The cover was carried to
Bronx, New York.
An additional analysis of the survey covers indicates a near
consistent use of time in the postmark of 7:00 pm. Two examples of different times are shown in Figure 9 and Figure 10. The
Figure 9 cover, paid with a 1930, 5-cents violet Winged Globe
stamp, was posted from Atlanta with an airfield postmark timed
6:30 pm on April 1, 1930. It was carried to Charlotte by Pilot
Brown, received the official cachet on the front and a General
Delivery postmark on the reverse of April 2, 1930.
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Figure 10 on the next page presents a question. Why did only
one of the surveyed covers have a non-7:00 pm cancel? This
cover received a 9:30 postmark. The cover is addressed to Edward Friedman, “Postmaster/Charlotte, N.C.,” but Friedman
was not the Charlotte postmaster. He is not listed as any North
Carolina postmaster. The reverse of the cover has a Charlotte
General Delivery postmark dated April 2, 1930. The only conclusion that I can give is that some time during the postmarking
of the 286 pounds of mail, the machine was changed. The official records, however, indicate all mail was marked 7:00 pm.
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Clearly, the beginning of airmail to Charlotte impressed many
of the locals enough to encourage them to turn out. What they
did not know at the time was that within two months, Eastern
Air Transport Inc. would begin passenger service to and from
Charlotte. Nor did they know this would provide Charlotte a
giant leap forward in the state and national economy.
Most historians attribute air service as the key factor to Charlotte’s past and future growth. It moved Charlotte from just
another North Carolina city to the largest city in the Southeast.

Yes, today, Charlotte proper is larger than Atlanta and Miami.
The last illustration, Figure 11, is perhaps the best. A first
flight cover posted with the official cachet and the local cachet.
Over top of this illustration is your own copy of a Charlotte
First Flight cover. My survey examples are now in your hands.
Perhaps this will encourage you to explore this avenue of collecting. No other area has as much historical information available. ■

◄ Figures 10. The only surveyed, first
flight cover with a non-7:00 pm postmark. This universal machine cancel
shows a 9:30 pm time. The April 1, 1930,
First Flight cancel was placed over a
5-cents blue Aeronautics Conference
commemorative stamp. The Charlotte
General Delivery postmark on its reverse is dated April 2, 1930.

▲ Figure 11. Charlotte, April 1, 1930, envelope carried on first air mail flight to Charlotte and posted there. Charlotte cachet
in blue was struck on the left side of the envelope, which was paid 5-cents air mail rate with 1928 Beacon air mail stamp.
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Wholly Toledo!
by David H. Plunkett

S

ince I am new to the North Carolina Postal History Society’s journal let me introduce myself. I am from Toledo, Ohio. My collecting interest centers on the postal
history of the Toledo, Ohio, area. I also have a collection of 1949 U.S. postal history. After working at these areas for
over 35 years, material of interest became hard to find. About a
year ago I began looking for another project to research. In line
with my interest in Toledo, I started looking at other Toledos. 		
I was aware that there are currently five operating Toledo post
offices in the United States and of course Toledo, Spain, but
how many others have there been? My research has located 34
Toledo post offices in the United States (with three in North
Carolina), one in Ontario, Canada, one in Spain, three in Brazil,
one in Columbia, and one in the Philippines. In addition to the
five in the United States, still in operation are the three in Brazil,
the one each in Canada, Spain and Columbia.
In Columbus, Ohio, at the 2018 APS StampShow while
searching for Toledo material I was referred to Tony Crumbley for North Carolina material. Tony and I had a discussion
on what material I sought and requested copies of my North
Carolina research. After receiving my information, he thought
my research would be of interest to the members of the North
Carolina Postal History Society. He suggested I put the information in an article for your benefit.
Toledo post offices in North Carolina were located in Rutherford, Transylvania, and Yancey Counties, all in the western area
of the state.

