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A red dot on your mailing label means we 
have not received your dues.

When we were preparing to produce the last issue 
of  the North Carolina Postal Historian, who 
would have thought that we would experience 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which has altered 

our lives and routines dramatically. Many businesses, institu-
tions and organizations have been forced to adapt to consider-
able restrictions as a result of  this pandemic. The public health 
and economic effects remain to be calculated. Fortunately, the 
only direct way our association has been affected has been a 
short delay in printing the last journal. However, those of  us 
who enjoy collector shows, particularly stamp and coin shows,  
have had to turn to the internet or networking with fellow 
postal historians to continue our interests. In our postal history 
society, we have positioned ourselves to be able to continue 
creating and sending out the North Carolina Postal Historian 
without interruption, allowing us to enjoy our interest in postal 
history. Many of  us have been self-distancing at home and 
perhaps have had time to turn to reading those unread books 
and rediscover old interests or find new ones. 
 As of  this writing, the CHARPEX Show scheduled for late-
July on the campus of  Central Piedmont Community College 
in Charlotte is still planned; however, the presence of  the 
COVID-19 virus in North Carolina continues to grow despite 
the efforts of  the State Government. As a result, there is a 
strong possibility that the Central Piedmont Community 
College will not be able to open their spaces to CHARPEX. A 
final decision is expected to be made by the college soon. If  it   

is cancelled, the membership will be notified by an insert in the 
mailing of  this issue.
 Also, the membership will need to vote on replacements for 
the three members who are rotating off  the Board of  Directors 
this year. Normally, we present the slate for a vote at the 
Annual Meeting of  the North Carolina Postal History Society 
at CHARPEX. If  the Show has to be canceled, which also 
means the Annual Meeting will not occur in late-July, we will 
include a ballot with the journal to be mailed out in early July. 
The candidates for a new three-year term on the Board are 
Richard F. Winter, Stefan T. Jaronski and Timothy McRee. 
 We will keep the Board of  Directors apprised of  events with 
regards to CHARPEX and how we plan to conduct the annual 
Board meeting if  CHARPEX doesn’t occur in July. We are 
discussing some additional resources to be placed on our soci-
ety website. I hope to have an update ready by the next issue. 

Best wishes to all,
Frank Hall
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I began collecting and exhibiting the Virginia Dare stamp 
and its First Day covers in order to better judge First Day 
cover exhibits. In doing so, I’ve come to realize how 
interesting and complex “modern” material can be. The 

idea for this article came up in a discussion with Dick Winter, 
when I showed my 8-frame exhibit at the Garfield-Perry 2020 
stamp show in Cleveland this past March.
 This article begins with the genesis of  the Virginia Dare 
stamp and shows President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s sketch and 
the drawing that was the basis for the central design. It then 
shows a few of  the more than 200 cachet designs (both “of  the 
period” and “add-on”) found in Mellone’s book Planty Photo 
Encyclopedia of  Cacheted First Day Covers, a series of  monographs 
that are the “bible” for first day cover collectors. It is then 
followed by an assortment of  interesting and unusual covers 
showing the various domestic and foreign uses of  this stamp. 
 Sir Walter Raleigh made two attempts to establish the first 
permanent English settlement in North America. His first 
colony was established in 1585 on Roanoke Island in what is 
now Dare County, North Carolina, but quickly failed. A second 
colony led by John White landed there in 1587, and became 

known as the “Lost Colony” due to the unexplained 
disappearance of  its population.
 In 1935, a request was made by North Carolina Senator 
Josiah W. Bailey to commemorate the 350th anniversary of  the 
John White’s 1587 colony. At a pageant in Manteo, North 
Carolina, commemorating that event, President Roosevelt is 
said to have supported the idea of  such a commemorative 
stamp. He planned on attending ceremonies scheduled on 
August 18, 1937, to celebrate the 350th anniversary of  the birth 
of  Virginia Dare, the first child of  English parents born in 
America. In April of  that year, the President had sketched a 
design for that stamp, specifying the shape (square), 
denomination (5¢) and color (baby blue). That sketch is shown 
in Figure 1, courtesy of  the National Postal Museum.
 The central design sketched by the President was replaced by 
a drawing by William A. Roache of  Philadelphia, a photo of  
which is shown in Figure 2. Everything came together in Figure 
3, that final design of  the stamp, with the help of  William K. 
Schrage, who created the accepted border design; Carl T. Art, 
who engraved the picture; and Edward M. Weeks, who did the 
lettering and frame.

The Colony Was Lost but the Stamp Remains

  by Mark S. Schwartz

▲ Figure 1.  Pencil sketch by Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt of his design 
for the Virginia Dare stamp. (Courte-
sy of National Postal Museum)

Figure 2. ▲
Drawing for the stamp’s central design by 
William A. Roache of Philadelphia.

▲ Figure 3.  5¢ gray blue Virginia Dare 
stamp, issued on August 18, 1937, to com-
memorate 350th Anniversary of first child of 
English parents born in America. (enlarged)
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Cacheted First Day Covers

The stamp was issued at Manteo on April 18, 1937. Over 
228,000 Virginia Dare First Day Covers (FDCs) were serviced 
on that day. While the Dorothy Knapp cachet in Figure 4 was 
added in 1941-42, it is one of  the most beautiful cachets 
prepared for this issue.
 Knapp, a teacher in Rhinebeck, New York, was a pioneer in 
hand-painting cacheted FDCs, from the late 1930s until 1953, 
when she decided she needed a steadier job. In the 1980s she  
realized her covers were worth a considerable amount of  
money, and started painting cachets more seriously. Knapp and 
her son serviced new FDCs, but they also obtained uncacheted 
FDCs from earlier times, and she added cachets to them.
 Figure 5 shows an interesting and scarce cachet drawn by 
Bruce McIntyre (1885-1961). He was a commercial 

photographer by profession. A sign painter friend encouraged 
him to make caricatures. This soon carried over into cachets on 
event and First Day Covers. While Bruce McIntyre’s forte was 
the political cachet, there are two other motifs which identify 
his work. The motif  seen here is the use of  a cachet within a 
cachet, where the large cachet is a design of  a hand-drawn 
miniature envelope which itself  is cacheted. Often the hand-
drawn envelope contains the cover’s postage and address. The 
other has been called “poster style”, with bold, graphic 
symmetrical design elements arranged around a central motif, 
and lavished with extravagant formal detail. His first cachet was 
for the Ohio Canalization stamp of  October 19, 1929. His last 
was in October 1940.
 In 1921, the North Carolina Historic Commission produced 
a film about Roanoke Island and the story of  Virginia Dare. 
They used it for years in publicity. Stills from this film were 

