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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

y the time you read this, the holiday season will have
mostly passed. I hope your time with family and
friends has been enjoyable. I send my best wishes
that the New Year of 2012 will be a healthy and

joyful one for you.
This begins our 30th year
society is financially healthy,

as a postal history society. The
although not “rich.” Each year
more members contribute to the information we provide our
members in our journal. Societies succeed because the members
participate. I hope the interest in participating continues and
even grows as time progresses. I envision there will be more
exciting rewards for society membership in the coming year.
Although progress has been slow, we will soon have our web
site, one I hope the members will enjoy. As we gain experience
in maintaining the site and get feedback from our members, 1
believe it will grow in its usefulness just as the society is
growing. 1 envision a number of additional features over the
initial site layout as time goes on.

About two thirds of our members have paid their dues for
2012 now, with many contributing a little extra as sustaining
members. The early and generous response is very encouraging.
Please remember to pay your dues, if you have not already
done so. The dues remain at $15 for the year and include four
issues of our award-winning journal, the North Carolina Postal
Historian. Make your payments to Bill DiPaolo, our Secretary-
Treasurer, whose mailing address appears on this page.
Donations above the regular membership amount of $15 are
deductible and will be very helpful to our small society.

So far just under 40 percent of those who have paid their
dues have responded positively to a digital edition of our
journal. We will let you know how we plan to proceed with this
innovation after we hear from all our members.

The status box of the North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update

on page 20 shows two new counties have been added, Iredell
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and Jackson. I have decided that it is time to bring some of the
first counties that were created fully up to date instead of wait-
ing until all the counties are completed, which will be several
years away. So, from now on, as each new county is added, one
of the original counties will be updated. Because there are so
many changes and additions to be made to the eatly counties,
a great number of pages for each will have to be re-made. Fifty
counties and one major city are now available online. When our
new web site is activated it will be very easy to access the Nor#h
Carolina Postmark Catalog Update from our own site under a sec-
tion called “Projects”” Remember, if you want to know if a
county has been changed, check the date in parenthesis after
the name of the county in the on-line listing. It will tell you the
most recent file posted. To date 2,675 pages have been created
and 10,360 markings not previously documented have been
recorded.

As always, I welcome your comments and suggestions for
improving the society. Please feel free to call me at home (336
545-0175), send me an e-mail message at tfwinter@bellsouth.
net, or write to me at the mailing address shown below.
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The Leeds Patent Envelope: An Unusual Use

he grubby looking cover in Figure 1 looks, at first

blush, like an ordinary Civil War soldiet’s letter from

New Bern. Upon closer examination, however, it

has an interesting story, particulatly the odd envelope
used. But first, some background is needed.
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Figure 1. Leeds patent envelope, used by a Union soldier in New Bern.

Although North Carolina seceded from the Union on May
20, 1861, New Bern remained under Union control for all but
about 10 months. “As a center of agriculture, munitions and
naval supplies for the Confederacy, New Bern was an important
target for the North to capture. Turpentine factories,
shipbuilding yards, and even inventors of the first bombs for
the South were all based [there].”! Furthermore, it provided a
sheltered inland port, which along with Union control of most
of the North Carolina coast, was important in the North’s
highly successful blockade of Confederate shipping;

Thus, New Bern was captured after a short battle on March
14, 1862, by a Union force led by Brigadier General Ambrose
Burnside. A hospital and lookout post was established in the
First Presbyterian Church, which still stands today (Figure 2).
Stationed there, as an army Chaplain, was the Rev. William C.
Whitcomb.

Born February 8, 1820, in Marlborough, New Hampshire,
Whitcomb was commissioned as a Chaplain on July 5, 1862. A
staunch abolitionist, in 1850 he authored .4 Discourse on the
Recapture of Fugitive Slaves, which is in print today. He died in
Morehead City, North Carolina, from malarial fever on
October 29, 1864.
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by Stephen B. Pacetti

The letter is addressed to Mrs. Albert Goff, the wife of a
farmer, who lived in Attleboro, Massachusetts. His wife was
Ruth.? Their eldest son and daughter were William and Isabelle,
who would have been about ages 20 and 21, respectively, in
1864. William enlisted in the Massachusetts 24th Infantry on
October 21, 1861.> At the time of this letter, the
24th Infantry was in New Bern. I believe the letter
writer, here, was William Goff, writing to his
mother. It is odd that it was addressed “Care of
Isabelle.”

The Act of July 22, 1861, provided that Union
noncommissioned soldiers could mail a letter
without prepayment of postage, and that the
postage would be collected upon delivery. The
envelope had to be clearly marked as a “Soldiet’s

-

Letter,” and a commissioned officer (or equivalent)
had to sign a “certificate” on the envelope so

attesting.*

This letter was mailed in New Bern, as shown by
the black, double circle datestamp, NEW BERN/
AUG/28/1864/N.C. The postmaster correctly
hand stamped “Due 3” for the 3 cents postage due
upon delivery. At upper left, is Chaplain

Figure 2.
The First Presbyterian Church, today, in New Bern.
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Whitcomb’s certificate showing it to be a genuine soldiet’s
letter that did not require prepayment of postage. In the upper
right corner is a manuscript “35,” probably written by someone
to indicate the 35th letter received from the writet.

Now, for the unusual part — what’s with the square hole in
the upper right with the tic-tac-toe lattice? This is a Leeds
patent envelope, named after the patent owner Lewis W. Leeds
of New York City.?

The first to obtain such an envelope patent was Benjamin
Morison of Philadelphia, who called his invention an
“Improved Envelope for Letters, Documents, etc., Requiring
to be Mailed.” Oddly, his “hole” was in the upper left corner
of the envelope. It was round and did not have a lattice of any
type.

