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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

he wheezing sounds of leaf-blowers throughout my

neighborhood these days confirm that Fall is upon

us. The landscapers tackle this task every week now

as the yellowed leaves continue to fall from the trees
and blanket the streets, yards, and sidewalks. Yet, by the time
you receive this issue of our quarterly journal, the leaves will
all have fallen, and the trees will be bare and stark against
the gray skies of the winter season.

For many of you, Winter provides some additional time to
pore over your stamp albums or postal history collections. It
is also a time when you will have the opportunity to add to
your collection by attending philatelic shows.

The annual Southeastern Stamp Expo will be held January
24-26, 2025 at the Hilton Atlanta Northeast Hotel located in
Peachtree Corners, Georgia. This location is convenient for
those who are traveling south on Interstate 85 from North
Carolina because the hotel exit is considerably north of
Atlanta’s notorious traffic congestion. Check the sefsc.org
website for the show times and a list of the dealers who will
be present. The hotel provides comfortable accommodation,
and this large regional show is always a popular one for
Society members.

I spoke with Cary Cochran of Big Lick Stamps recently.
He is planning to sponsor a show in the Charlotte area this
Spring, though the precise date has not yet been established.
Cary is aregular advertiser in this journal, so you can contact
him for information about the shows on his schedule.

It was gratifying to see Everett L. Parker’s fine review
of the Society’s North Carolina Post Offices and
Postmasters 1860-1865 in the September 2024 issue of the
The American Stamp Collector & Dealer magazine.
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Everett praises the editors, “Tony Crumbley and the late
Vernon S. Stroupe...with the help of several other NCPHS
members...”, for not simply producing a list, but for also
accomplishing the harder task of researching and
correcting misspellings and misattributions of post offices
to their appropriate counties.

We want to express a hearty thanks to those Society
members who have already made a contribution towards the
production cost, estimated at just over $3,000.00, for the
extensive and copiously illustrated monograph on Charlotte
postal history by Tony Crumbley to be published in the
coming year! We still have a long way to go in meeting the
total cost, however. The names of every contributor to this
project will be listed and acknowledged along with the
monograph.

We also remind you to send your 2025 membership
renewals to Treasurer, Harry Albert, as soon as possible. You
can include along with your renewal a library adoption, a
contribution to the publication of the Charlotte monograph,
and any additional donation to sustain the mission and work
of the North Carolina Postal History Society.

The officers, editors, webmaster, and members of the
Board wish each of you a Happy New Year!

A red dot on your mailing label means we
have not received your membership dues.
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Union Church — A Moore County Post Office

he Union Church post office (1878-1890) was

located at Union Presbyterian Church in central

Moore County, North Carolina (Figure 1). It was

one of numerous 19th century post offices, now
long discontinued, which were associated with and/or
housed in an existing church.
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by George Slaton

The region around Union Presbyterian Church hosted
many early settlements of Scots Highlanders who had
emigrated to North Carolina, lingered briefly at Cross
Creek, and then moved north and west to find suitable land
for farming and to build homes for their families.
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Figure 1. The Union Church post office was located five miles southeast of Carthage, in Moore County, North Carolina.
Courtesy 1881 Gray Map of North and South Carolina.

From a present perspective, Union Presbyterian Church
sits aside Union Church Road five miles southeast of the
town of Carthage. But from an 18th century perspective,
the church is located astride what were two major roads
which contributed significantly to the early settlement of
Moore County, North Carolina. One road was commonly
called the “Big Wagon Road” and it provided a connection
between Cross Creek (now Fayetteville) and Cross Hills
(now Carthage). It passed along the north side of the
church grounds. The second thoroughfare, oriented north
and south, was known as the Pee Dee Road and ran along
the west side of the church. Two additional and well-
traveled roads passed near the church during this period as
well.
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These emigrants were Presbyterian, and they established
numerous churches.

These early churches were from the moment of their
establishment central to the life of their respective and
usually sprawling neighborhoods. Not only were they
valued as houses of worship, but they were utilized as
community gathering places. That certainly must have
played a part in Union Church’s becoming a post office in
1878, though it seems surprising that this did not happen
earlier in the century.

Union Church was organized in 1797, and a log church
building was constructed the following year. Its first ruling
elders bore the traditional Scottish surnames of McBeth,
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Graham, Patterson, Blue, McDougall, McKenzie, and
McPherson. The present church structure, seen in Figure
2, dates from 1870.