The county had a post office called Chimney Rock from 1843
to 1866, when it was discontinued. Then in 1880 an application
was filed for a new office at the same location. From November
8, 1880, to January 7, 1883, with Mary Logan as postmaster,
there was post office called Toledo at this location (see Figure
1). Available information indicates Toledo may have been the
post office name while the community was Chimney Rock.
The application for the new post office (Figure 2) states the
office will be located at Chimney Rock and named Toledo. The
1886 map in Figure 1 actually shows Toledo in the western part
of Rutherford County west of Grassy Knob and southeast of
Bat Cave. Most other contemporary maps showed only Chimney Rock at the same location.

Rutherford County

▲ Figure 1. Gray’s 1886 Map of North and South Carolina shows Toledo (red underline) while most contemporary maps only showed Chimney Rock.

NCPHS Postal Historian
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Figure 2. ▲
September 22, 1880, application for a new post office in
Rutherford County to be called Toledo, submitted by proposed postmaster, Mary E. Logan.
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The application lists the site of the proposed office to be 2
1/2 miles west of Grassy Knob and 3 1/2 east of Bat Cave on
postal route 13290 from Asheville to Rutherfordton. The contractor for postal route 13290 was named Parkee. Using the location outlined in the application for the post office and a study
of a present day Google map it appears that Toledo’s location
was on the north side of the Broad River, currently Chimney
Rock, about 1/2 mile east of the area where Alt US 74 crosses
the Broad River at the western end of Lake Lure (Figure 3).
On January 8, 1883, the name of the Toledo post office was
changed to Chimney Rock. There are no known examples of
postal markings from the Toledo office; however, there are
postal markings from Chimney Rock both before and after Toledo existed. According to the Record of Appointment of Postmaster
1832 to September 30, 1971, Mary Logan was the only postmaster.

Figure 3. ▲
Most likely location of the Toledo post office on a
modern Google map at western end of Lake Lure.

Transylvania County
On July 19, 1890, Mallie English applied for a post office at
Forest, North Carolina, to be named Toledo. This office was
to be located 3 miles south Puella and 6 miles north of Brevard, 1/6 mile north of the Davidson River across from Avery
Creek. It was anticipated the office would serve approximately
20 people. Puella’s postmaster, Minnie S. Orr, signed the application. Transylvania’s Toledo office operated from October
24, 1890 through August 16, 1894. Mallie English was the first
postmaster, followed by R.J. English from March 3, 1894 to

August 16, 1894. An 1892 Post Route map of North and South
Carolina shows Toledo got its mail six times a week from Puella. A section of the route map mentioned, which shows Toledo
(Transylvania County), can be seen in Figure 4. Mail service was
transferred to Ecusta when Toledo closed.
The Puella post office was renamed Ecusta on August 15,
1893. Figure 5 illustrates a section of the page of postmasters
appointed for Transylvania County in the 1890s. The bottom
line shows the Toledo appointments.
There are no known examples of a postmark from this office.
Yancey County
An operating post office named Toledo in Yancey County existed from March 3, 1905 to February 27, 1954 (see Figure 6).
Alfonso Bailey was the first of seven postmasters at Toledo. In
a January 3, 1905, Location Report, the office was said to be
on postal route 18836 between Burnsville and Green Mountain with expected service to between 100 and 125 people. An
October 16, 1908, report (figure 7) notified the Post Office Department that the office was moving 150 feet to the west. This

▲ Figure 4. 1892 Post Route Map of North and South
Carolina with Toledo underlined in red about five miles
northeast of Brevard.
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Figure 5. ▲
A section of the microfilm records of the Record of Appointments of
Postmasters, 1832- September 30, 1971 for Transylvania County
showing underlined in red the appointments for Toledo.
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◄ Figures 6. Early 1900s map of Yancey County showing the
location of Toledo in this county, about five miles north northeast of
Burnsville. A post office was here from March 1905 until February
1954.