When Leeds (Figure 3) filed for his own patent, he found
that Morison had beaten him to it. Morison, however, never
pursued his idea, and in late 1861, Leeds purchased the patent
for $5,000, with the assistance of his brother Batclay, also of
Philadelphia.

Lewis Leeds’” concept was a die cut opening in the upper
right corner, with a lattice. He and his first partner in the
venture, Calvert Vaux (pronounced, Vorks) enlisted famed
postal stationery printer George Nesbitt to develop an envelope
with the die cut hole shown in Figure 4.7

Figure 4. Close-up of the
lattice of the early Leeds & Vaux
envelope, made by George
Nesbitt. Black background high-
lights the lattice cutout.

M, 5, Sunitury Commission,

Later, after Vaux dropped out in January
1862 and Franklin joined Leeds in the envelope
venture, they hired printer and envelope maker
William P. Lyon, who developed the die style
shown in Figure 1 and Figure 5. (Note that the
envelope in Figure 5 bears a printed “U.S.
Sanitary Commission.” corner card. This
becomes relevant to the story shortly) Lyon
was to not only produce the envelopes, but to
advertise and sell them.

The whole idea behind the patent envelope

of the gum adheres to the lattice, the other to the letter sheet
inside. Then, the postmaster strikes a socked-on-the-nose
datestamp to cancel the stamp. When the addressee removes
the letter, the canceled stamp and lattice are torn from the
envelope, and remain with the letter as proof of mailing and
the date. Figure 7 shows the reverse of an 1861 1 cent stamp,
removed from a letter, with the
lattice remnant still adhering,

e

Figure 3. Lewis W. Leeds,
circa early 1860s.

« The problem with the
; whole idea Leeds had was that
it required extra work at the

post office to precisely strike
the

importantly,

datestamp, and, most
that the Post
Office Department had issued a specific policy to postmasters
in July 1860 to not cancel postage stamps with a datestamp,
which was to be struck on an unmarked portion of the
envelope so as to be easily read. Thus, despite the efforts to sell
the “Stamp Sealing and Postmark Preserving Envelope,” as
Leeds called it, the venture was a failure.

Now, about the U.S. Sanitary Commission connection: Lewis
Leeds’ primary business was as a heating and ventilation
consultant. He worked with the Commission to advise it on
ways to improve the ventilation in Union hospitals and camps.
The thinking among public health officials at the time was that
diseases were airborne in a “miasma” and were spread in this
mannet.

was to interest business people, not the general
public. The November 11, 1862, New York
Times ad shown in Figure 6 explains the
envelope’s purpose. You place the postage
stamp directly over the die cut hole lattice. Part

Page 4
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Figure 5. The most common Leeds patent envelope lattice, with
a U.S. Sanitary Commission imprint.
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Safety Envelopes.

Mr. Wu. P. Lyon, of No. 537 Pearl-strcet, has
become the proprietor of the Leeds & Franklin
¢ Post-mark Preserving Envelopes,” and is introduc-
ing thst important improvement into general use.
To the pecculiar value of this invention we have
heretofere caded at{ ntion. At the usual place tor
aflixing the stamp and the post-mark, the paper of the
envelope is so perforated that both stamp and post-
mark, when tlie envelope is opened, remains attached
to the letter-she~t within, thus affording the legal
proof of the lctter having passed through the mail, a
proof which in the case of the ordinary envelope is
wanting. To business men the novelty will become

Figure 7.
Close up of the common Leeds
lattice stuck to the back of an
1861 1¢ postage stamp.

found in the May 2007 issue of the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society Chronicle, issue Whole No. 214. Since
then, further research has pointed up a few errors in the
article, as well as additional information about the Leeds
envelope. If any reader has a patent envelope — of any

indispensabie.

type — in their collection, I would very much appreciate

Figure 6.

1862 newspaper ad for the Leeds “Post-mark Preserving Envelope.

For reasons unknown, the Commission purchased 29,500
patent envelopes from Lyon. Some were printed with the
Commission corner card, some plain.

One of the Commission’s main activities was its so-called
Sanitary Fairs and similar events, to provide a little aid and
comfort to Union soldiers. It is my speculation, then, that
William Goff, or pethaps Chaplain Whitcome, obtained the
envelope in Figure 1 at a Sanitary Commission event, or by
some other distribution method. There is no record that Leeds
patent envelopes were ever sold commercially to the public.

With so many patent envelopes in the Sanitary Commission’s
hands, one might think that they are not uncommon in the
collecting market. In fact, they are scarce. Those with the
Commission corner card are very scarce. What became of
them all is a mystery.

An article titled, “The Leeds Patent Envelope: A Review and
a Possible New Hatliest Known Use,” which I wrote, may be

receiving a scan at, sbp57@comcast.net.

Endnotes:

1. “New Bern, North Carolina History,” http://www.

new-bern.nc.us/HistoryNB/

2. I am indebted to my wife, Julianne H. Pacetti, the
family genealogist, for researching Chaplin Whitcomb and the
Goff’s.

3. William Goff reenlisted as a corporal, September 3, 1864,
and was mustered out on January 20, 1866.

4. This same privilege was extended to Union sailors and
marines on January 21, 1862.

5. Sometimes called a Leeds and Franklin patent envelope, after
Leeds’ second partner in the envelope venture, Joseph E
Franklin.

6. Patent No. 28767, June 19, 1860.

7. Note the expert detail of the design, including the name,
“Leeds & Vaux/110 Broadway,” theit business address in New
York. The black insert is to show how the envelope might look
with a letter sheet inside.

New Markings

Greg Ciesielski submitted this New Bern postmark dated March 6, 1948, in magenta ink,

size 33 mm, with a comma after “New Bern.” The postmark was found on the back of < uaAR o

a First Flight cover addressed to Pittsburg, Pa. on AM 87, which flew a route over Ohio- Flnn = \
North Carolina-Virginia-West Virginia-Tennessee-Kentucky. The front of the cover was - h{'?___ i
postmarked with a slogan machine cancel of Raleigh, machine no. 2, with the slogan, 1 .r h /
“GIVE/+/Red Cross/Fund.” The postmark will be added to the North Carolina Postmartk 1940

Catalog Update when Craven County is updated again.