Figure 2. Union Presbyterian Church photographed in 2022.

Union Church came to my attention some years before
I began collecting postal history. A close friend of mine,
Jim McCallum, who had a strong interest in his family
history, often spoke of his descent from Angus McCallum
(1801-1885), a Preshyterian minister who was the fourth
pastor of Union Church and shepherded the congregation
for seven years in the 1830s.

Jim often related a quaint and humorous story about his
ancestor. Angus McCallum was called to serve the Union,
Buffalo, and Euphronia Presbyterian Churches in 1831.
However, Duncan Mclver, an elder in one of the churches,
protested the call for a reason that would be foreign to our
contemporary ears. His objection was based “On the
ground of several families in the above-named
congregations who had been members of these churches
for many years and could derive no benefit whatever from
the administrations of Mr. McCallum because of their
ignorance of the English language and Mr. McCallum’s
inability to preach to them in their native tongue, the
Gaelic.”

Itisan interesting curiosity that, even in the third decade
of the 19th century, there were still North Carolina citizens
who had clung to the Gaelic language of their Scottish
ancestry and never learned to speak English!

The record shows, however, that Fayetteville Presbytery
overruled Mr. Mclver’s objection and ordained and
installed Angus McCallum to the ministry of the three
churches.
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It is notable that this capable pastor welcomed a
revival at Union Church which quickly spread to
six additional churches in the region. In
consequence, over 300 members alone joined
Union Church.

The largest growth in the Union Church
congregation took place during the ministry of
Martin McQueen from 1866 until his death in
1888. This growth enabled Union Church to
dismiss many of its own members in order to
bolster the membership of smaller Presbyterian
churches in the surrounding area. This growth
may have inspired the next chapter of Union
Church’s life when a post office and a school were
established at the church, both of which are tied
inextricably to the efforts of a local man and
church member.

John Evander Kelly (1847-1914) graduated
from Davidson College with honors (Figure 3). He
founded the Union Home School in 1875. He was
the first postmaster of the Union Church post office,
serving from 1878 to 1885. Kelly’s roles as
headmaster and postmaster are reflected in a Union
Church postmarked cover which both describes and
illustrates the school.

Figure 3. Grave of John Evander Kelly (1847-1914) in the
Union Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Kelly was postmaster of
the Union Church post office from 1878 to 1885. He also served
as headmaster of Union Home School.

NCPHS Postal Historian



The Union Home School
building is pictured on the
illustrated cover seen in
Figure 4. The advertising
banner across the top of the
cover reads: “UNION HOME
SCHOOL, FOR BOTH
SEXES - STRICTLY NON-
SECTARIAN.”  The cover =
further describes the school as & -
“College  Preparatory and
Practical,” with the school
principals listed as “John E.
Kelly A.B. and Mrs. JE.
Kelly.”

On the reverse the “RATES
for TUITION” are listed for
such courses as Higher English, + v
Classics, Mathematics, Science, Music,

Piano, Organ and Drawing. This cover
bears a three cents green Washington
stamp with a pen cancel.

The manuscript postmark reads:

“Union Church N.C./Oct 15th.” It is
addressed to “Mrs. Sarah E.
Bishop/Harrington, Harnett Co./N.C.”

This illustrated cover with three cents

postage was mailed sometime between

the opening of Union Home School in

1875 and October 1, 1883, when the

postage cost was decreased to two :
cents. Since the Union Home School /
operated between 1875 and 1898, this b/
cover reflects the mission and life of

the school during its early years.

A history of the church and school which was published
for the 1910 Homecoming of Union Preshyterian Church
suggests that the school may have evolved from a school
“for both sexes” to a school exclusively for boys. In this
printed history, there is no mention of female students. The
only reference to the students’ gender is “The boys were
drilled according to Upton’s military tactics, and the
school body was subjected to such gymnastic and
calisthenic exercises as would require mental as well as
physical exertion.”

Though girls’ schools and colleges in the United States
eventually came to value and incorporate “gymnastics and
calisthenic exercises” for young women, this development
did not occur until around the turn of the 20th century, and
even then, such programs were generally introduced in
northern rather than southern schools. We can only
speculate on the actual life of the Union Home School
because there appears to be very little information on the
school in the historical record.