Figure 7. ►
October 16, 1908, to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General updating the locating information of the Toledo, Yancey County post
office. It had moved 150 feet to the west and now was on postal
route 18530.

◄ Figures 8. All the know postmarks
of Toledo were 4-Bar postmarks with
dials approximately 33 mm in diameter. The cover shows use on the last
day of the post office, February 27,
1954, and signed by the last postmaster, Mrs. Monnie B. Johnson.

report also showed the office now was on postal route 18530.
Unlike the first two Toledos, postal markings exist from Toledo, Yancey County. Figure 8 shows scans of four postmarks
from Toledo in Yancey County.

NCPHS Postal Historian

This county, on the Tennessee border, is the most mountainous county in North Carolina with five of the 10 highest peaks
east of the Mississippi River.
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Research tools
Attempting to research the U.S. post office locations proved to be to very difficult for me. Letters and emails to local historical
societies went unanswered and, in one case, the historical society told me there had never been a Toledo in their county. So, I
started digging. With the help of my sister Cathy, who loves to do computer research, we found two links that I feel can be very
helpful to postal history research. Both links lead to digitized files of microfilm records in the National Archives that are very difficult to find.
The first website is “Reports of Site Locations 1837– 1950.” Periodically, postmasters were requested to file detailed reports with
the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, Division of Topography, on the locations of their offices. These reports included:

In addition, the postmaster was supposed to attach a hand drawn map of the post office location. In most cases these maps are
very hard to read.
This website also includes applications for new post offices in a request to the First Assistant Postmaster General. These applications included all of the above plus:

The link to get this information is https://catalog.archives.gov/id/608210. That will take you to the page shown below. You want
to click on the blue box that says “Search within this series.”

▲ Figure 9. National Archives Catalog page, “Report of Site Locations, 1837 - 1950.” Click on the blue box lower right
side labeled “Search within this series.”

Page 12
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After clicking on the “Search within this series” button you should arrive at the page shown in Figure 10. States are in alphabetical
order and there is a range of several counties on each roll. North Carolina starts at the bottom of page 21 if the guide (A) shows
20 results per page. Type “21” in the page indicator (B) and hit return.

▲ Figure 10. Page within “Report of Site Locations, 1837 - 1950” that allows selection of appropriate state and county for the
locating microfilm images. States are in alphabetical order with a range of counties on each one. North Carolina starts at the
bottom of page 21 if 20 results per page has been selected. See red “A,” then select “21” in red “B.”

▲ Figure 11. This page should be on your screen now. Scroll through each microfilm roll until you find the one you want,
then click on the blue title for that roll. It will bring up all the individual images on that film roll. You can enlarge the thumbnail
images to read the data. You can download any image on the film roll.

The page in figure 11 should then be on your screen. From here just scroll through the rolls until you find the one for the county
you are researching.
Not all post offices have records but a large majority do. The pages in each roll are arranged alphabetical by county first then
alphabetical by office name within the county. So if there are 800 pages in the roll you may need to forward to page 600 to find
where the offices in Anson county start. Click on the blue title for the county you want and all the images on that film roll will

NCPHS Postal Historian
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come up as thumbnail images. You can download any image. Figures 2 and 7 are the types of document found in “Reports of Site
Locations 1837– 1950.” Figure 2 is the application for a Toledo post office in Rutherford County and Figure 7 is a similar document for Yancey County. Be careful in these records as the date of the letter is not the date of establishment for the post office.
The second resource also is contained within the depths of the National Archives websites and takes a lot of patience to get to
but the rewards are worth the time. This will lead you to the digitized microfilm records of postmaster appointments.
Go to this link, https://www.archives.gov/digitization/digitized-by-partners, which will be the page shown in Figure 12.
Once here scroll down past the beginning text, until you see the start of a very long listing. Continue scrolling down the listing

▲ Figure 12. “Digitization at the National Archives” page with a very long list of microfilm publications and original records digitized by digitization partners that are available through the National Archives website.

until you find the entry M841, which is the “Record of Appointments of Postmasters, 1831 - September 30, 1971.” (see Figure
13) Watch for the 28 in Record Group column on the right. There are a lot of different files in each record group so don’t go just
by the “28” but it is a helpful guide. (It took me almost four minutes of scrolling so be patient.)
When you click on the Figure 13 you will get the beginning of the films listed for postmaster appointments. (see Figure 14).
There are 277 microfilm rolls giving appointments by county and state, but not necessarily in alphabetical order; so, you will have
to scroll through this listing until you find the county and state you seek.