NCPHS Postal Historian
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Kitty Hawk, an Annual Celebration

by Tony L. Crumbley

n December 17, 1903, Orville Wright telegraphed ~ On their first trip, they stayed with former postmaster William
home the news that he and his brother Wilbur, Tate.
had just successfully flown a heavier-than-air The post office of Kitty Hawk was first opened November

powered aircraft. Figure 1 commemorates the 11, 1878 with Sophia D. Tate serving as postmaster. On
25th anniversary of this flight with a beautifully hand-colored November 22, 1879, Joseph Balm was appointed postmaster.
cachet envelope. The telegraph was dispatched from Kitty Figure 2 illustrates a cover posted on September 12, 1881,

Hawk. The fact the flight had actually
taken place a few miles away at Kill
Devil Hills didn’t matter. Today, the
world knows the name Kitty Hawk
better than our state capitol, Raleigh,
because of this historic flight.

This story began on May 30, 1899,
when Wilbur wrote the Smithsonian
Institution asking for all the
information they had on “flight.”
Shortly thereafter, the Wrights wrote
the U.S. weather bureau for the
windiest places in the nation. The
Outer Banks, they were told, was the
place to go.

In 1900, the Wright Brothers wrote
Kitty Hawk former postmaster
William J. Tate about weather
conditions in Kitty Hawk. For four
successive years from 1900 through
1903, Orville and Wilbur traveled to
Kitty Hawk experimenting on their
flying machines. They made over 1,000
successful glider flights from there.

Page 6

Figure 1. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1928. Few events of the era have had more cachets
produced than this 25th anniversary of flight. This hand painted cover of Orville Wright and
his first plane is one of the more attractive ones.

during postmaster Baum’s tenure. He served
until January 6, 1892, when William J. Tate
was appointed. His wife, Addie M. Tate,

Figure 2. Kitty Hawk, NC, September
12, 1881, purple, triple circle circular date-
stamp. Post office had opened in 1878.
Joseph M. Baum, the second postmaster,
was serving Kitty Hawk.

took over the office on February 3, 1898,
and would serve until January 10, 1914. At
this point the post office was located in
Currituck County. It would stay there until
1920.

WINTER 2011-2012 NCPHS Postal Historian



Post card photo of Wright Brothers first flight December 17, 1903. Orville is in

the plane and Wilbur beside the wing.

In 1901 the Wright Brothers moved down the
beach to a base at the largest sand hill on the
beach at Kill Devil Hills. They built a 16 x 25
foot building to live in and work on their
machines. They continued through 1902 and
1903 testing their gliders.

After failing in the fall of 1903, they went
back to Dayton, Ohio, for major repairs. They

Figure 4.
Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1903, a wonderful
looking cover postmarked on the day of the first
flight. Sorry, it's a fake. (Mike Kelly collection)
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returned and were ready to test their new flying
machine. On the morning of December 17, at
10:30 a.m. Orville mounted the machine for the
first test. The engine was started and the plane
rolled forward with Wilbur running alongside
steadying the wings. The first historic take off
occurred. The flight lasted twelve seconds and
flew only 100 feet. However, it was the birth of
powered flight (Figure 3).

Later that day Wilbur would fly for 55
seconds and cover a distance of 852 feet. Thus,
on that cold December day, two bicycle makers
from Ohio would begin a celebration we still
continue today more than 100 years later. Figure
4 shows a handsome cover purporting to have
been mailed on the day of the first successful
power flight. No covers are known from

. December 17, 1903, commomerating this event
Figure 3.

and this one is a fake cover.
Figure 5 was posted at the Kitty Hawk post
office with a Type 3-2 Doane cancel four months

it mwmm
B 1,10

®%  WRIGHT & WRIGHT,
4 JOB # PRINTERS ¥

Cor. Third & Willaws

Figure 5. Kitty Hawk, January 1, 1908, Doane
Type 3-2 CDS. In 1908, Orville and Wilbur returned
to test the first passenger airplane. The successful
attempt occurred on May 14, 1908. Cover was
postmarked by postmaster Addie Tate.

before the Wright brothers demonstrated a successful
tlight with a passenger.

For the next 20 years the Wrights would
battle the French over who flew first, fall out of grace
Ve with the US., and take their first airplane to Europe.
It was not until 1928 when the International Civil
Aeronautics Conference was being held in

WINTER 2011-2012 Page 7



On This Swfa Birthplace of the Plane
Wi
mnr‘:a:rﬁﬁs of Kitty Hawk to some people may be

the nume of a motion picture nctress
right Brothers 5 A

P'rsl. Mimentol —but it isn't. Anybody whao knows
Which w o Man's llil!f“\ink about aviation knows that
Conguest of the Air it's the name of a lonely spot on the

P‘::ﬂ‘cd By North Carolina coast from which, for
Citizens af the first time [n history, a plane suc-
Kitty "1;;:' N. G cessfully lifted itzelf from the earth.
Now that the state is on the alr lines

A Souvenir Card we hope something will be done to

This is the inscription on o

Figure 6. Kitty Hawk, May 2, 1928, A.C. Roessler produced a
souvenir card for the placement of the marker by local citizens
honoring the Wright Brothers.

Washington, D.C. that the first major anniversary celebration
would be held. Local citizens had placed a small marker on the
site in 1928. A.C. Roessler was one of the few to mark the
celebration of this marker with a souvenir card (Figures 6 and
7). On December 17, 1928, it seems the world returned to Kitty
Hawk to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Wright Brothers
first flight.