◄ Figures 4.  Unique Dorothy Knapp 
hand-drawn, hand-painted cachet, add-
ed on to an original First Day cover later 
in the period 1941-2. Her covers are 
sought after by FDC collectors today.

Figure 5. ►
Bruce McIntyre hand-painted cachet dur-
ing the period 1929-1940. His was fa-
mous among FDC collectors for the motif 
seen here, the use of a cachet within a 
cachet, where the large cachet is a de-
sign of a hand-drawn miniature envelope 
which itself is cacheted.
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used by the staff  of  Postmaster General James Farley to create 
a set of  twelve cachets on Virginia Dare First Day Covers. They 
may have been provided to certain members of  FDR’s official 
party at the ceremonial events at Manteo on August 18, 1937. 
It is believed that 25-50 sets were produced, but fewer than six 
sets are believed to exist today.
 The cover in Figure 6 is from this set. It is titled “Watching 
for the Return of  Gov. John White.” Governor White, 
grandfather of  Virginia Dare, left Roanoke in 1587 to return to 
England for the food necessary for the colony’s survival. When 
he returned in 1590, there was no trace of  the colony.
 Virginia Seath was born April 1920 in Ilion, New York. Her 
father was a postman and her mother a teacher. She started 

drawing as soon as she could hold a pencil. Earl Planty was one 
of  her high school teachers. Her covers were almost always 
done in inks and/or watercolors. She created four different 
hand drawn, hand painted cachets for this issue when she was 
only 17 years old. One is shown in Figure 7.

Examples of  the Virginia Dare stamp used on domestic 
and international mail

 This 5¢ stamp was created for international surface mail, but 
there are a number of  very interesting items, both domestic 
and foreign, on which it was used. 

Figure 6. ►
Cover created by staff of 
Postmaster General James 
Farley for the First Day cer-
emony at Manteo using im-
ages from the 1921 North 
Carolina Historic Commis-
sion film about the Roanoke 
Island story. This is one of 
perhaps 5-6 remaining sets 
of 12 covers.

◄ Figure 7.  Virginia Seath hand-drawn 
and hand-colored cachet in inks and wa-
tercolors; one of four cachets she made 
for this issue when she was only 17 years 
old.
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Domestic Uses

 Figure 8 shows a very unusual domestic use, an envelope 
paid the 6x first-class rate (18¢) with a pair of  the Virginia Dare 
stamp plus 6¢ additional postage, and posted on October 12, 
1937. It was sent from the Archer-Daniels-Midland Company 
in Buffalo, New York to John King at the Boston Grain & 
Flour exchange in Boston, Massachusetts. If  the envelope 
contained only seeds, the company could have taken advantage 
of  a special 3rd-class rate of  1¢ per 2 oz. for planting material. 
And because it is highly unlikely that 5-6 oz. of  seeds could 
have fit into this envelope, it appears that something heavy 
(possibly in addition to seeds) was contained inside.
 Founded in 1902 in Minneapolis as a linseed crushing 
business, Archer-Daniels Linseed Company in 1923 acquired 
Midland Linseed Products Company, and formed the Archer 
Daniels Midland Company. The company eventually included 
milling, processing, specialty food ingredients, and cocoa. The 
Flour and Grain Exchange Building in Boston is a 19th century 
office building designated as a Landmark by the Boston 
Landmarks Commission in 1994. Its original occupant was the 
Boston Chamber of  Commerce.
 The fourth-class book rate is shown on a cover in Figure 9. 
It was sent with a book from Elsie, Michigan, to Selina, 
California, on October 25, 1939. The 8¢ total rate included 
1½¢ per lb. for a book weighing up to 2 lbs. (November 1, 
1938, to July 1, 1942) and 5¢ for up to $5 insurance.

 A domestic special delivery letter sent by air mail is shown in 
Figure 10. Sent on May 18, 1939, from Normal, Illinois, to 
Jackson Heights, New York, the special delivery fee of  10¢ was 
paid by the two Virginia Dare stamps, and the 6¢ air mail rate 
paid by the two 3¢ Iowa Centennial adhesives.
 The domestic cover shown in Figure 11, is a very unusual, 
local letter. It bears a block of  six of  the Virginia Dare adhesive 
plus an additional 10¢ in stamps. The 40¢ rate included 2¢ for 
local mail, a 15¢ registration fee including a $5 indemnity, and 
23¢ for a return receipt showing to whom, when and the 
address delivered. It was sent within Pittsburgh on August 25, 
1938, but was returned to the sender because the addressee had 
moved. 
 The final domestic item I’ll share with you is one of  my 
favorites. Figure 12 on page 8 shows the (undated) mailing side 
for a postal return card that accompanied a shipment of  live 
chicks sent from C. G. Parkin in Shawnee, Oklahoma. Mr. 
Parkin’s wife collected stamps, so he asked the person who 
received the shipment, in the printed instructions to the left, to 
return the card with the stamps on the reverse. The shipment 
of  chicks required special handling. Postage for a 44 lb. package 
sent 300-600 miles was calculated at 10¢ for the first pound 
plus 3.5¢ for each additional pound, totaling $1.61. The postage 
also included a 20¢ stamp for special handling. A block of  four 
Virginia Dare stamps paid part of  the total of  $1.81.