▲ Figure 13. Microfilm No. M841 “Record of Appointments of Postmasters, 1832 - September 30, 1971” in the listing.

You can try typing your state or county and state into the Advanced Search box in the upper left corner. It should take you to
a page similar to the one in Figure 14 for the area you searched. I have found this search box to be temperamental. Sometimes I
just type in Toledo and get a list of everything. Other times I have needed to type in Yancey County, North Carolina and get it and
sometimes I can only type North Carolina which gets a list of all the counties. You just have to work with it. Also, the search will
only continue for 55 seconds before it times out and gives you an error message and you have to try again. It is probably a load
issue. I have found 10 PM in the evening yields faster results than 4:30 PM.
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▲ Figure 14. Start of the microfilm listing of postmaster appointments. There are 277 rolls of film not necessarily in any order so
you have to scroll through it to find the state and county you seek. The Advanced Search (upper left) may be helpful.

▲ Figure 15. A portion of the appointment book page for Rutherford County, North Carolina. For Toledo
it shows that Mary E. Logan was appointed first postmaster on November 8, 1880, and the name of the
post office was changed to Chimney Rock on June 8, 1883.

Figure 15 is an example of the type of information available. This is the page from the postmaster appointment log for Rutherford County, North Carolina. It shows after “Toledo” that Mary E Logan was appointed the first postmaster on November
8, 1880, and the name of the post office was changed to Chimney Rock on June 8, 1883. As with the site location records, each
microfilm image of the two-page open appointment book can be downloaded.
Thank you for allowing me to provide this information to you. I hope it was informative and will be helpful in your pursuit of
postal history.
I would be very interested if anyone has any additional information on the Toledos of North Carolina. Community information,
pictures, or postmaster biographies are all useful. You can contact me at yellowbrd9@aol.com. ■
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Spring Hill Forge
A Lincoln County Post Office
by George Slaton

T

hose who are unfamiliar with
United States postal history are
often surprised to learn that many
19th century post offices were
not located in government-owned buildings
as they are now. They are even more surprised to learn that
these post offices were often located at homes and plantations,
schools and churches, mills and mercantile stores, and other
sites which were readily accessible to the surrounding community. In an area where the manufacture of iron was prolific and
profitable, post offices were sometimes located in furnaces and
forges.
		 Several years ago, a collector in Germany listed a Confederate
cover on eBay from Spring Hill Forge, an obscure and shortlived post office in eastern Lincoln County, North Carolina. I
spotted the cover and, recognizing its scarcity and desirability,
submitted a respectably generous bid and won the auction.