TWEATY FIET
FIILET 7
MADT WY T v

‘ AT W .5

monument.  Kitty Hawk will forever eommemorate that great moment in

b ememberedfor the "otk fie  hitory, Decomber 21, _wenty-s
glider was practically a large box years ago, when the Wright Brothers
fg;: :;r:;_l ‘i’l“::":n r::: :I;I&:::: 1;““: made Jmown the fact that a machine

it gave the brothers the idea which heavier than nir could be propelled
Ipilt:;e d"‘"ﬁ.m""d I:‘\"w"""m’r:":"::;ﬂzl through space and eventunlly across
with the antics of the Wrights on the the ocsan by such miventurers ns
m}‘;m“‘:}'ym‘f K‘:l'l‘l‘:. il:::lm:'n':fhﬂ‘s Lindbergh, Byrd, Chamberlin, Fitz-
openly. maurics and Koohl.
e — J

Figure 7.

Reverse of the Roessler card. It is interesting to note the card
indicates the anniversary is December 21, 1928.

Since that 25th celebration, almost every year some type of
celebration has produced a commemorative envelope of this
event. What follows are illustrations of the known posted
covers. The author would like to know of other such covers in
your collection for inclusion in his census.

Figure 8 and 9. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1928. The flyers of the world attended the International Aeronautics Conference in
Washington, D.C., December 12-14, 1928. From there, many traveled to Norfolk then by water to Kitty Hawk for a celebration of the
25th anniversary of the Wright's flight. Pair of covers posted with plate blocks of Scott #649, 2 cent Wright airplane and Scott #650 5

cent, globe and airplane.
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Figure 10. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1929, no cachet on
this anniversary cover. (Mike Kelly collection)

Figure 11. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1930, Hettie H. Baum
served as postmaster from February 14, 1929 until December 31,
1953. She produced this simple cachet in 1930.

Page 8 WINTER 2011-2012 NCPHS' Postal Historian



COMMIMORATING THE FKFT N sCCrSP,

HEAVIER THAN-AIL PUGHT BY MAN AT
KILL DEVIL HILL
[Tt

Figure 12. Kitty Hawk, November 19, 1932. In the midst Figure 13. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1932, another
of a recession, the Wright Brothers memorial pylon was Roessler created card issued for the ceremony commemorat-
placed at Kill Devil Hill. Roessler created cover for this event. ing the memorial pylon.

E___i. i A
1903 ~ Decoupen 17 ~ 1933
Ky Wit M. C.

L. M. Mlen,
8/o La¥iRRa00s,
Oszanovin, W.T.

B Years Ago the Wreight Broshen G flew
 beavier than sir sackine.

Figure 14. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, for the 30th Figure 15. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, another Great
anniversary a very attractive cachet was produced in the midst Depression cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)
of a depression. (Mike Kelly collection)

ﬁzxzxmmmmzﬂﬂxﬁ

2 DECEMBER 17ch 193
Thirticth Anniversory

o o o s
. MINSTON-SPLEK., (.6

? Wright Beos. Fire Flight 4 ?
R Al R
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IE =5 F"fi.fd../ Mf.-l!
@ Kaw ok, N C Retinrye, 0G5
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Figure 16. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1933, this National Figure 17. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1937, no fancy
Recovery Act (NRA) cover is quite unusual. (Mike Kelly collec- cachet was applied on this 34th year celebration. Cover used
tion) again at 100th anniversary with additional special cancel.

/‘./*—-""71\ -
. ST DES

e 17

\ (%
. W, G’

Hiss Tthel L, Hales
1612 lilgh 86,

Figure 18. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1938, another quiet Figure 19. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1940, with a Pan

year for the 35th anniversary with no cachet issued. Cover American Aviation Day cachet. (Mike Kelly collection)
used again at 100th anniversary with additional cancel.
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Mra, Waltar H,.fobinson

OTH ANNIVE R.S ARY®

106 First st.

’ ; 5w New Yondon  Chio
ﬂA' N, A - TG
BIRTHPLACE OF AVIATION
DAYTON PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Figure 20. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1943, 40th anniver-
sary cachet produced by the Dayton, Ohio Philatelic Society.

ANNNERSARY FLIGHT

GEO. D. AUSTED
220 Orizaba Avenue
San Francisco 25, Calif.

Figure 22. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1948, the 45th
anniversary produced a very simple purple boxed anniversary
flight cachet.

COMMEMORATING

The Wriaht Brother,
Crville: and Wilbur

SFIAST DAY OF 15SUE
N o ]

——

Return ol
i
planz

SIX CENT AIRMAIL
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Figure 24. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1949, the 46th
anniversary produced numerous cachets as the Wright flyer
was brought home from Europe and the U.S. issued a stamp.

Paul F. Fisher
4838 - 30th Ava. So.
Mir me.polls 17, Minn.

Figure 26. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1953, a rather mod-
est label was applied to this 50th anniversary cover on reval-
ued postal stationery.

Page 10
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Figure 21. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1947, a preprinted,
formal cachet for the events of the 44th anniversary. (Mike
Kelly collection)

M.
VIA AIR MAIL

Fo e Lannaughton
$4PAT BULL Houw

Sellerose, k. f.

Figure 23. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1948, the 45th
anniversary also produced a more formal cachet in dark red.

3

RERO CLUB
Or WASHINGTON, D. €

WRIGHT MEMORIAL
DINNER
AND
SILVER ANNIVERSARY Secretary
SCHEDLED OMNERAL ool Tl
AIR TRANSPORTATION et Mot

Washington &, D. C.

DECCMBER 17, 1851

Figure 25. Kitty Hawk, December 15, 1951, though two
days before the actual anniversary, this cover celebrates the
silver anniversary of scheduled commercial air transportation.

MAN'S FIRST FLIGHT
Anniversary
Docembar 17, 1903- |06

ORVILLE WRIGHT 4 ‘ﬁ/;"ﬁ 10h1 whvdrafory

WITTY WA MORTH CAROLMA Jm.