▲ Figure 8.  October 12, 1937 seed envelope paying the sextuple, first class rate from Archer-Daniels-Midland 
Company in Buffalo, New York, to Boston, Massachusetts, with a pair of the Virginia Dare stamp plus 8¢ in ad-
ditional stamps. Since 5-6 oz. of seeds could not have fit into this envelope, it appears that something heavy 
(possibly in addition to seeds) was contained inside.
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◄ Figure 9.  October 25, 1939, cover 
from Elsie, Michigan, to Selma, Califor-
nia, accompanying a book sent at the 
fourth-class book rate, 1½¢ per lb. for 
a book weighing up to 2 lbs. The 8¢ in 
adhesives included 5¢ for up to $5 of in-
surance.

Figure 10. ►
18 May 1939, special delivery, air mail 
letter from Normal, Illinois, to Jackson 
Heights, New York. The special delivery 
fee of 10¢ was paid by the two Virginia 
Dare stamps, and the 6¢ air mail rate 
paid by the two 3¢ Iowa Centennial adhe-
sives.

◄ Figure 11.  August 25, 1938, local 
letter sent registered within Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. The 40¢ postage includ-
ed 2¢ for first class local delivery, a 15¢ 
registration fee including a $5 indemnity, 
and 23¢ for a return receipt showing to 
whom, when and the address to which 
letter delivered. Letter returned to sender 
because addressee had moved.
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Foreign Uses

 As mentioned earlier, the Virginia Dare stamp was intended to 
pay the international surface mail rate. While surface mail 
bearing this stamp is not scarce, there are a few covers to 
unusual destinations I’d like to share. The 5¢ rate this stamp 
was intended to pay was for a letter up to 1 oz. sent to members 
of  the Universal Postal Union from October 1, 1907, to 
November 1, 1953.

 

The cover in Figure 13 was sent from New York City’s Varick 
Street Station to the Royal Post Office in Triesenberg, 
Liechtenstein, on October 15, 1938. A lovely, full corner 
margin copy of  the Virginia Dare adhesive was used showing a 
marginal arrow, indicating its position as the last stamp in the 
top row of  the bottom pane in the sheet. The Principality of  
Liechtenstein is a German-speaking microstate situated in the 

▲ Figure 12.  A return card bearing $1.81 in used postage on the reverse paying for a shipment of live chicks sent with special handling 
service weighing 44 lbs. and going a distance of 300-600 miles from Shawnee, Oklahoma.

◄ Figure 13.  October 15, 1938, enve-
lope from New York City’s Varick Street 
Station to the Royal Post Office in 
Triesenberg, Liechtenstein. A full corner 
margin copy of the Virginia Dare adhe-
sive with marginal arrow was used, indi-
cating its position as the last stamp in the 
top row of the bottom pane in the sheet.
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heart of  the Alps between Switzerland and Austria, Europe’s 
fourth-smallest country an area of  just over 62 square miles.
 Figure 14 shows a censored cover to the American Consul in 
Lagos, Nigeria, in January 1940. As a British colony, Nigeria 
had already entered the war on the side of  the Allies.
 Another unusual destination is shown in Figure 15. This 
letter was franked with a single Virginia Dare stamp and sent 
from New York on October 26, 1937, to Khatmandu, 
Kingdom of  Nepal via Raxaul, India. The addressee, F(rederick) 
M(arshman) Bailey, was a British intelligence officer and one of  
the last protagonists of  what was called “The Great Game” - 

the fight for supremacy between the Russians and the British 
Empire along the Himalayas. Bailey was appointed His Majesty’s 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at 
Kathmandu in February 1935, and held this appointment until 
retiring in 1938.
 Finally, Figure 16 is a letter sent on the First Day of  Use of  
the Virginia Dare stamp to the Soengei Boenoet estate 
northeast of  the city of  Kisaran on the Island of  Sumatra, the 
Netherlands East Indies. The addressee was Wallace E. Cake 
of  the U. S. Rubber Plantations, a Director of  the company. 
Cake was taken prisoner by the Japanese when the Island fell to 

Figure 14. ►
January 23, 1940, envelope from Brooklyn, New 
York, to the American Consul in Lagos, Nigeria, a 
British colony that had entered WWII on the side of 
the Allies. The Nigerian civilian censor marking No. 
12 in magenta indicated that the letter had been 
opened by colonial censors in Lagos.

◄ Figure 15.  October 26, 1937, envelope from 
New York City Station G2 by surface mail to His 
Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Khatmandu, Kingdom of 
Nepal, via Raxaul, India.

Figure 16. ►
August 18, 1937, First Day of Use of the 
Virginia Dare stamp sent to the Soengei 
Boenoet estate northeast of the city of 
Kisaran on the Island of Sumatra in the 
Netherlands East Indies. Wallace Cake 
of the U.S. Rubber Plantations, the 
addressee, was taken prisoner by the 
Japanese and returned after three years’ 
internment in November 1945.
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the Japanese in March 1942 and returned after three years’ 
internment in November 1945.
 Foreign letters sent Air Mail and/or with special services, like 
special delivery or registration, include more interesting rates. 
The letter in Figure 17 was sent airmail and special delivery on 
October 26, 1938, from Veterans Home, California, to Mexico 

City. The 40¢ rate (20¢ for a ½-1 oz. air mail letter and 20¢ for 
Special Delivery) was made up by a block of  6 of  the Virginia 
Dare stamp and a 10¢ John Tyler “Prexie.”
 Shown in Figure 18 is a registered letter, return receipt 
requested, sent from the Prague Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska, to 
Prague, Czechoslovakia. The 25¢ rate included 5¢ per oz. 

Figure 17. ►
October 26, 1938, cover sent air mail (20¢ for 
½-1 oz.) and special delivery (20¢) from 
Veterans Home, California, to Mexico City. 
Payment consisted of a block of 6 Virginia 
Dare stamps and a 10¢ John Tyler “Prexie.”