added to the iron ore during the heating
process to separate out the impurities. The
furnace’s end product comprised solid portions, or “pigs,” of iron.
The operation of the forge involved casting pig iron into useful products. The operator of the forge
“worked” the iron, thus the term “wrought iron.” Useful iron
products of the 19th century included a large variety of
objects, from those of large size such as wagon tires and
stoves, to those of small size, such as crowbars, axheads, skewers, and nails.
		 Lincoln County, formed in 1779, had ample resources for the
establishment of both furnaces and forges as well as for the
extensive production of finished iron products. The eastern
portion of the county was particularly well-suited for the iron
industry because of an abundance of iron ore and limestone
deposits, extensive hardwood timber for charcoal, and creek
systems which afforded the necessary water
power. Figure 1 shows the location of Spring
Hill in the Lincoln County portion of the
1859 Pearce’s New Map - The State of North
Carolina.
In 1788, the North Carolina General
Assembly passed legislation to encourage the
development of iron manufacture in the
state. Four enterprising men in Lincoln
County were granted a three-thousand acre
tract known as the Big Ore Bank, a rich iron
deposit. This tract was paralleled by an extensive belt of dolomitic limestone. Apparently,
though the area’s potential for crop cultivation was poor, there were sizable stands of
▲ Figure 1. Spring Hill is shown on the Lincoln County portion of an 1859 Pearce’s
timber.
One of the grantees, Peter Forney,
New Map - The State of North Carolina, six miles east of Lincolnton, underlined in red.
bought out his three partners. In 1791, Forney
sold shares in the property to Alexander
Recently, I spent a day in Lincoln County, visiting the local Brevard, Joseph Graham, and John Davidson, all prominent
historical society and traveling the back roads in an effort to citizens who had served as officers during the American
document the post office at Spring Hill Forge.
Revolution.
		 I also learned more about the process of 19th century iron 		 Joseph Graham moved his family from Mecklenburg to
manufacture. That process required a furnace and a forge. Lincoln County and built his home, Vesuvius, a spacious dwellSometimes both furnace and forge were located on one site, ing (see Figure 2). Subsequently, he established Spring Hill
but more often they were sited and even owned separately.
Forge on Leeper’s (originally Leiper’s) creek, just over a mile
		 The furnace processed raw iron ore into iron. The furnace’s west of Vesuvius.
operation required three natural resources: iron ore, wood, and 		 Graham operated the Spring Hill Forge, as well as a furnace
limestone. Wood was used to produce charcoal which heats within sight of his home, for about three decades. He found
iron ore to high temperatures in the furnace. Limestone was the regional manufacture of iron extremely profitable. Iron
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virtually served as a kind of direct currency. Joseph Graham’s
son, William A. Graham, recalled that “Nearly every obligation
incurred in connection with (iron manufacture) was made payable in some product of the forge or furnace - so many pounds
for cutting a cord of wood or burning a load of charcoal, hauling wood into the pit, for labor in the works, or in any way
connected therewith, hauling product to market, etc. etc. This
condition of things made iron the basis of agreement between
persons not connected with the iron works in many of their
transactions, as almost any article could be turned into iron by
trading with the proprietors or laborers at the works.”
		 William A. Graham further described how the production of
iron impacted the economy of the entire region. “These works
supplied the country to the west with cooking utensils and all
other iron goods, also to the east as far as Hillsborough and
divided the trade to Fayetteville with the Pennsylvania product
brought by water....teams would haul the goods to different
points, as Salisbury, Hillsborough, Greensboro, Wadesboro,
Camden, Cheraw...where they would deposit them with agents...
who would sell them and account for sales when called upon.
...The western merchant generally came to the works with his
wagons laden with the products of his section, such as cloth,
woolen or flax or tow, leather, hides, dried beef, cheese...which
he exchanged for iron goods. Sometimes these wagons would
have to wait several days for their load, as there would be some
ahead of them and each would be served in turn.”
Joseph Graham transferred his iron manufacturing business
to his son, John, in 1834. In 1842, John transferred Spring Hill
Forge to his son, Charles, who operated the forge until 1848.
		 The iron industry in Lincoln County prospered in the first
decades of the 19th century. This county’s iron-manufacture
was by far the major player in North Carolina, though furnaces
and forges in a few other areas of the state also contributed to
the industry’s success. However, as one historian reports, “The