”
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Figure 4. lllustrated postal cover depicting the Union Home
School. This cover, with manuscript postmark and a three cents
green Washington stamp, was mailed sometime between 1875,
when the school opened, and October 1, 1883, when the postage
was decreased to two cents.

A letter to the editor of the newspaper in nearby Carthage,
published in 1893, reports the “re-opening of the once justly
celebrated Union Home School” and “laments” that many of
Moore County’s “young men have been forced to go away to
Bingham School, Oak Ridge, and Davis School each year, just
because we had no first-class school.”

The writer then lauds the teaching career of John E. Kelly and
recommends Kelly as the one who will open the doors of the
proposed school. It is evident then that the Union Home School
experienced at least one decline in its fortunes, and this may

have had an impact on the gender of the student body.
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A Registered Package Receipt is shown in Figure 5. It records a delivery at “U(nion) C(hurch) on “6-16-84.” The
package was postmarked in Baltimore, (Maryland), and transited through the Cameron (Moore County) post office. The
postmaster, “J.E. Kelly” signed for the package when it arrived at the Union Church post office.

A Figure 5. Registered Package Receipt records delivery at “U(nion) C(church) NC” post office on “6-16-84.”
It is signed by the postmaster, John E. Kelly.

Page 6 WINTER 2025 NCPHS Postal Historian



An additional Registered Package Receipt, in Figure 6, was received at “Union Church NC” on “9-13-87.” It records a
package which was postmarked in New York (City) and also transited through the Cameron (Moore County) post office.
This receipt is signed by “D(uncan) C. McDonald” who served as the Union Church postmaster from 1887-1888.

A Figure 6. Registered Package Receipt records delivery at “Union Church NC” on “9-3-87.”
It is signed by the postmaster, D(Duncan) C. McDonald.

NCPHS Postal Historian WINTER 2025 Page 7



The cover in Figure 7 features a manuscript postmark “Union Church NC 3-28-89” with a two cents green Washington
stamp. It is addressed to “Mrs R.E. Worth/Pilot Mountain N.C.” The postmaster at this time was John L. Currie, who held
the position from 1888-1890.

The Union Church post office closed on December 10, 1890, and its postal services were transferred to Carthage, North
Carolina.

A Figure 7. Postal cover with manuscript postmark, “Union Church N.C./3-28-89.”It bears a two cents green Washington stamp.
The postmaster in 1889 was John L. Currie.

Author’s Note
This article is dedicated to the memory of James H. McCallum, Jr., M.D. who brought Union Church to my attention and
who always enjoyed seeing his ancestors remembered in print.

Sources
Cameron, W.P. Jr. Letter to the Editor published in The Carthage Blade, May 30, 1893.

Roberts, John K. History of Union Preshyterian Church for the Homecoming, August Ten and Eleven, Nineteen
Hundred and Ten. (Carthage, N.C.: Kelly Printing Company, 1910.)

Scott, E.C. Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 1861-1941. (Austin, Texas: Press of Von
Boekmann-Jones Company, 1942)

Trivette, Ruth Jane. The Merging of the Gaels: A History of Fayetteville Presbytery, 1813-1983. (The Pilot Inc, 1987.)
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JANUARY 24 - 26, 2025

10:00am - 5:30pm Friday & Saturday
10:00am - 3pm Sunday

World Series of Philately Show
20+ Dealers | 140 Frames of Exhibits | Seminars | Awards

SHOW THEME

The 2025 Southeastern Stamp Expo
is proud to celebrate the 250th Anniversary
of the U.S. Postal System with
Benjamin Franklin
as the first Postmaster General.

The anniversary will be showcased in exhibits,
presentations, and special philatelic displays.

Admission: Just $7 for the
whole family, all weekend.
Includes 2 free raffle tickets.

Hilton Atlanta Northeast
5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd
Peachtree Comers, GA 30092

www.sefsc.org - sestampexpo@gmail.com
@SEStampExpo

NCPHS Postal Historian WINTER 2025 Page 9



The 1893 Columbian Envelope Used in North Carolina

ostmaster General John Wanamaker made the
decision that along with the Columbian Expo
commemorative stamps that there was a need for
special envelopes commemorating Columbus. In
an order dated on December 5, 1892, Wanamaker
authorized the production of the Columbian stamped

by Tony L. Crumbley

produce the U.S. stamped envelopes since 1874. Plimpton
was located in Hartford, Connecticut.