JOBEPH C. HORAN, 4 D.
BB Pane AVENVE
e v Y

Figure 27. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1953, an over-
printed 1943 cachet was used to make this 50th anniversary
cachet.

NCPHS Postal Historian



VIA AIR MAIL

B1Y Schnelder,
Metuchan,

hew Jarsay.

Figure 28. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1954, no cachet on
this 51st anniversary cover. (Mike Kelly collection)

%5th Amniversary of Fowsred Flight
Titty Havk N, C., Dec. 17, 1903

R. C. Robertsom,
12, 5, Louden Ave.,
Baltimors 2%, Hd,

Figure 30. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1958, colorful
sticker applied to make 55th anniversary event cover. (Mike
Kelly collection)

el i

The AN WRIGHT BRos!
Hr AT Rarnd WA e,

:.’;I‘EFI-FT'ITIFTF'::;].M[" i STEPHEN M. RoTwaecy
r OO0
SRS o o M Gt oA

T I T I
2

AMBLER, PennA.

Figure 32. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1961, this 1961
cover salutes the USS Kitty Hawk on the 50 years of naval
aviation.

Figure 34. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1963, the same
cachet was printed in silver and blue ink on this airmail border
cover for the 60th anniversary.
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Figure 29. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1957, plate block of
four Scott No. C45 on commemorative cachet envelope
signed by postmaster Irene L. Twiford. (Mike Kelly collection)

S5th Anniversary of Powersd Flight
Titty Havk W, C., Dee, 17, 1903

e
VIA AIR MAIL
|==rama—aae—s

i, C. Robertson,
12, 5. Loudon Ave,,
Baltimore 29, Nd.

Figure 31. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1958, another dif-
ferent sticker applied to make this 55th anniversary cover.
(Mike Kelly collection)

HERMAN KLEIMERT
213 Virgiria Ave
Frlleron, Femom,

Figure 33. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1963, the 60th
anniversary produced a blue rubber stamp cachet.

Figure 35. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1969, first man on
the moon stamp was used on this cover prepared for the 66th
anniversary cover.

Page 11



1ST SUSTAINED
POWERED FLIGHTS

Figure 36. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1973, the Bow Wow
local post of Baltimore, Maryland, issued a special cachet for
the 70th anniversary.

FIRST DAY -
oF SIuE

USAirmail 21.
FIRST DAY OF 155U

Figure 38. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1975, for its 72nd
anniversary, the post office issued the first day of a new 21
cent airmail postal card.

Figure 40. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1978, for its 75th
anniversary, the post office issued a stamp honoring the
Wright Brothers. A fancy cancel was used here as well.

il s whele W1iBar can el shosing
Pcemraprment fo plir dvem. Pervmer 17, 100

Figure 42. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1979, a second
cachet in four colors for the 76th anniversary. (Mike Kelly col-
lection)
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71st. Anniversary of Flight

=

FIRET POWENED
FLIONT BY WILBUN AND OWVILLE WmignT . T
19984 M. DEEATIN0S AT RITTY HaAWK, WO =

Figure 37. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1974, cachet print-
ed in blue and red for this 71st anniversary. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)

V A 4B A AN AW SN S 4

Figure 39. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1976, the first fancy
cancel was created for this 73rd anniversary celebration.

FIRET FOWERED AMD SONTAOLLED WEAVIER THAM AIN
FLIGHT EY WILEUN ANS SAVILLE WRISHT - THURSDAY
1BA8 AM, BESATID08 AT KITTY WAWK, WO. CAROLIMA

Figure 41. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1979, blue and gold
two color cachet produced for the 76th celebration. (Mike Kelly
collection)

I AR ECOMEN T WAL
FIRET FOWEAED AND CONTROLLED HEAVIEN THAN im0 ©F gt ‘
FLIGHT BY WILBUR AND ORVILLE WRIGHT - THUREDAY,

[9:33 A M. DEGITI993 AT KITTY HAWK., NO. CANGLINA A P

Figure 43. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1980, green and red
cachet for the 77th anniversary celebration. (Mike Kelly collec-
tion)

INCPHS Postal Historian



7 ' “Fli 92ud Anniversary of Flight ACK HincH
79 th. Annsversary of Flight v of Flig
D\
B
et/
b
dir Mail Air Mail
FIRST BOWERED AND CONTROLLED WEAiER THaW am  Mr. Frank Bl thal
FIRST BOWERED AND CONTROLLED WEAVIER THAN AN Mr. Frank H. Blumenthal R R A D "":" x ""““‘: 8100 Cunﬂﬁ;'::ﬁvl., LA
FLIGHT BY WILBUR AND GRYILLE WRIGHT « THURSDAY, 5180 Linnean Terrace, MW, VR TAL L TV Y I W S Chevy Chase, MD 20815
1035 AM, DEC.IT.IBCI AT KITTY HAWK. NO. CAROLINA Washington, DC 20008
Figure 44. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1982, the 79th

Figure 45. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1995, a brown and
anniversary cachet was printed in orange and black, the 4th

blue cachet by hfb cachet for the 92nd anniversary. (Mike
cachet by this designer — hfb cachet. (Mike Kelly collection) Kelly collection)

94 th Anniversary of Flight

Air Mail

v comrnoLies wEavien tiasw am MP. Fronk Blumenthal
F AND eAviLLE waiowT - Thussoay, 8100 Connecticut Ave, F1709
1903 AT KITTY MAWH. WO CARGUMA  Cho o MD 20815

FIMST POWERED an
FLIGHT BY wWiLBU
iane e DECaT

Figure 46. Kitty Hawk, December 17, 1996, this cachet

Figure 47. Kitty Hawk Station, December 17, 1997, 94th
was created by the local philatelic club. i

anniversary with hfb cachet in black and red. A special hand
stamp was produced for the first time. (Mike Kelly collection)
95th Anniversary of Flight

A

—_ET e Mt

= i Y/ GuDMLHULNCTRE

Mommcms o
Air Masl

R e 8 bl ey i Mr. Frank Blumenthal
PISERY Y WrRER  ANG: SAVAE WG = S MUNADA 8100 Connecticut Ave. ¥1709
i - WY Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Figure 48. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December Figure 49. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, and
17, 1998, 95th anniversary. Another special hand stamp on Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil Hills, December
this hfb cachet. (Mike Kelly collection) 17, 2001, 98th anniversary with two specials cancel.