◄ Figure 18.  Registered letter, return 
receipt requested, sent from the Prague 
Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska, to Prague, 
Czechoslovakia. The 25¢ rate included 
5¢ International surface, 15¢ foreign reg-
istration fee and 5¢ for return receipt.

Figure 19. ►
December 31, 1937, air-
mail letter from Reedley, 
California intended for Fiji 
via Hawaii. It was paid 85¢ 
postage, 70¢ for FAM 14 
service to Hawaii, and then 
on to Samoa by the 
Samoan Clipper, and a 15¢ 
registered mail fee. Letter 
returned to sender as first 
flight to New Zealand from 
Hawaii postponed because 
of loss of Samoan Clipper.
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international surface rate (effective April 1, 1879), a 15¢ foreign 
registry fee (December 1, 1925 to February 1, 1945) and 5¢ for 
a return receipt (July 9, 1934 to November 1, 1953).
 The colorful letter in Figure 19 was sent from Reedley, 
California, on December 31, 1937, and intended to travel via 
Hawaii and Auckland, New Zealand to Suva in the Fiji Islands. 
The 85¢ rate included 70¢ for FAM 14 service to Hawaii, and 
then on to Samoa / N. Z. via the Samoan Clipper. The letter 
was also sent Registered Mail at an additional 15¢ fee. The 
Samoan Clipper was one of  ten Pan American Airways 
Sikorsky S-42 flying boats. It exploded near Pago Pago, 
American Samoa, on January 11, 1938, while piloted by famous 
aviator Ed Musick, who died in the crash with his crew of  six. 
The aircraft was carrying only airmail and express freight; no 
passengers were aboard. Likely because of  the loss of  the 
aircraft and crew, there was no authorized first flight from 
Hawaii to Fiji, and the letter was returned to the sender.
 The final item in this foreign use section is shown in Figure 
20. It is a large portion of  the wrapper on a 14 oz. parcel post 
package sent from Dr. Norman D. Thetford in Brooklyn, New 
York, to David A. Young, the postmaster at Pitcairn Island. 
The date is not decipherable, but the rate of  14¢ per pound was 
in effect from 1929 to 1953. The circular markings on the letter 
indicate it went through New Zealand. Norman D. Thetford 

(1914-2008) was a physician and surgeon. He served as a US 
Public Health Service quarantine officer, in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.
 In conclusion, the Virginia Dare stamp of  1937 is an 
especially lovely stamp, in both size and color. Collecting it has 
given me an appreciation for “modern” material and the 
complexity of  the domestic and foreign rate structure during 
this period. It has also made me a much better judge of  First 
Day Cover exhibits. ■
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▲ Figure 20.  Part of wrapper of 14 oz. parcel post package sent surface mail to the 
Pitcairn Islands from Brooklyn, New York. 14¢ per pound rate was in effect from 1929 to 
1953. The circular markings on the wrapper indicate it went through New Zealand. 
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Long time North Carolina Postal History Society 
member, Throup Brown passed away on April 8, 
2020. Throop was known by many of  our members 
and most Carolina collectors. He actively participated 

in local stamp club activities in Greensboro, providing many 

interesting talks, and helped anyone who had questions or 
wished to learn more. This recent picture by Hillary Griffin is 
typical of  the friendly smile he had for family and friends.
 Throop began collecting stamps at the age of  12. He enjoyed 
many years as a Boy Scout, achieving Eagle Scout and served 
also as a Scout Master. He graduated from Dartmouth College 
in 1964, where he studied history.
 In 1970, he decided to pursue his life-long interest in stamps 
as a career and became a full-time philatelist. He started as an 
auction describer and appraiser, moved on to catalogue editor 
and auction manager. In 1992, he launched his own company, 
Connexus Stamp Auctions. With the death of  his second wife 
he relocated the company to the mountains of  North Carolina 

in Tryon (Polk County). He moved in 1999 to work with Jay 
Smith & Associates in Snow Camp, Alamance County.
   Troop’s professional society memberships included the 
American  Philatelic Society as a Dealer Life Member, 
American Stamp Dealer’s Association, The American Revenue 
Association, and the North Carolina Postal History Society.
   Throop is survived by his wife of  17 years, Karen Sheaffer; 
his daughter, Dr. Sandra Brown; step-son David Sheaffer and 
his wife, as well as two granddaughters.
 Pictured in his office at Jay Smith & Associates (photo by 
Brad Rauschenberg), Throop was quoted as saying “The faster 

I go, the behinder I get.” He liked to tell visitors that when he 
joined Jay Smith 20 years ago it was his job to get all the 
purchased material organized, broken down, described, etc.  He 
would then point at all the huge piles of  collections filling the 
building and say (with a smile) that the current situation 
indicates that he “failed at his job.” 
   Throop will be missed by many!

Throop Crane Brown, Jr.
1942-2020

  by Tony L. Crumbley

Your E-mail Address is More Important Than You Think
Because of  the printing delay of  our last journal, caused by the current COVID-19 pandemic, we decided to 

send an electronic version of  our journal to all members, not knowing when the hard copy version might be 
printed. While we were able to reach the majority of  our members by e-mail, we did not have a valid e-mail address-
es for some of  our members. To avoid missing a journal issue, should we have a similar problem in the future, please 
make sure that we have a valid e-mail address for you. Send your e-mail address to Harry Albert, the Secretary-
Treasurer at harry.albert@eeco-net.com or Tony Crumbley at tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net.
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Mailed Ballot in the 1863 North Carolina
Congressional Election

  by Stefan T. Jaronski, Ph.D.