state’s peak production of 1,800 tons of pig iron in 1830
declined to 400 tons by 1850...” One major factor in the
decline was the burgeoning increase in higher quality and less
expensive iron products from northern states, especially
Pennsylvania.
		 The decline in demand for North Carolina iron products may
have led to Charles Graham’s decision to sell the Spring Hill
Forge in 1848 to Carl Wilhelm Hammarsköld (1807-1860). The
elder Hammarsköld made his son, Carl Jacob Hammarsköld
(1833-1884), the manager and part owner in 1853. Both
Hammarskölds were natives of Sweden.
		 The Iron Manufacturer’s Guide to Furnaces, Forges, and Rolling Mills
of the United States lists this entry in its 1859 edition: “Spring
Hill Bloomary Forge on Leiper’s Creek...owned by C.W. and
C.J. Hammarsköld, Spring Hill P.O., Lincoln County, built
about the beginning of the century and rebuilt in 1853, has 2
fires and 2 hammers, and makes about 100 tons a year of bars,
out of iron-bank ore.”
		 Spring Hill Forge served as a United States post office from
September 4, 1854 until June 10, 1867. Carl J. Hammarsköld,
anglicized to Charles, was appointed the first postmaster. In
1861 Charles enlisted in the Confederate army and quickly rose
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel of the 34th North Carolina
Infantry Regiment. However, the historian, Robert K. Krick,
notes that “After being hit by a spent bullet at Mechanicsville,
he ‘acquired a bad reputation’ for avoiding duty.” Hammarsköld
resigned his commission on July 17, 1862, and, the following
year, returned to Sweden. Parsons Naylor served as postmaster
at Spring Hill Forge from January 7, 1861, apparently until the
post office’s closure in 1867.
		 Three covers mailed from Spring Hill Forge post office
have been discovered. Figure 3 depicts a cover bearing an
1857 red, 3-cents stamp and a manuscript postmark. It was
mailed to “Miss Eliza Killian” at Killian’s Mill (1837-1883), a

▲ Figure 2. Vesuvius, the home of Joseph Graham.
Construction began in 1792 with additions between
1810 and 1820. Graham, a former Revolutionary War
officer, built Spring Hill Forge. He, and his sons, operated the forge until 1848.

Figure 3. ▲
The earliest known cover from Spring Hill Forge bears an 1857
red, 3-cents stamp and was addressed to Killian’s Mill, a nearby
Lincoln County post office north northwest of Spring Hill Forge at
the border to Catawba County.
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Figure 4. ►
This 1854 red, 3-cents Nesbitt & Co. embossed envelope features the abbreviated manuscript postmark
“S.H.Forge” and what is likely a European-style date
designation canceling the indicia. The postmaster, Carl
Hammarsköld, was a recent emigrant from his native
Sweden.

◄ Figure 5. The only known Confederate cover from Spring Hill
Forge post office. This manuscript postmarked cover is franked
with a greenish blue 10-cents CSA 11 stamp dated September
10, 186x and addressed to Cowan’s Ford (Mecklenburg County)
on the Catawba River, which divides Lincoln and Mecklenburg
Counties.