Wright Memariad_ be knhgh:- o J\m 3
{lon—sa emscted on | Bt Qs
Brolhars mmde dul: nm -mauln u lllvhu X
Aviation Hixi 053, This Wemscial fewers §
lijumhumdmslmm r

~TENN;,
L *oF FLIG Jn""(
¥

003 - 2003

<y . é?‘
Dol g

Figure 50. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December
17, 2002, and Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil

Figure 51. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December
Hills, one year later, 99th and 100th anniversary cancels

17, 2003, 100th anniversary of powered flight with special
handstamp.
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EOOTI ANKIVERSAXY OF POWERED FLIGHT

KITTY HAWK, NC 27949

“Celebeating the Freedom of Flight” [ = Feiiin g
December 17, 1903 - December 17, 2003 Graansboro Distict
Figure 52. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December Figure 53. Wright Brothers Memorial Station, Kill Devil
17, 2003, four color cachet produced by Greensboro post Hills, December 17, 2005, 102nd anniversary celebration.

office and canceled at the on the 100th anniversary.

et I 1N

T————
T—
Figure 54. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December Figure 55. Wright Brothers Station, Kitty Hawk, December
17, 2008, 105th anniversary of powered flight. (Mike Kelly 17, 2009, 106th anniversary celebration. (Mike Kelly collec-
collection) tion)

Figure 56. Outer Banks Stamp Club Station — Your own Kitty Hawk cover to start a new collection.
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Two Interesting Railroa

hese covers relate to Charlotte, North Carolina
railroads, and while they are not scarce, they
are not by any means easy to find.

The first cover, Figure 1, has an agent mark-
ing (type 338-D-2) from the Chatlotte, Columbia and
Augusta Railroad used on its 192-mile run from Charlotte
to Augusta, Georgia. The railroad agent marking is illus-
trated in Figure 2 from Post Offices and Postmasters of North
Carolina, Volume 1V, page 4-242, published by the North
Carolina Postal History Society in 1996. What makes this

1870s cover interesting is

Figure 2. Charlotte &
Augusta railroad agent cancel
and killers used for a short
time on the north and south
runs.

/

the killer which is a negative “N” cork cancel. This
killer was applied only on covers traveling north-
bound on the line. A negative “S” was used on the
southbound trains. The north and south killers
appear to have been used only for a short time
period.

Figure 3 shows a cover with the corner business
marking of the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta
Railroad. This envelope was posted in Columbia,

! Lotsre/%,
\ Z(? 'f/‘/f{/

s

Citider s &
i 7t e §

d Cancellations

by Scott Troutman

(5.4

Figure 1. November 20, 187x cover to Mount Holly (Gaston
County) postmarked by the railroad agent operating on the north-
bound run of the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta railroad. The killer
used is a negative “N” cork cancel.

Uhurlatte, Golumbin and Bugusia

RAILROAD.

Figure 3. July 7, 1870, cover
addressed to Fort Mills, South Carolina,
with a corner business marking of the
Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta
Railroad. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

o

Figure 4. Ten dollar ticket of the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad, good

for two passengers going 100 miles. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

INCPHS Postal Historian WINTER

South Carolina, on July 7, 1870, addressed
to Fort Mills, South Carolina. A negative
star killer cork cancel was used at this time
in Columbia.
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A ten dollar ticket issued by the
Charlotte, Columbia and August Railroad
is illustrated in Figure 4. This ticket was
good for the fare of two passengers
going 100 hundred miles on the railroad
in any direction. Similar tickets for one
dollar, good for one passenger going
twenty miles, two dollars, good for two
passengers going twenty miles, and five
dollars, good for one passenger going
one hundred miles, are in the collection
of Tony Crumbley.

A stock certificate for three shares of

’///) /:r// Gieis ///// 7S
- /1///////
b ppcdict Lov e of s NI, Ga!lnmitm & Amp:a!a;]ﬁ:ﬂf sy Ve Hibitbont

A9 oo

Ky

s o A
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b Db z/""" Flazuart <o
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= S ,e-;_},.;,q_a e
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W - - _ it

p I D

Aotber b etets /f#ﬂ/c derf¥e /////J-f{/ £ ///';/ ,/7/)//#9«' s Ao //fr;{t/

| 1 tetaitl, Fospn bt rog o e beaeide // s | Cx /////?//9 3’-_'.[‘_.1[}(
the Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta Rail @& I s viin ,g" Y L T S A
Road Company at $100 each, issued on & " 2y /A” ,(// Sl /b FPRST
July 16, 1885, is shown in Figure 5. .7 7/, f)/yl ~£‘a (et ¢
The second type of Chatlotte-related 3} g ,1‘ a’ et teetiiiinnill
railroad cover, Figure 6, has a faint ; S — = ot
“WASH. & CHAR. R.P.O. EM.” cancel
with the date January 30, 1888. The
“EM.” indicated the fast mail train, which Figure 5.

ran on the Virginia Midland and the
Richmond and Danville Railroad. This
fast mail canceler was only used for about

11 not eallod fof o 10 days, return Lo

JACOB H, FRANEKLIN & CO.
WHOLESALE GROUERS

AXD
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
Ko, T Bridge (Ninth) Steecd, '
LYNCHBURG, VA,

Stock certificate of the Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta Rail Road Company for
three shares at $100 each, issued on July 16, 1885. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)

Figure 7.
Washington & Charlotte
railroad post office cancel
showing fast mail service,
type 302-J-2, one of two
fast mail cancels used on
the line.