In 1863 the Confederate States Congress held reelections 
throughout the South. These elections were processed 
over six months – May to November 1863. While in most 
locales under Confederate control direct voting was con-

ducted, there were large areas of  the South under federal con-
trol and large numbers of  refugees displaced from their home 
states. All these ballots needed to be counted. In addition, large 
numbers of  men were in the Confederate Army, far from their 
home states. Voting by mail was therefore essential. In Virginia, 
Georgia and South Carolina all voters could mail in their bal-
lots. Confederate troops, too, wherever they were located, 
could also vote by mail. These elections were for the Second 
Congress, which met at the Virginia State Capital in Richmond, 
Virginia, from May 2, 1864, through March 18, 1865.
 Illustrated here in Figures 1 and 2 are just such a ballot and 
its envelope. The enclosure (Figure 1) represents the votes 
from members of  Company D, 42nd North Carolina Infantry, 
for a representative of  the of  the Eighth Congressional 
District of  North Carolina. The ballot is dated “Oct 29th 
1863.” Twenty-three soldiers voted for James G. Ramsey, and 
one voted for William Lander. Note that the vote was not 
secret but rather recorded openly by three others in Company 
D – H. L. Gill, E. Rusher, and J. C. Siceloff, who certified the 
vote as correct on the reverse of  this sheet. Of  the three sol-
diers certifying the ballot, Gill was the Third Lieutenant, 
Siceloff, the First Sergeant, and Rusher a lowly Private. (Gill 
and Siceloff  survived the war; Rusher died of  wounds and leg 
amputations in August 1864.)

▲ Figures 1 and 2.  Election ballot from Company D, 42nd North Carolina Infantry, for the representative of the 
Eighth Congressional District of North Carolina and the envelope that enclosed the ballot. Postage is paid by a 
10¢ engraved general issue (CSA No.12), which is postmarked Wilmington, Nov[ember] 5 [1863].
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 The 8¼ by 3¾ inch envelope is postmarked with the 
Wilmington 5 Paid circular handstamp, dated NOV 5 [1863], 
and is addressed to the Sheriff  of  Rowan County, the seat of  
which was Salisbury (Figure 2). This postmarking device 
(NCPHS Wilmington Type 10c), containing the logo “5 Paid,” 
was used from 1861 into mid-1864. While it had been initially 
used as a handstamped paid device to denote both postmarking 
and postage collected, once the Confederate Post Office 
Department was issuing stamps, the device was simply used to 
cancel the stamps, in this case the 10¢ engraved general issue 
of  1863, CSA No. 11. 
 Note also that the ballot was not an official form but rather 
a sheet of  lined paper, possibly drawn from the regiment’s 
quartermaster or some other office. On a separate small scrap 

of  paper included in the mailing was a totaling of  the votes. 
Very formal indeed! It would seem that each company voted 
separately and the men from each county voted separately, even 
though there were multiple counties in each district. Figure 3, a 
clip from the Raleigh Weekly Standard of  November 4, 1863,  
showed that, indeed, balloting was by company.
 While I could not find any relevant issues of  newspapers 
published in the counties of  District 8, on the 30th of  October, 
The Wilmington Journal published a listing of  military votes from 
some of  the area troops (Figure 4). Note that at Fort Caswell 
the Post Adjutant had the duty of  collecting all the military 
ballots.
 I am curious about why not all of  the Company D residents 
of  Rowan County actually voted. Based on an analysis of  the 

Figure 3. ►
Indication that mail balloting was generally conducted by com-
pany is this summary of voting from North Carolina units in 
the Army of Northern Virginia, published in the Raleigh N.C. 
Weekly Standard on November 4, 1863. (Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress, https://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)

◄ Figures 4.  Clipping from the October 30, 1863, issue of 
The Wilmington Journal, describing the army vote tally in the 
congressional election of 1863. (Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers, Library of Congress, https://chroniclin-
gamerica.loc.gov)
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company’s roster, there were 30 men from Rowan County at 
the time of  this ballot. Only 24 voted. A comment in The 
Wilmington Journal of  November 11, 1863, indicated there was a 
very low voter turnout in general (Figure 5).
 The mailed ballot was addressed to the Sheriff  of  Rowan 
County, in Salisbury. The sheriffs in each county collected the 
mailed ballots, and seemed to have been in charge of  tabulating 
the election results (Figure 6). The official day for balloting of  
soldiers was October 29, according to an announcement in the 
October 21, 1863, issue of  the Hillsborough Recorder (1). The 
general election in each county was to be held beginning 
November 4th.
 The 42nd North Carolina at this point of  time was encamp-
ed at Camp Whiting near Wilmington. This was a large 

Confederate encampment located near Green’s Millpond, close 
to today’s 18th and Market, just two miles east of  downtown 
Wilmington. The camp was operational beginning in the fall of  
1863. Mail was most probably shuttled to and from the 
Wilmington post office by a company or regimental mail 
orderly. October 29th was a Thursday, yet the ballot was not 
postmarked until 7 days later. Why such a delay? Was the mail 
orderly schedule so infrequent? (Unlikely, given the importance 
of  mail to the troops.) Did it take a few days for someone to 
ante up the postage, 10 cents? Who actually paid for the post-
age? The unit or one of  the officers? These questions will have 
to remain unanswered.
 Who were the candidates? The favorite of  these soldiers, 
James G. Ramsay (Figure 7), a medical doctor in Rowan 

◄ Figures 5.  Another clipping from of The Wilmington Journal, 
November 11, 1863, giving preliminary results of the local elec-
tion and commenting on the low voter turnout. It also provided 
the election results from Latham’s Battery, which was with the 
Army of Northern Virginia. The “Nov. 5, 1863” date was a typo-
graphical error. (Chronicling America: Historic American News-
papers, Library of Congress, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)

Figure 6. ►
Processing of ballots was the responsibility of the sheriff, as detailed in this 
excerpt from the Raleigh Weekly Standard of November 11, 1863. (Chroni-
cling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress, https://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)