Figure 1 is a copy of Order Number 156 which gives the
details of this agreement. The Plimpton Company would
produce four values of Columbian envelopes. They are
one cent, two cents, five cents, and ten cents. At one point,
a four cents envelope was considered but not produced.

envelopes by the Plimpton Manufacturing Company and

Morgan Envelope Company which had the contract to

Page 10

arrangement for supplying Columbian slamped
enrelopes.
OFFICE OF TUE POSTMASTER-GENERAL,

SN B3 1364 Washkington, D. C., December 5, 1892.
o present stamiped-envelope con-

is hereby ordered that the proposition of th ; ; ;
trgt‘om, theyPlim ton Manufacturing Company and Morgan Envelope Compuny,
embodied in their letters of the 18th and 28th November, 18492 (copies of which are
hereto attached and made part hereof), be accepted, the proposition in effect being
follows: y e
asThe said companies to furnish and deliver in such quantities a3 the Department
may frow tiwe to time order during the calendar year 1893, according to the general
requirements and conditions of the regular stamped-envelope contract now in force.
a new series of stamped envelopes, to bs commemorative of the discovery of America
by Columbus, in addition to the kinds provided for in said contract, of the sizes and
at the prices tollowing, that is to say: T R I
Ent'ell’npe, to be desig,r.ute«l “p ” instead of “C4,” size 3§ by 5§ inches, at the rate

of one dollar and seventy-nine cents a thousand envelopes. K
Euvelope, to be designated “Q,” instead of ““D},” size 3§ by 64 inches, at the

rate of one dollar and ninety-five cents a thousand envelopes. 4
Envelope, to be desiguated “ R,” instead of ** N4, * size 4§ by 5§ inches, at therate

of one dollar and eighty cents a thousand envelopes. v ; :
The paper of thesc envelopes is to be of the.same yuality and weight as is pre-

scribed for first-quality envelopes in the regnlar contract, but it is to be cream tinted
The envelopes are to be embossed with stamps

and to bear a special watermark. i 1
of such desizus and colors as the Department may adopt, the preparation of the
designs, with the dies and other facilitics necessary for the work, to be at the oxpense

No. 21.—Papers connecled with the

of the contractors.
The said contractors also to furnish such envelopes, to be made of the cream-
¥inted and specially watermarkod paper above described, and embossed with stamnps
of the new desigus to be adopted, as the Departm:nt may call for during the time
named, of the sizes known as *‘A,” “(,” “H,” “I,” and “N,” in the regular stamped-
envelope contract, and at the prices therein fixed for first-quality euvelopes, namely :

“A,” size 3} by 5} inches, $1.40 a thousand.

“@,” size 3§ by 8% inches, $2.50 a thousand.

“H,”size 4% by 9% inchos, $2.88 a thousand

“1D size 4% by 10 inches, $2.90 a thousand

“N,”size 4} by 5} inches, $1.55 a. thousand

The prices named shall be in full compensation for every thinf required to be done
rerein provided for.

or furnished in connection with the issue of all the envelopes
The work involved in the preparation and manufacture of these envelopes is to be

immediately begun, and prosecuted so that the issue of the envelopes may com-
mence with the tirst of January, 1893, or us svon thereafter as is practicable.
JOHN WANAMAKEFR,

Pnotesmotsn £2auamnd

Figure 1. The order sent by Postmaster John Wanamaker for the 1893 Columbian envelopes.

WINTER 2025
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Figure 2 shows cut squares of the four values of the stamped envelopes.

Figure 2. Cut squares of each of the four values of the Columbian envelopes.

The envelopes would be produced in eight sizes. Not In addition to these eight size possibilities, the Thorp-
all rates were produced in all eight sizes. Three of the sizes Bartals Catalogue lists four distinct different Die types.
were irregular sized envelopes. They were P, Q, and R. When asked, the Plimpton Company denied the existence

of more than one Die. The Dies listed are as follows:
The sizes are:

A size: 139 X 82mm Die A: Perio,d after “CENTS™: meridian back of
P size: 149 X 85mm Columbus’ head. -

o Die B: Period after “CENTS™: no meridian back of
Q S!ZEZ 160 X 95mm Columbus’ head.
N Size. 134 X 108mm Die C: No period after “CENTS”: meridian back of
R size: 140 X 108mm

Columbus’ head.