Figure 6. Washington & Charlotte R.P.O. cancel used
by railroad agent on the fast mail train between Lynchburg
and Martinsville, Virginia.

eight years from 1882 to early 1890s. The cancel has the
year inverted. It is a type 302-]J-2 cancel, Post Offices and
Postmasters of North Carolina, Volume IV, page 4-298,
which was the first fast mail cancel used on the line.
The early markings sometimes had an inverted “E” killer
to indicate the express train.

Page 16
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Figure 8.
June 7, 1886 cover to Washington, D.C. posted on the fast mail
Washington & Charlotte train. Letter addressed to Congressman John
S. Henderson of Rowan County. (courtesy of Tony Crumbley)
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Mystery Cover

Can you locate the office shown by
the manuscript cancel on this cover
posted on 16 February 18472 The
postmasters of this office wrote the
name in several different ways.

Send your answer to Tony Crumbley |
or Dick Winter.

NORTH CAROLINA _
POSTAL SR
HISTORIAN %75

If youd like to contribute information
or articles to the Spring POSTAL HISTORLAN
please submit by the following deadline:

MARCH 1

Only one member responded to the mystery
cover in the last issue. A correct answer was
received from Frank Hall, who said this 5 July
1888 envelope originated in Winder (Moore
County). Winder’s name was changed to Vass in
1892. According to William S. Powell’s The North
Carolina Gazetteer, the original name of this town
was for an official of the Raleigh and Augusta Air
Line Railroad. The later name of Vass was for the
treasurer of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad.
Obviously, this was a town on the railroad line.

Have You Given Us Your
E-mail Address?

We would like in the future to be able to send
information to members using e-mail, but we lack valid
e-mail addresses for many of our members. Please help

by sending your e-mail address to Bill DiPaolo, the
Sectretary-Treasurer at wdipaolo@triad.rr.com or Tony
Crumbley at tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net.

INCPHS Postal Historian
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Rocky Mount to Paris

sually, when one sees writing all over an envelope,
it usually means the cover has a story to tell, if the
handwriting can be deciphered. The cover
illustrated in Figure 1 indeed has an interesting
story, but I needed some help to read and interpret the
comments on this cover. This help was provided by
Madame Michele Chauvet of Paris, a prominent
French postal historian, who has published a
number of outstanding treatises on early French
postal history as well as a series of books about the
postal history of many of the French colonies.
The Figure 1 envelope was posted in Rocky
Mount (Edgecombe County) on 13 March 1852,
and was addressed to Doctor N. ]. Pittman at a
street address in Paris. William S. Powell’s Dictionary
of North Carolina Biography tells us that Newsome
Jones Pittman was a physician, surgeon, and
gynecologist, born in Halifax County on 9 August
1818. He graduated in medicine from the University

by Richard F. Winter

O’B. Branch’s brigade, serving until he was captured with the
Confederate forces that surrendered at New Bern in 1862.
After the war in 1866 he was elected chairman of the State
Medical Board of Examiners. He remained active in medical
organizations, serving in 1877 as the first vice-president of the

of Pennsylvania in 1839 and began his practice in
Rocky Mount. In 1849 he traveled overseas to study
in European medical clinics from 1849-52. This

Figure 1.

13 March 1852 envelope from Rocky Mount (Edgecombe County) to Doctor

letter was mailed to him while in Paris in the last Newsome Jones Pittman in Paris, France. An explanation of the numerous

year of his overseas study before returning to North
Carolina to continue his practice in Rocky Mount.

manuscript markings on this cover are the subject of this article.

American Medical Association, and in representing
the United States medical community in international
conferences. He died in 1893 and was buried at the
Calvary Church Cemetery, Tarboro, where an
obelisk tombstone marks his grave.

The letter was postmarked in manuscript,
upper right corner, “Rocky Mt N.C/Mar 13.”
Manuscript postmarks were used in Rocky Mount

until the first circular datestamp appeared in the fall
of 1852. To the right of the postmark was written
“Paid 20 cts,” to show a payment of 20¢, which was
the correct rate for a '2 ounce letter to go by
American contract mail steamer directly from New
York to Le Havre, France. However, on the day

Figure 2. The New York & Liverpool United States Mail Steamship  this letter was posted in Rocky Mount, the steamer
Company (Collins Line) steamship Arctic (1850-54). (Courtesy of The Mariners  |oft New York and another direct steamer to

Museum, Newport News, Va.)

While in Paris he was president of the American Medical
Society of Paris. In 1861 he was appointed surgeon in Lawrence

France would not leave for four more weeks. Since
the letter had been endorsed in the lower left
corner, “via Liverpool,” which was a routing instruction to
send the letter via England to France, a 21¢ American packet

Page 18 WINTER 2011-2012 NCPHS Postal Historian



rate, the New York exchange office clerk considered the letter
insufficiently paid and treated it as a wholly unpaid letter to be
sent to England by an American mail steamer, ignoring the 20¢
payment.

On 20 March the Collins Line steamship Aretic departed
New York with the mail for the United Kingdom and Europe
and arrived at Liverpool on 31 March 1852. Figure 2 illustrates
the New York & Liverpool United States Mail Steamship
Company (commonly called the Collins Line) steamship Aretic
on which this letter crossed the Atlantic. The reverse of the
envelope is shown in Figure 3. It cleatly shows the arrival of

address written on the envelope and wrote on the reverse that
the recipient no longer lived at the address and that the letter
had to be returned to the main post office for the fourth
distribution period of the day. He also wrote that the new
address should be the medical school and that a second
postman should use that address. The marking of the postman
who made the notations was the small circle, upper left on the
reverse that showed the numerals 3 over 10. This marking
would distinctly define the postman who delivered the letter of,
in this case, made the address changes. To direct attention to
the notations on the reverse, on the front of the letter, upper

left was written “au d,” an abbreviation for “au dos,”

o //?a:'_f 5
g I — s

directions to see the back of the letter. This was the
limit of the postal notations on this cover.