◄ Figures 7.  Dr. James W. Ramsay, prominent physician of Rowan 
County, ran against the incumbent, William Lander, for the Confederate 
House of Representatives in the 1863 election. (Picture from Cyclopedia 
of Eminent and Representative Men of the Carolinas of the Nineteenth 
Century. Madison, WI: Brant & Fuller, 1892)
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County, was politically active in his district. Before the war, 
Ramsay campaigned vigorously and faithfully for the Whig 
party and its candidates. In 1860 he supported the Bell-Everett 
ticket and was an ardent peace advocate until Lincoln’s call for 
volunteers in April 1861. In 1863 Ramsay ran against the 
incumbent Lander for the Confederate House of  
Representatives. In his campaign he attacked Lander’s strong 
support of  President Davis’ administration and, if  elected, he 
promised to work for an honorable peace. He had the strong 
endorsement of  the Raleigh Standard, and defeated Lander 
decisively. (2)
 The loser in Company D, and in the 8th district as a whole, 
was William Lander, the incumbent. In 1861, Lander cast his 
vote for secession. Elected without opposition to serve in the 
First Confederate Congress (1862 to 1864), he represented the 
8th Congressional District. Lander spoke in support of  a state’s 
right to secede from the Union and supported the Conscription 
Act, which was quite controversial. In 1862, as Lander 
announced his candidacy for reelection, he said “I desire peace 
as ardently as anyone and shall use every honorable means to 
secure it, yet I will consent to no adjustment which does not 
bring with it the independence of  the Confederate States, their 
total separation from the United States and all the blessings of  
liberty to which we are entitled by inheritance.” He was consid-
ered a member of  the “peace” element of  the party and was 
one of  seven of  the State’s ten congressmen who did not win 
reelection. (3)
 Ramsay won the election (Figure 8). He became a member 
of  the Medical Department and Naval Affairs Committees. He 
voted so consistently for state and individual rights over the 
needs of  the Confederacy and its war effort that his loyalty was 
suspect. He opposed higher taxes, extending conscription or 
limiting exemptions from military service, suspending the writ 
of  habeas corpus, the impressment of  farm produce for army 
use, and all other major administration measures. As the war 
progressed in 1864, he worked consistently to force President 
Davis to seek peace terms from the United States. Ironically, by 
April 1865 he favored a state convention to return North 
Carolina to the Union.
 The Confederate States Congress had delegations from 13 
states, territories and Indian tribes. The state delegation appor-
tionment was specified in the Confederate Constitution using 
the same population basis for the free population and a three-
fifths rule for slaves as had been used in the U.S. Constitution. 
There was to be one representative for every ninety thousand 
of  the apportionment population, with any remaining fraction 
justifying an additional Congressman. There were no political 
parties as there are today, although the conduct of  the war was 
a major dividing issue. North Carolina was at the time divided 
into ten congressional districts. The 8th District, subject of  the 

ballot in this article, included Cabarrus, Catawba, Cleveland, 
Gaston, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan and Union Counties.
 In these elections the Davis Administration and the conduct 
of  the war were the main issues. The policies of  the 
Confederate Government had become even greater than 
before to meet the growing needs of  conducting the war, 
demands which affected every citizen. Objections did not mean 
an abandonment of  the Confederacy, but rather that a war 
weariness had fomented dissension in the public discussion. 
Generally candidates running on an anti-administration plat-
form focused on one or two particularly unpopular issues in 
their local districts, without offering any alternative, although 
all appealed to states’ rights, and most made direct appeals to 
the soldier vote with promises of  pay increases or better 
rations, tobacco allotments and homesteads in the territories. 
Peace proponents sought independence but wanted negotia-
tions to begin before the end of  hostilities. They were impor-
tant in half  the districts of  North Carolina, Georgia and 
Alabama. The election did not result in a no-confidence major-
ity against the administration. Former Democrats still outnum-
bered former Whigs 55 to 45 percent. The delegations from 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were most antag-
onistic to the Davis Administration, and Alabama, Florida and 
Texas were only slightly less so. The Missouri, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee delegations were largely elected by soldier vote, and 
so were solidly pro-administration. (4)
 The army vote by mail was very important, because most 
men (the voters) were away in the army. In Orange County 454 
of  1380 voters (33%) were in the army, sending in their votes 
by mail ballot (5). ■
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North Carolina first considered secession on 28 
February 1861, but it was rejected by 50.3%. By 
the time of  the second vote in the spring of  1861, 
Lincoln had called for troops to put down the 

rebellion, and Virginia’s secession had isolated North Carolina. 
In this second vote on 20 May 1861 the ordinance passed and 
North Carolina seceded from the Union. 
 The seceding states, and later the Confederate government, 
continued to use the United States postal system in the spring 
of  1861 as they had nothing with which to replace it. By unspo-
ken prearrangement both sides determined to formally sepa-
rate after 31 May 1861. On the first of  June the United States 
ceased allowing the Confederate states to use the Federal 
postal system and began to demonetize most existing U.S. 
postal material because of  the substantial stocks in the seceded 
states. At the same time the Confederate States of  America 
started their own postal system. 
 North Carolina seceded on 20 May and was admitted into 
the Confederacy on 27 May 1861. Thus North Carolina had 
seven days as an Independent state and five days as a member 
of  the Confederacy before 1 June 1861. During these twelve 
days North Carolina was able to use the Federal postal system 
while not a member of  the United States. This was the shortest 
period for any of  the seceding states.
 By the latest count (March 2020) there are 43 recorded cov-
ers from this period in North Carolina’s postal history. Some 
of  these covers are known to and from four different delegates 
to the North Carolina Secession Convention in Raleigh during 
the period from 20 May to 31 May 1861. I will show a few of  
the covers and describe the delegates involved.
 Of  the 43 covers, eight are recorded to or from William 
Pettigrew! - William Shepard Pettigrew (1818-1900) was a law-
yer and planter. He inherited two plantations; “Belgrade” 
(1837) in Washington county and “Magnolia” (1848) in 
adjacent Tyrrell county) with about 80 slaves total.
 Instead of  hiring white overseers, Pettigrew appointed 
the best of  his slaves, Moses and Henry, to this job. Because 