Die D: No period after “CENTS”: no meridian back of
Columbus head.

H size: 241 X 99mm
I size: 258 X 111mm
G size: 225 X 98mm

NCPHS Postal Historian WINTER 2025 Page 11



Variation of the Eagles’ wing and the lettering upon the
stamps, plus obviously other differences, clearly indicate
more than one Die was used.

For the envelope, an extra quality paper was
manufactured for the Columbian piece. The paper was to
be made from the best grade of white linen and the best
grade of white domestic cotton rags. These were to be
combined with thirty-five percent of linen and sixty-five
percent of cotton, excluding any content for color. The
paper was to have a special watermark.

Figure 3 shows the watermark with the head of
Columbus and the head of Liberty, and the dates 1492 and
1892.

Figure 3. This image is of the watermark on each Columbian
envelope. It was the eleventh watermark to be used by the postal
system on envelopes.

A set of specimens of all rates and sizes is recorded with
twenty-four envelopes. Figure 4 and Figure 5 are examples
of specimens.

If all the Die varieties were included, the Thorp-Bartels
catalogue lists over seventy-one varieties.

There was no official first day ceremony. Mekeel’s
announced the envelopes on December 21, 1892.

Page 12
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On March 4, 1893, Mekeel’s announced the envelopes
were ready and on March 23, 1893, Mekeel’s announced
the 2 cents envelope were at the post office.

There are earlier dated covers; however, these have been
proven to have had the wrong year date on them. Many
consider March 14,1893 as the first day of issue as this was
the first day orders were filled. These envelopes would be
used until 1899 when the next issue was released by
Plimpton. The earliest North Carolina cover is May
18,1893, and the latest cover is October 9, 1897.

SPECIMEN.

Figure 4. 1893 Columbian Exposition U348aS Die 2 N58
SPECIMEN.

SPECIMEN.

Figure 5. 1893 Columbian Exposition U349S Die 3 R64
SPECIMEN.

NCPHS Postal Historian



In the Fall of 2022, | was offered by long time NCPHS
member Bill Dipalo his collection of North Carolina
Columbian covers. Bill had been collecting these covers
since 1990. That is a 32-year accumulation. To my
surprise, that was only sixty-eight covers from fifty towns,
plus one railroad. With that information, | decided to
examine the covers from my collection. Keep in mind, |
have been collecting covers for nearly fifty years. In my
search, | found that I only have twenty-three covers from
eleven towns and one railroad.

Given these acquisitions and discoveries, | concluded a
North Carolina census was needed. Since | started the
article, a few more have been added. However, the count

is still low: ninety-five total, sixty cities, and two
railroads.

I have not tried to type the Dies nor determine what sizes
are missing. Clearly, these are scarce North Carolina
covers. No ten cent envelopes are recorded and only three
five cent covers are recorded.

On the following pages is the listing of all the
Columbian envelopes | have recorded and examples of the
covers. If you have copies of any unlisted North Carolina
covers in your collection, | would like to receive scans or
copies of such covers.

Scott Rate Town County Date Size Note
U349 2cents Altamahan Alamance Dec 13, 1893 Q
U349 2cents Amity Iredell Feb 22, 1895 R
U348 1cents Asheville Buncombe Aug 28, 1893 Q #234, 237 registered
U348 1cents Asheville Buncombe Jun 28, 1894 P #219 ad cover
U349 2cents Asheville Buncombe Aug 19, 1893 Q
U348 1cents Asheville Buncombe May 18, 1893 N #230, 233, 236 registered
U348 1cents Asheville Buncombe May 23, 1893 A
U349 2cents Asheville Buncombe Sep 23, 1893 P
U349 2cents Asheville Buncombe Jan1, 1894 P
U349 2cents Asheville Buncombe Jan 3, 1894 Q
U348 1cents Asheville Buncombe Jul 6, 1894 P #219 ad cover
U350 5cents Asheville Buncombe JUL 8,1893 Q To Berlin, Germany
U349 2cents Belcross Camden Oct 13, 1893 P
U349 2cents Belmont Gaston Mar R front
U349 2cents Belmont Gaston Mar 3, 1894 R front
U349 2cents Canton Haywood Sep 8, 1893 P
U350 5cents Charlotte Mecklenburg  Nov 15, 1895 I #225, 246 registered
U349 2cents Charlotte Mecklenburg  Feb 20, - P front
U349 2cents Charlotte Mecklenburg  Oct 14, 1893 Q #219, 220 to Switzerland
U349 2cents Charlotte Mecklenburg  May 23, 1893 P front
U349 2cents China Grove Rowan Jul 17, 1895 R
U349 2cents Coinjock Currituck Aug 18, 1893 P
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus Jan 15, 1894 Q
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus Aug 21, 1894 Q Cannon Mills
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus May 23, - Q
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus Jul 27, - Q
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus Sep 4, - Q
U349 2cents Concord Cabarrus Feb 19, 1894 ? front
U349 2cents Cove Craven Sep 27, - A
U349 2cents Cove Craven Oct 28, 1894 A
U349 2cents Crumpler Ashe Feb 26, 1894 A
NCPHS Postal Historian WINTER 2025
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Scott
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U348
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U350
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U348
U348
U348
U349
U349
U349
U348
U349