The remaining manuscript markings on the
front and reverse of the letter were markings of a
private nature. In other words, the envelope was
simply used as a piece of paper to write an accounting
statement. Apparently, Doctor Pittman employed
someone to settle two accounts and the record was
| written on this envelope. On the front, the uppet most
manuscript notation related to the cost of 1 franc 60
centimes to be paid on 2 April to the postman who
delivered the letter. Under that was written an
additional expense of 25 centimes for the laundry

=

Figure 3. Reverse of 13 March 1852 envelope from Rocky Mount to
Paris. Cover shows notations by the Paris postman who tried to deliver the
letter and learned the address was incorrect for Doctor Pittman. The various
markings on the reverse and on the front will be described in the text.

the letter at London on 1 April 1852 with an orange circular
datestamp, supporting the conclusion that the letter was
carried on the Arctic. The letter was sent to France from
London, arriving at the Paris office on 2 April 1852. An orange
circular French entry datestamp struck just below the Rocky
Mount manuscript postmark shows the letter’s arrival at Paris.
The inscription within the concentric circles reads “ETATS-
UNIS.PAQ.AM.A,” which means that the letter was from the
United States and was brought to England by an American
packet. It traveled to Paris by the London-Dover-Calais route.
Figure 4 illustrates a similar marking pictured in Raymond
Salles book, La Poste Maritime Frangaise, Volume 4, as marking
no. 1781. A Paris cletk marked the letter for 16 decimes
postage due with the black handstamp 16 struck over the Paris
entry datestamp. This was the postage due of 16 decimes (1
franc 60 centimes) for a letter from the United States via
England weighing between 7%2 and 15 grams.

The reverse of the envelope, shows a black circular datestamp
of the Paris Bureau Central indicating the distribution was to
be to the second rayon (region) of Paris. The postman
delivering the letter was unable to locate Doctor Pittman at the

NCPHS Postal Historian
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cleaning of a shirt! The total of the two charges was
1 franc 85 centimes, which was claimed on 3 June
1852 by the employee. On the reverse was written that
the postage due of 1 franc 60 centimes was paid on 2
March, which was in error as it was paid on 2 April.
Sometimes all the strange markings on
stampless covers don’t relate just to the postal handling
of the letter. Admittedly, it is most unusual when they don’t and

that is why this
Figure 4. French entry = COVEr has been
markings on cover front in  described.

red orange ink, from Salles
La Poste Maritime Frangaise,
Volume 4, marking no. 1781.
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DAY
POSTAL FISTORT

Post Office Box 119 - Alton, New Hampshire 03809-0119
www.doubledaypostalhistory.com - 603 875-1808

2012 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

John Allen J. Ron Edwards Eugene Setwyn
W. Bryson Bateman G. Roy Elmore Edward Smith
Ralph Baumgardner

Chatles Hall
Philip Howerton
Sam Hudson

Mary Ann Brown
Maurice Bursey
Christopher Chamberlin

Jay & Bonny Smith
Ed Stafford
Scott Steward

SEEKING

Confederate and Southern States
Postal History as well as a few
Select Customers for such.

Carolina Coin
& Stamp, Inc.
Tony L. Crumbley

P.O. Box 681447, Charlotte, NC 28216
704.395.1191

tonycru mhlcy@?bcllmuth.nct
W\\'w.'ﬁ)n_\'Cruml)lcy.cmu

BIG LICK STAMPS

Buying and selling Stamps, Covers &
Collections of the World

Cary Cochran

Owner

P.O. Box 163
Locust, North Carolina 28097

1.800.560.5310

carytj@yahoo.com

David Hull Gregory Stone
Gregory Ciesielski  Patricia Kaufmann Larry Thomas
Roland Cipolla Raymond Marshall Harvey Tilles

L.T. Cooper Ward Mullis Wendell Triplett
Tony Crumbley Richard Murphy Scott Troutman
Frank Dale Pierre Oldham Richard Weiner
Bill DiPaolo Stephen Pacetti Sam Whitehead
Elwyn Doubleday Tom Richardson Douglas Williams
Andrea Edmondson Steven Roth Richard Winter
(43% of membership)

NEW MEMBERS

James Jordon - Wilmington
Clarke Stephens - Walkertown
Elwyn Doubleday - Alton, New Hampshire

A red dot on your mailing label means we
have not received your dues.

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
The following counties have been prepared
and are available at
http:/ /www.postalmuseum.si.edu/statepostalhistory/
northcarolina_postmarkcatalog.html:
Alamance through Jackson

Minor changes have been made to some of the other counties

CONFEDERATE STATES

Whether you need...
> Strong retail source * Specialized auction agent
= Help building your collection « Insurance or estate appraisal
* Marketing the accumulation of a lifetime or a family inheritance
Full retail section at
csadealer.com or webuystamps.com

More than 40 years experience

10194 N. Old State Road, Lincoln, DE 19960
Call: 302-422-2656 * Fax: 302-424-1990 » E-malil: trishkauf@comcast.net

Member: ASDA + Life Member: APS + APRL + CSA « USPCS

PATRICIA A. KAUFMANN

ALAN BLAIR
PUBLIC AUCTIONS

Alan Blair
5405 Lakeside Ave., Suite 1

Richmond, VA 23228
e-mail: alanblair@verizon.net
anrmauctoneer VVEDSItE: www.alanblairstamps.com

800.689.5602 804.262.9307
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