his health was poor during much of  the 1850s, he spent most 
of  his summers at White Sulphur Springs, Virginia, and left all 
of  the plantation management to these men. They ran the 
plantations very well for 12 years. When he was away from 
home, they corresponded frequently using a literate neighbor, 
Malachi White, to read Pettigrew’s letters to them. White would 
then write and mail back their replies and updates. 
 The eight covers were written to and from him in Raleigh, 
where he was the Washington County delegate to the North 
Carolina Secession Convention. Pettigrew was a former Whig 
who opposed secession but felt that he had no choice other 
than to vote for secession after Lincoln issued the call for 
troops to put down the rebellion. When Federal forces occu-
pied the Scuppernong area in 1863, Pettigrew moved to 
Edgecombe County where he became a member of  the 
“Senior Reserves,” the Edgecombe County Home Guard. 
After the war he returned to his plantations and tried various 
tenant arrangements, all of  which proved unsuccessful primar-
ily due to the depressed economy. He eventually lost the planta-
tions to taxes. He was ordained an Episcopal Priest in 1870 and 
thereafter served the Middleburg, Ridgeway and Williamsboro 
parishes until his death. 
 Table 1 at the end of  the article is a census of  the 43 covers 
used from 20 May through 31 May 1861, in North Carolina. 
Provided also are the dates of  each cover, the mailing post 
office, addressee, postmark type (NCPHS catalog), postmark 
color, and the Scott Catalog number if  a stamp or stamped 
envelope was used.
 Covers number 3,4,15,16,24,28,31, and 42 were sent from or 
to William Shepard Pettigrew. Cover number 4 (Figure 1) was 
written by Malachi White on May 18th and mailed to delegate 
Pettigrew from Scuppernong (Washington County) on May 20, 
1861, the day the Convention voted to North Carolina secede 

Independent State and Confederate use of U.S. Postage 
by Delegates to North Carolina’s Secession Convention 

  by Ken Miller

Figure 1. ►
May 20, 1861, “star die” envelope from Scuppernong 
(Washington County) to William S. Pettigrew in Raleigh, 
a delegate to the North Carolina Secession Convention. 
On the same day the delegates agreed to secede from 
the Union. Malachi White wrote the letter two days earlier, 
assisting Pettrgrew’s two slaves who ran the plantation.
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from the Union. An 1860, 3-cent red stamped envelope (“star 
die”) was used. Note that the address written was “Rolly” 
instead of  Raleigh.
 James Hervey Greenlee (1811-1902) was a planter and 
Presbyterian Evangelical. In the 1850 census he reported 26 
slaves and $16,000 in real property. By the late 1840s, Greenlee 
had begun preparing for the eventual liberation of  his slaves, 
and was training them for their possible repatriation to Africa; 
a Presbyterian-organized effort which supported the coloniza-
tion of  Liberia.
 Cover number 29 (Figure 2) was sent from Turkey Cove 
(McDowell County) on May 29, 1861, to Greenlee in Raleigh, 
where he was the delegate to the North Carolina Secession 
Convention from McDowell County. It was paid 3 cents United 
States inland postage. Destructive vermin have mostly destroyed 
the Turkey Cove manuscript postmark. Greenlee was an ardent 
secessionist. The letter was sent by his son John M. Greenlee 
from their home “Mountain Retreat” in Turkey Cove. In his 
letter John mentioned the formation of  two Militia Companies 
on the Saturday following the Secession vote. Turkey Cove is 
about nine miles north of  Marion at the junction of  State roads 
226 and 226A.
 John Wilson Cunningham (1820-1889) from Person county 
was a UNC graduate, planter, merchant and Democratic legis-
lator; Presiding Justice of  the Person county Court, member of  
the House of  Commons and later a Senator. In the economic 
conflicts between the eastern counties and the western coun-
ties that characterized the antebellum era he represented the 
eastern part of  the state and typically opposed any state funded 

improvements for the western counties. He was in Raleigh as 
the Delegate to the North Carolina Secession Convention from 
Person county and voted for secession, based on the “age old 
Right of  Revolution.”
 Covers number 9 and 34 were sent from or to John W. 
Cunningham. Figure 3 depicts cover number 34 from 
Wentworth (Rockingham County) to Cunningham at Raleigh 
on 30 May 1861. A “star die” envelope was allowed and used.
 Rufus Lenoir Patterson (1830-1879) was a lawyer, Democratic 
politician and businessman from Salem and Patterson. At this 
time, he was in the process of  selling his successful flour, cot-
ton and paper mills in Salem. A wealthy and educated man, he 
then returned to Patterson to run his father’s cotton mill until 
it was burned during Stoneman’s 1865 raid. He was the great-
grandson of  the Revolutionary War hero William Lenoir. His  
father, Samuel F. Patterson (1799-1874) had been the North 
Carolina State Treasurer. After the war Rufus Patterson 
returned to Salem and ran several cotton and paper mills, a 
general merchandise store, and invested heavily in the 
Northwestern and Western North Carolina railroads. He was in 
Raleigh as one of  the three Delegates to the North Carolina 
Secession Convention from Forsyth county. Though disillu-
sioned by the direction that the Democratic Party was taking he 
voted for Secession. 
 Covers number 39 and 40 were sent from or to Rufus  
Patterson. Figure 4 depicts cover number 40, sent to his father, 
General Samuel Finley Patterson in Patterson (Caldwell 
County), from Raleigh on the last day allowed to use Federal 
mail, May 31, 1861, paid with an 1857, 3-cent dull red stamp. ■

Figure 2. ►
May 29, 1861, stampless cover from Turkey Cove to James 
Hervey Greenlee in Raleigh, paid 3 cents.

Figure 4. ►
May 31, 1861, letter sent by Rufus Patterson to his father 
Gen. S.L. Patterson, paid with 3¢ dull red, U.S. stamp.