Rate
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
1 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
5 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
1 cents
1 cents
1 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
1 cents
2 cents

Town County
Dana Henderson
Davidson Mecklenburg
Davidson Mecklenburg
Durham Mecklenburg
Elkin Surry
Ellenboro Rutherford
Egypt Depot Lee
Gibson Station Scotland
Goldsboro Wayne
Goldsboro Wayne
Graham Alamance
Greenville Pitt
Haw River Alamance
Henderson Vance
Henderson Vance
Henrietta Rutherford
Hickory Catawba
High Gate Alleghany
High Point Guilford
High Point Guilford
High Point Guilford
High Point Guilford
High Point Guilford
Hub Columbus
Jerusalem Davie
Leakesville Rockingham
Lenoir Caldwell
Lincolnton Lincoln
Macon Warren
Mars Madison
Mars Hill Madison
Millingport Stanly
Mountain Island Gaston
Mount Airy Surry
Murfreesboro  Hertford
Oxford Granville
Oxford Granville
Oxford Granville
Providence Chatham
Ramseur Randolph
Reidsville Rockingham
Rocky Mount  Edgecombe
Rocky Mount  Edgecombe

Date
Jan 18, 1896
Jul 3, 1893
Aug 24, 1893
Sep 21, 1893
Aug 19, 1893
Apr 4, 1894
Mar 16, 1894
Nov 30, -
Nov 11, 1893
Jan7,1894
Nov 14, 1893
Sep 12, 1896
Jan 24, -
Nov 9, 1893
Sep 14, 1893
Jul 28, 1893
Oct 26, 1896
Oct 9, 1897
Mar 17, 1894
Dec 1,1894
Feb 24, -
Mar 3, 1894
Mar 12, 1894
Aug 22,1893
Nov 14, 1893
Sep 6, 1893
Mar 2, 1894
Oct 21, 1893
Nov 13, 1893
Oct 12,1893
Mar 26, 1894
Aug 31, 1893
Jun 22,1893
Aug 14, 1893
Nov 28, 1843
Nov 8, 1893
Sep 28, 1893
Oct 25, 1898
Nov 10, 1894
Mar 17, 1894
Sep 20, 1893
Jan 27,1897
Feb 13,1894

WINTER 2025

Size

©
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Note

front

#230

to Belguim
front

front

front
front

fancy cancel

star cancel

front

#230, E2
#230
#279

front

#230
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Scott
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U348
U349
U348
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349
U349

Rate
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
1 cents
2 cents
1 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents
2 cents

Town
Ronda
Rougemont
Salem
Salisbury

Stanley's Creek

Tarborough
Washington
Weaverville
White Hall
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilson
Winston
Winston
Worthville
Wrendale

Yadkin College
Washington & Charlotte RPO

County
Wilkes
Durham
Forsyth
Rowan
Gaston
Edgecombe
Beaufort
Bumcombe
Bladen

New Hanover
New Hanover
New Hanover
New Hanover

Wilson
Forsyth
Forsyth
Randolph
Edgecombe
Davidson

Salisbury & Knox RPO

Date
Nov 24, -
Feb 22,1894
Jan1, 1894
Oct 24, 1893
Feb 1, -
Mar 17, 1894
Aug 22, 1893
Dec 29, 1893
Feb 6, 1894
Sep 12, 1893
Aug 20, 1893
Aug 12,1893
Apr 3, 1894
Jan 22,1894
Nov 22,1893
Apr 23, 1895
Jan 30, 1894
Nov 28, 1893
Apr 27, -
Mar 1, -
Jan, 1893

Size

>

L v >»O0O0>TPO0L>TLOL>Xr VOO OO U >

Note

#230

#219

RPO front
all over tobacco ad

Return to HENRY GROS
ASHEVILLE, ¥. 0, T. 8. A,

If not delivered within 10 days.