nearby Lincoln County post office north northwest of Spring
Hill Forge at the border to Catawba County.
		 Figure 4 features a cover with a rather unusual manuscript
postmark and cancellation. The cover, an 1854 red, 3-cents
Nesbitt & Co. embossed envelope, is marked with “S. H.
Forge,” an abbreviated version of the post office’s identification. In addition, the numbers “13” over “4” and “61” indicate
the date, April 13, 1861, and are used as a further cancellation.
We strongly suspect that the Swedish Hammarsköld employed
here a European-style date designation. It is noteworthy that
the cover was mailed approximately six weeks before North
Carolina was admitted to the Confederacy. The cover was
addressed to S.C.W. Tate, an attorney in Morganton, Burke
County.
		 The third example (see Figure 5) is the only known
Confederate cover from the post office at Spring Hill Forge.
Cancelled in manuscript, the cover features a greenish blue
10-cents CSA No. 11 stamp dated September 10, [186x]. It is
addressed to Cowan’s Ford, (Mecklenburg County), a post
office located on the Catawba River which divides Lincoln and
Mecklenburg counties.
		 What about the Spring Hill Forge post office’s location? I
never expected to find it. But, given the prior work of local
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historians in Lincoln County, we can pinpoint its location. It
stood within a few yards of where Camp Creek Road (SR
1356) crosses Leeper’s Creek about one mile north of Highway
73 in the eastern portion of the county (see Figure 6). Gaither
Shrum, a knowledgeable local historian, keyed Spring Hill
Forge to this site on his map of furnaces and forges within the
county. And another helpful and well-illustrated resource, Our
Enduring Past: An Architectural History of Lincoln County, authored
by Marvin Brown, contains a photograph of the “GrahamHammarsköld Log Barn,” built in 1832 and located on the
crest of the hill just above the bridge. The barn is pictured in
Figure 7. The forge itself apparently no longer exists, as it is
reported to have been washed away in 1868.
		 It is a satisfying experience for a collector of postal history
to not only find a rare cover from an obscure and long-vanished post office, but to discover the equally obscure location
of the post office as well.
Author’s Note: Thanks to Tina Guffey of the Lincoln County
Historical Association for her generous help in locating materials for this article. ■
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◄ Figure 6. Google satellite map that shows where
Camp Creek Road (SR 1356) crosses Leeper’s
Creek about a mile north of Highway 73. The brownroofed barn pictured in Figure 7 is in the lower center
of this picture just to the east of Camp Creek Road.
This area is about two miles east of the Lincoln
County airport runway.

Figure 7. ►
The Graham-Hammarsköld barn was built in 1832 by
Joseph Graham, the first owner and operator of Spring
Hill Forge. Along with the forge, it was purchased by Carl
Hammarsköld in 1848. The barn stands today on the
crest of the hill overlooking the site, on Leeper’s creek,
of the forge.
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2019 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Confederate and Southern States
Postal History as well as a few
Select Customers for such.

Harry Albert
John Allen
Jim Baird
W. Bryson Bateman
Mary Ann Brown

Carolina Coin &
Stamp, Inc.
Tony L. Crumbley
P.O. Box 681447, Charlotte, NC 28216
704.395.1191
tonycrumbley@bellsouth.net
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Buying and selling Stamps, Covers &
Collections of the World
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D. Wayne Burkette
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David R. Burnett
Patricia Kaufmann
Maurice Bursey
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Alfred Carroccia
Michael Kelly
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Art Keeter
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John Kimbrough
Hugh Clark
Thomas Lera
Cary Cochran
Lawrence L. Lohn
L.T. Cooper
Robert Mayo
Tony Crumbley
Ken Miller
Frank Dale
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Ken Dickert
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Bill DiPoalo
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Roy Elmore
Timothy O’Conner
Patrick Enfinger
Steve Pacetti
Charles Freise
Anders Olason

Pierre Oldham
Jason Pipes
Brad Rauschenberg
David Reedy
Tom Richardson
Steve Roth
William Shulleeta
George Slaton
Bonnie & Jay Smith
Howard J. Sparks
Scott Steward
Gregory Stone
Harvey Tilles
Tomas Tomaszek
Alan Vestal
John Walker
Rich Weiner
Jerry Wells
Kent Wilcox
Douglas Williams
Richard Winter
(51% of membership)

Cary Cochran
Owner

NEW MEMBERS

P.O. Box 163
Locust, North Carolina 28097

None

1.800.560.5310
____________________________
carytj@yahoo.com

NORTH CAROLINA
POSTAL
HISTORIAN
If you’d like to contribute information or articles to the
Fall POSTAL HISTORIAN please submit them by
August 15

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
The following counties and cities are now available at
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com

Alamance through Yancey less Raleigh

(Counties Jackson thru Northampton have been updated)

Have You Given Us Your
E-mail Address?
We would like in the future to be able to send information to members using e-mail, but we lack valid e-mail
addresses for many of our members. Please help by sending
your e-mail address to Harry Albert, the Secretary-Treasurer,
at harry.albert@eeco-net.com or Tony Crumbley at
tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net.
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