Figure 3. ▲
May 30, 1861, 3-cent “star die” stamped envelope sent from 
Wentworth to John W, Cunningham in Raleigh.
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Day Month Post Office Addressee PM Type PM Color Scott #
1 20 May Salisbury Gen. S. F. Patterson, Patterson P.O., Caldewll Co 2 Black U27
2 20 May Morehead City Mr Thomas Webb Hillsboro Manuscript Black U27
3 20 May Scuppernong William S. Pettigrew, Raleigh 1 Red U9
4 20 May Scuppernong William S Pettigrew, Rolly 1 Red U27
5 20 May Raleigh Messrs. Carroll Hoy & Co New Orleans La 12 Blue 26
6 21 May Magnolia Mrs C Murcheron, Manchester 2 Black
7 21 May Newbern Mrs B L Hedrick No 15 New York forwarded Washington 

Pat. Office
3 Blue 26

8 21 May Happy Home Wm. Abernathy, Lenoir Manuscript Black U26
9 22 May Hillsboro John W Cunningham, Raleigh 4 Blue U26

10 22 May Pittsboro Miss Mary. E. Whitehead, Scotland. Neck, Halifax, Co 2 Black U9
11 22 May Raleigh Miss M. Lou Abernathy, Lenoir 12 Blue 26
12 22 May Germanton Clerk of the County Court, of Forsyth County, Winston 

PO
2 Blue 26

13 22 May Wilmington Messrs. Schaler & Deeves Norristown, PA 12 Black U27
14 23 May Jefferson Richard G Bounie, Independence, Grayson Co, Va Manuscript U26
15 23 May Raleigh Miss Annie B.S. Pettigrew, Scuppernong 12 Blue U9
16 23 May Raleigh Mrs R B Jamison, Charlotte 12 Blue
17 24 May Scuppernong Mr William Pettigrew,  Rolly (Raleigh) 1 Black U27
18 25 May Lawsonville Wm. T. Law Esq, Danville, Va Manuscript Black
19 25 May Wilmington D S Stetson & Co, Phila 10a Black U27
20 26 May Wilmington Dr J L Bosh ? 10 Black 26
21 27 May Clinton V.A. McKethem, Fayetteville 1 Black U27
22 27 May Hamptonville John Jarret Esq, Huntsville Manuscript Black 26
23 27 May Shelby John Brown, Liberty Hill, S.C. 2 Black U26
24 27 May Scuppernong William S. Pettigrew, Raleigh 1 Black U27
25 28 May Kinston M.M. Marshall, Pittsboro 3 Black 26
26 28 May Gold Hill C. T. Bernhardt, Trinity College 1 Black
27 28 May Beaufort James M Mobly Esq, Hamilton, Harris County, Georgia 4 Black U26
28 28 May Trinity College William S. Pettigrew, Scuppernong 1 Black 26
29 29 May Turkey Cove James H Greenlee, Raleigh Manuscript
30 29 May Summerville A A McKethan, Fayetteville 1 Black U12
31 29 May Plymouth Wil. S Pettigrew 3 Black 26
32 30 May Wilmington Messrs J M  & W Roper, Abbots Creek, Davidson Co 12 Black
33 30 May Salem J. M. Raper, P. M Abbotts Creek 2b Black U10
34 30 May Wentworth Hon Jno W. Cunningham, Raleigh 1 Black
35 30 May Morgantown J L Warlick, Richmond, Va 2 Black 26
36 31 May Jerusalem Miss Bettie Holderly, Pastoria, Aks Manuscript U26
37 31 May Enola Charles  Raynor, No. 434 North 8th St, Philadelphia, P.A. Manuscript Black U27
38 31 May Plymouth Edward Wood, Edenton 3 Red 26
39 31 May Salem R.L. Patterson, Raleigh 2b Black U27
40 31 May Raleigh Gen. S. F. Patterson, Patterson, Caldwell Co. 12 Blue 26
41 31 May Franklin Rev. J. Rumple, Sailsbury 3 Black 26
42 31 May Scuppernong William S Pettigrew, Raleigh 1 Red U27
43 31 May Raleigh Mrs. Elizabeth Love, Shelby 12 Blue 26

Table 1.  Census of Recorded North Carolina Covers Posted During Independent State
and Confederate Period when U.S. Postal System Sill Used
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NEW MEMBERS
Judy Woodburn - Durham

Harry Albert
John Allen

W. Bryson Bateman
Ralph Baumgardner

D. Wayne Burkette
David F Burnette
Maurice Bursey
Alfred Carroccia

Christopher Chamberlin
Hugh Clark

Cary Cochran
L.T. Cooper

Tony Crumbley
Frank Dale
Ken Dickert
Bill DiPoalo
Roy Elmore

Patrick Enfinger
Joseph Farkas
Charles Freise

Pascual Goicoechea
Todd Hause

Sam Hudson
Steve Jackson
Jimmy Jordan

Patricia Kaufmann
Art Keeter

Rodney Kelley
Michael Kelly

John Kimbrough
Thomas Lera
Jim P. Lilley
Robert Mayo
Ken Miller

Boyd Morgan
Vernon Morris

Richard Murphy
Timothy O’Conner

Anders Olason
Pierre Oldham

Mark Pace
Steve Pacetti

Phil Perkinson

Peter Powell
Brad Rauschenberg

David Reedy
Tom Richardson 

Steve Roth
Gene Setwyn

William Shulleeta
George Slaton

 Bonnie & Jay Smith
Howard J. Sparks

Scott Steward
Larry Stoddard
Gregory Stone

Steve Swain
Harvey Tilles
Alan Vestal
John Walker
Rich Weiner

Douglas Williams
Richard Winter
Judy Woodburn

2019 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

(56% of  membership)

Have You Given Us Your   
    E-mail Address?

We would like in the future to be able to send infor-
mation to members using e-mail, but we lack valid e-mail 
addresses for many of  our members. Please help by sending 
your e-mail address to Harry Albert, the Secretary-Treasurer, 

at harry.albert@eeco-net.com or Tony Crumbley at
tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net.

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
The following counties and cities are now available at

http://www.ncpostalhistory.com 
All Counties and Five Large Cities
(Alamance thru Camden County brought up to date)