AT,

Figure 6. This one cent Columbian envelope was posted from Asheville, NC (Buncombe) on August 28, 1893. The cover was
registered to Germany with additional Columbian stamps paying the additional postage. The envelope is a size “Q.” Forty-eight of
the covers have a printed corner card like this, most likely ordered from the post office.

NCPHS Postal Historian
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IRVIN & POSTON,
ﬂi@@@ﬁ@@ Manufagturers, TN
Sﬁ@fw&ﬂ g

’

el .

Figure 7. Many of the Columbian envelopes have printed corner card name and addresses. This all-over advertising cover is
the only one with such an advertising. The cover is from the Irvin & Poston Tobacco Manufacturing Company in Statesville, NC

(Iredell). The postmark is from the Salisbury & Knoxville RPO and is dated June,1893.

1 Return to JOHN M, OHEEK,
HIGHGATE, North Carolina, U, §, A,
If not delivered within 10 days.

-

———————

Figure 8. One of the three recorded five cent covers is shown here mailed from Highgate, NC (Alleghany). The rate paid
postage to Belgium. The cover was posted October 9,1897 and is a size “P” envelope. The cover was received in Liege

on October,22, 1897.

Page 16 WINTER 2025
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Figure 9. This size “N” cover is an unusual size but not one of the three added sizes. Posted from Mars Hill, NC (Madison)
on March 24, 194 to Washington, DC.

Figure 10. One of the three recorded five cent covers. The cover size is “I.” The cover was registered from Charlotte on
November 15, 1895. An additional nine cents was applied to the envelope.

NCPHS Postal Historian WINTER 2025 Page 17



RAILROAD GAZETTE, -
73 BROADWAY.,

NEW YORK.

\,-\CJQ_NCJF} Vi 2 v e \ 3

Figure 11. Posted from Egypt Depot (Lee). This is a size “A” envelope, the smallest size produced as 139 X 82.
The cover was mailed March 16, 1894.

Sources Editor’s Note
Thorp-Bartels Catalogue of United States Stamped Sponsored by The United Postal Stationery Society, a
Envelopes. 1954. Prescott Holden Thorp. 26-page image rich presentation on the 1893 Columbian
The Stamp Specialist, Chartreuse Book, Dies of the Envelopes is available for viewing at
Columbian Stamped Envelopes, Commemoratives of https://slideplayer.com/slide/14483441.

1893. F. L. Ellis, 1948 Lindquist.

The COLUMBIAN ENVELOPES
of 1893

Marvin & Judith Platt

marvinplatt@yahoo.com

>

The United Postal Stationery Society
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North Carolina Postal History Research
NCpedia.org

) STAY TUNED

NCPEDIA WEBSITE UPGRADE UNDER DEVELOPMENT

1/ CPEDIA

ASK a librarian

About Educators Citing Sources Contact Us Fun Stuff!

Postmasters ﬂ

A|B|C|IDIE|IFIGIH|I[JIKILIM|N[O|P|Q|RISITIUIVIW[X]|Y]|Z]|AI

Selected North Carolina Topics

Get NC Quick Facts
and Information

f the many available websites specializing in

North Carolina history, one resource to consider

in attempting to locate postal history

information related to people, places, events,
commemorations, ephemera, etc.,, is the online
encyclopedia NCpedia (ncpedia.org).

Coordinated and managed by the North Carolina
Government & Heritage Library at the State Library of
North Carolina, the encyclopedia contains articles
covering a broad spectrum of topics and resources about
North Carolina and includes thousands of images and other
types of media.

From the site’s home page, enter into the search box a
name, word, or phrase, for example, “Postmasters.” The
numerous articles resulting from that search include
“Postal Service” by Tony L. Crumbley, a review of the
beginnings of North Carolina post offices and postal
history.

Postal Service | NCpedia
www.ncpedia.org » postal-service

4 In 1710 the British Parliament
PEDIA

Links included on that page will present additional
articles for North Carolina Airmail Service and
Confederate Postal History, also written by Tony L.
Crumbley.

Of significant benefit are articles offering the history of
the founders, mayors, and first postmasters of many North
Carolina towns. One such article recounts the history of

NCPHS Postal Historian

WINTER 2025

A North Carolina
History Online
Resource

Frank Page, the first mayor and postmaster of Cary, a small
village about twelve miles west of Raleigh.

Page, Allison Francis (Frank) | NCpedia
www.ncpedia.org » biography » page-allison-francis
[P Frank Page became the first mayor and postmaster of Cary,

Histories of little-known and intriguing North
Carolinians are revealed such as Sarah Moore Delano
Decrow, the first woman postmaster in the United States
after the adoption of the Constitution.

Decrow, Sarah Moore Delano | NCpedia
www.ncpedia.org » biography » decrow-sarah

V' Sarah Moore Delano Decrow, the first woman postmaster
UPEDIA

Other NCpedia pages include a history of each North
Carolina county (as well as defunct and renamed
counties), North Carolina geography, historical maps
1585 - 1866, settlement history, place names, historic
places, monuments, unique cultural sites, state parks,
and natural areas.

NCpedia content has been made available by contributors
for personal educational use, consistent with provisions of
fair use under copyright law.

Editor, Steve Swain
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SEEKING

Confederate and Southern States
Postal History as well as a few
Select Customers for such.

Carolina Coin
& Stamp, Inc.

Tony L. Crumbley
P.O. Box 681447, Charlotte, NC 28216
704.395.1191

tonycrumbley@bellsouth.net

BIG Lick STAMPS

Buying and selling Stamps, Covers &
Collections of the World

Cary Cochran
Owner

P.O. Box 163
Locust, North Carolina 28097

1.800.560.5310

carytj@yahoo.com

Public Auctions
Fine Stamps and Postal History

Schuyler
Rumsey
Philatelic

Auctions

email: srumsey(@rumseyauctions.com

UNITED STATES BRITISH COMMONWEALTH WORLD WIDE
Qr(ugﬁ M. Clark
Rare Postage Stamps
Est. 1965
By Appointment Only
25stampede(@verizon.net Cell: 301-335-3792

Page 20

Harry Albert

Robert Arnold

W. Bryson Bateman
Ralph Baumgardner
Daniel W. Brinkley
D. Wayne Burkette
Gregory Ciesielski
Hugh Clark

Cary Cochran
Lindsey T. Cooper
Tony Crumbley
Roger Curran

F. David Dale
Gordon Duff
Andrea Edmondson
Patrick Enfinger
Darrell Ertzberger
Joseph Farkas
Pascual Goicoechea
Robert E. Gross
Frank Hall

Sam Hudson

Steve Jackson
Jimmy Jordan

Patricia Kaufmann
Art Keeter
Rodney L. Kelley
John Kimbrough
Michael Lampson
Thomas Lera
Eugene Lightfoot
Robert Lowen
George C. Maha
Timothy McRee
David Mielke
Kenneth D. Miller
Boyd Morgan
Vernon Morris
Richard Murphy
Pierre Oldham
Michael O'Reilly
Stephen B. Pacetti
John M. Pagel
Bruce E. Patterson
David Reedy

Tom Richardson
Clara Roach

Allan Schefer

2025 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Schuyler J Rumsey, Inc

Eugene Setwyn
William A Shulleeta
George Slaton
Bonnie & Jay Smith
Robert W. Soeder
Scott Steward
Gregory Stone
Steve Swain
Dave Swart
Harvey Tilles
John Walker
Scott C. Walker
Richard Weiner
Jerry Wells

Kent Wilcox

Bob Wilson

Leslie A. Wilson
Richard L. Wines
Douglas Williams
Richard F. Winter
Judy Woodburn
Adlais S Woodlief

(53.8% of Membership)

NEW MEMBERS

Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch - Greensboro, NC

Murphy Public Library - Murphy, NC
Mike Ludeman - Denton, TX

WINTER 2025

NORTHCAROLINA
POSTAL
HISTORIAN

Spring POSTAL HISTORIAN, please submit them by -
———————— February 15 ---------

North Carolina Postmark Catalog Update
All Counties and Six Large Post Offices are available on
http://www.ncpostalhistory.com

Recent inputs require additional changes to the catalog.

Please check the date on the bottom of the front page
of each PDF to see if it is current.
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